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The Headteacher Brenda Landers
Swanlea Headteacher

Chair of Governors Fatima Shuaibu
Swanlea Governor Chair

Welcome to the summer/autumn edition of our Swanlea School 
newsletter, ‘Swanlea Stories.  Our theme this term is achievement 

and in this issue we celebrate the various successes of our students, 
from winning the Jack Petchy Awards to becoming the Tower Hamlets 
Champions for Cricket as well as becoming the first school in Tower 
Hamlets to win the prestigious ‘Gold Library Award,’ recognising our 
outstanding literacy provision. I am also delighted to announce that 
at the time of going to press our GCSE and A level results were  just 
released.  We are proud to say that 75% of Swanlea students gained 
5 A*-C grades at GCSE, including  English and Maths.  These are the 
best results in our school’s history, and in addition to this, our 6th form 
university admissions was over 90% - a true testimony to the maturity 
and dedication of our students. We would like to thank our students, 
staff, parents and carers and the governors, all of whom have made these 
academic achievements possible.   We hope you enjoy reading about our 
student’s success in the pages that follow.

I was a governor for less than a year before being elected the Chair of 
Governors at Swanlea School. I love being a governor and acknowledge 

that I will need time to develop the expertise to do the job effectively. 
I consider myself extremely lucky because Governors at Swanlea are 
dedicated and do an amazing job. As the Chair I will ensure that we as 
governors do our best to act as “critical friends” to the Headteacher, 
challenging and supporting her. 
Taking on the responsibility of a school like Swanlea is daunting, however 
I am confident that with the support of the full governing body and 
members of the Swanlea family, it will not be impossible.
As Chair my priority will be to ensure that we (Governors) understand 
that our most important functions are to make a positive difference to 
the school, staff, students, parents/carers and the wider community. 
I aim to do this by working with the Headteacher, the Swanlea School 
community and governors to deliver sustained improvements as well as 
monitor student progress, well-being and staff development. 
I look forward to meeting as many members of the Swanlea family as 
possible.
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End of an Era

The Magic Behind the Mayhem

Habib Rahman

It is heartening to write a few sentences on the pleasure and privilege that I had during my association with 
Swanlea School  for the last twenty one years, nineteen of which as Chair. There have been major milestones 

and achievement during this period, including Swanlea being rated outstanding in two consecutive inspections 
by OFSTED and achievements of our students comparing favourably nationally.
There have been many people, Governors and Headteachers included, both past and present that have helped 
make my time here worthwhile. Combined with enthusiasm and a sense of utter commitment, each individual 
made the school stand up in the community with pride. All this is because of hard work by every member of 
our staff, our commitment to civilised liberal views and good leadership from the Headteacher and governors.  
We have made enormous progress getting a cohesive partnership between the school and parents/carers and 
the community. Parent evenings are very well attended and the Swanlea Parents Teachers Association (PTA) is 
doing a wonderful job in bringing the parents/carers and community together.
I hope this work will continue to flourish in my absence.

Unseen quietly working away in the background, are our faithful and dedicated premises team. 
There’s a great many things they do from: general building maintenance, upkeep of the grounds, the rubbish 

& recycling, the lights, the regular fire tests, the upkeep of the emergency lighting system, the setting up of 
events, assemblies and exams - an exhaustive list no doubt, yet this is barely even half of all that they truly do.
We’re incredibly blessed here at Swanlea to have a vibrantly active school community, but let’s spare a special 
mention to our premises team who from morning till night, tirelessly roam the Swanlea halls, to make sure 
everyday the school is at its sharpest, so the rest of us can continue on with our work. 

A big thanks to the Swanlea Premises team.
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Swanlea PTA

An East 1 Success

Nozrul Chowdhury
Assistant Head

Shahin Chowdhury
KS3 & Parental Engagement Coordinator

The PTA was actively recruiting new members during the Year 6 to 7 Transition 
Parents Meeting on Monday 8th June. Mrs Jhorna Chowdhury, PTA member 

and Parent Governor was on hand to answer questions about the role of the 
PTA.
The PTA has been planning parent engagement activities for the next academic 
year. In planning there are a wide range of opportunities for parents including:
•     Finding out about their child’s learning and the curriculum being taught 

during Parents’ Evenings.
•     Joining the Positive Parenting Programme, sharing in supportive atmosphere 

strategies to help young people develop and participate in workshops such 
as ‘Keeping Safe and Healthy.’

•     Taking up learning opportunities by joining an ESOL or ICT class run in the 
school for parents and other adults.

    The weekly Coffee Mornings are a favourite of the PTA as it allows parents to 
chat in a casual setting, all about their children and the work of the school.

The East1 Partnership, along with the Toynbee Hall Deesha programme 
teaches parents ICT skills and ESOL. The classes have gone from strength 

to strength, with an increase in the number of parents taking the classes. 
The programme of classes has been very successful with over 200 learners 
from across the East1 Partnership. It is hoped that through the classes we 
will be providing our parents with the necessary literacy skills to deal more 
effectively with everyday issues and also better support their children’s 
learning progress. This is the second year of the project and many of our 
learners took their Level 1 ESOL Exam with a 100% pass rate.
However, not everything is classroom based. After their graduation ceremony 
at Swanlea, to celebrate, a group of students went on a trip to Greenwich and 
Brighton. 
If you would like more information on any of the parental classes please 
contact Ms Chowdhury, the Parental Engagement Co-ordinator.
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GCSE Gold

GCSE - What the students had to say

Marie Egwuma
Deputy Head

GCSE Results Day 2015 felt like the most important day of the 
year. Staff, students and parents have been waiting for this day 

throughout the summer holidays. When Ms Landers told staff that 75% 
of year 11 students had achieved a minimum of 5A*-C including English 
and Maths, they were absolutely thrilled. Teachers couldn’t wait to see 
the students’ faces as they opened their envelopes. The grades on the 
page would change their lives and inform students on the next chapter 
of their journey. For many it would be studying A Levels/ BTECs at 
Swanlea Sixth Form and for a few it would be pastures new. 
Some notable successes include Shahara Akhter Hussain and Raihan 
Syed Qadir, who both achieved 11 A*- A’s along with Marzana Begum 
and Mubeenur Rahman who received 10 A*-A grades. 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff, parents/
carers and governors who have supported the students in achieving 
these amazing outcomes. Swanlea School is indeed outstanding and it 
truly is a place where everyone can and will achieve.

“Once you open that envelope, you realise all that hard work and 
sacrifice has paid off... You can’t help but feel so proud of yourself 
because you know you worked super hard to get to where you are.” 
- Minhazul Aziz

“Results day was really meaningful for me because back in Year 7, 
I used to think that I would never get A’s or A*’s in my GCSE’s. But 
my teachers helped me out so much. When I opened my envelope,  
I finally got two A*’s and one A which I’m really proud.” - Mossamma 
Begum

“I got 6 A*’s. Since I want 
to do medicine, I need 
to get good grades. My 
results show me that I’m 
on the right path.” 
- Marzana Begum
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An A-Level Achievement

A Levels - What the students had to say

Paul Waller
Learning Co-ordinator

Results day this August saw the highest set of AS results the 
school has ever achieved, of which 77% were grades A-C and 

56% A-B. These brilliantly high figures were achieved as a result of 
a year of hard work, including weekend, after school and lunchtime 
study sessions, and one-to-one mentoring with both subject 
teachers and specialised academic mentors. It is for this reason 
that we should all feel an immense sense of pride at what we have 
managed to achieve, and feel confident in the ability of our young 
people to go on to achieve high grades and ensure bright futures at 
top universities and in high level apprenticeships. Securing solid AS 
level grades through disciplined and dedicated study, our students 
have given themselves the best possible chances of succeeding at 
A-level and beyond, and we are excited to see what more they are 
capable of as they face the new challenge of Year 13. Well done!

“ I am really happy with my results, I couldn’t have done it 
without the help of the mentors and teachers who have 
prepared us fully for the exam with all the resources we 
needed.” - Roda Abokor

“When I first came to Swanlea sixth form I was privileged to 
do 5 A Levels. I knew it was a lot of hard work. The school and 
I had many discussions regarding if it was too much pressure 
for me to handle and were open to support me with decisions 
I would make. At the beginning of the year my grades were low 
and if it wasn’t for the help and support of the teachers I don’t 
think I would of done as well as I have.” - Merouane Hocine

“Attending revision sessions throughout the year was very 
useful; the extra support from all my teachers and mentors 
allowed me to gain a better understanding of the subject 
which helped me during my exams” - Rifah Anjum
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The Build Up

Encore

Jane Brownlea
Head of PVA Faculty

Jane Brownlea
Head of PVA Faculty

The Swanlea Music Festival was a great success with more than one 
hundred and fifty students participating over three days. This year 

our two drum teachers John and Tim created an energetic and loud 
drum workshop. Our nurture group drumming club and two other drum 
clubs joined forces, creating a dynamic percussive performance. Our 
tuned percussion and string groups were outstanding, clearly showing 
how much students have improved this year. Dr Picknett’s new chamber 
ensemble wonderfully highlighted how well our students are able to work 
independently and as part of an ensemble. 
One of the pinnacles from the 2015 Music Festival was the sheer enjoyment 
of making music together. Mr Euden’s big wind ensemble ‘mash-up’ was 
a scintillating success. It has been a great pleasure working alongside Mr 
Euden for the last six years and I am sure all of the students of Swanlea 
School are grateful for all his work and dedication. 

The Encore Concert was a wonderful celebration of Music in Swanlea 
School. Again our end of year concert was one of the most inclusive 

parts of the school where over 150 students came together to create a 
diverse and dynamic performance. The self-esteem and confidence gained 
by our students while performing was highly evident – it was a magnificent 
achievement!
My sincere thanks to THAMES, the music education hub in the borough. 
They provide our peripatetic teachers and many of our instruments. In 
particular I would like to extend my personal thanks to all of the music staff 
who helped students realise their potential this year. 
As this was my last concert with the school, I would like to thank all of 
the students for the incredible musical experiences we have created. I am 
extremely proud of all of our students and the community of music making 
that has been established. I look forward to hearing about all of the future 
musical adventures and achievements of the Swanlea students.
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Lasting Memories

Encore Music Festival Photo Gallery

Jane Brownlea
Head of PVA Faculty

This year we have had incredible successes in music, 
with our GCSE students achieving A*- A. We are 

very proud of their commitment this year. 
We performed in a world premiere of new works 
commissioned by Spitalfields Music and the Royal 
Academy of Music and had a record number of students 
attempt ABRSM music examinations. Owen Turner 
completed Grade 6 on viola and will complete Grade 
7 on violin this summer; providing him with additional 
GCSE and UCAS points. 
This year’s music prizes went to ‘Mayday 74’ for 
Ensemble of The Year and Mahadi Hassan for the 
music prize. Mahadi is an exceptional student showing 
determination and dedication. His playing demonstrates 
real musicality and maturity. ‘Mayday 74’ has gone from 
strength to strength, culminating in winning the Tower 
Hamlets Battle of the Bands. 
My sincere thanks to students, staff and Swanlea School 
for joining me on this musical journey for the last seven 
and a half years. I hope there are many more musical 
triumphs in the years to come. 
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Sports Day 2015

The Spirit of Sport

Chris Curran
KS4 PE

Chris Curran
KS4 PE

Swanlea School held the 2015 Sports Day on Thursday 11th June.  
Preparation leading up to Sports Day was filled with excitement by PE 

staff and students. The Athletic schemes of learning, with daily recordings 
of jumps, throws and speed fueled the fire in students to prove they are the 
record holders in their year group.
The day started with the iconic 1954 Routemaster buses escorting 650 
students to Mile End Stadium. The atmosphere in the stadium was electric. 
The colour and noise in the stands was a clear sign of excitement. Sir Steve 
Redgrave said, “Sport is an outlet which fosters teamwork...”, proven when 
form classes supported and encouraged one another.
There were outstanding performances on the day, most notably Wafiq Ali 
(8C), who completed a successful double win with the 100 metres and 200 
metre races and added the long jump title to his glittering performance. 
Daniela Sabarova (9W) triumphed in taking the title in the 100m sprint and 
high jump. 
Arguably the most impressive feats on the day were the blistering pace 
of Rabbi Uddin (9N) who won the 100 metre sprint in 13.91 seconds and 
Nuha Wan-Armizi  who powered away, winning the 200 Metres in 33.13 
seconds.

Sports Day is not only for the students, as shown by the very impressive 
sporting performances by staff in the year team tug of war event, and 

the 100 metre sprint race. The Year 9 team, (reigning champions from last 
year) led by the formidable Ms Byrne, flexed their muscles to retain their 
title. 
In a rerun of last year’s female 100 metre final, Ms Flannery and Ms 
Ravenscroft locked horns again with Ms Ravenscroft determined to seek 
revenge. Ms Flannery, not in any mood to give up her status, displayed 
great technique to hold off the advances of Ms Ravenscroft, retaining her 
crown.
In a reversal of fortune, this year’s winners with a point’s total of 439 was 
Form S, followed by last year’s champions W with a score of 420. Form E 
achieved another well respected 3rd Place with 408 points.
Mehreen Ahmed 8E echoed the sentiment of the success of Sports Day by 
stating she “enjoyed Sports Day as it really developed team spirit between 
the form and it was really great that we were all encouraging and cheering 
each other on.”
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Tower Hamlets Champions Chris Curran
KS4 PE

What an exciting Cricket season!  In the opening fixture we managed to beat George Green with a Swanlea 
record of 186 runs from 25 overs. With highlights being retirement for Rabbi Uddin 9N and Sadman 

Miah 9N after scoring 25 runs each. An excellent opening to the competition but dropped catches from some 
of the outfielders casted a few shadows over the result. Conversations about ‘catches win matches’ followed, 
from team captain Sakib Ahmed 10L.
As we went into the finals at Blackheath Cricket ground we had two teams to overcome. Firstly local rivals 
Stepney Green in the semis. After an opening batting total of 98 from 12 overs we looked like we had recorded 
an unbeatable total. Retirement came from Rabbi Uddin 9N again and other great totals from Jawad Haque 
10C and Sadman Miah 9N. Fielding improved and bowling was excellent. Stepney were no match for a quality 
Swanlea side.
The final was against St Pauls and was a really convincing win. Excellent play from the bowlers especially with 
Shafiqul Islam 10E getting a number of wickets. Well Done SWANLEA Tower Hamlets Champions!

Sports Day Photo Gallery
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Awards Evening 2015

The Governors’ Shield

Lesley Gardner
Assistant Head

Lesley Gardner
Assistant Head

The annual Swanlea Awards Evening is an opportunity for parents, staff 
and governors to come together to celebrate the many and varied 

successes of our students.
This year began with an energising  performance by ‘MayDay 74’ (winners 
of Swanlea Ensemble of the Year), followed up by a charming viola solo 
from Mahadi Hassan 8L (winner of the Music prize). Two poets, Fargena 
Kazi 8E and Sheikh Hafizur Akahid 8W performed their poems. 
Our Guest Speaker was the winner of last year’s Governors’ Shield for 
Excellence, Iftikhar Latif, who is currently studying law at Oxford University. 
He had many heartfelt comments for students, parents and teachers and 
encouraged us all to set the very highest of expectations for ourselves.
The highlight of the evening was when students came to shake hands with 
Ms Landers and Ms Shuabi to receive recognition for their own particular 
area of excellence.
The prestigious Governors’ Shield for Whole School Excellence goes to 
one student from the whole school for his or her academic excellence in 
all areas. The worthy recipient of the shield this year is Mohammed Nabil 
Chowdhury of 10W.

The most prestigious award at Awards Evening is always the Governors’ 
Shield for Whole School Excellence. Choosing just one student from 

the whole school, for his or her academic excellence in all areas, is a very 
difficult decision.
The worthy recipient of the Governors’ Shield this year is Mohammed Nabil 
Chowdhury of 10W. 
Nabil is one of the most academically able students in Year 10 and is 
predicted to achieve excellent GCSE results at the end of Year 11. He 
has already completed his Physics, Maths, RE and Geography GCSE 
examinations a year early and awaits his results this summer.
Impressively, Nabil has the ability to excel in the classroom and also be fully 
involved in the wider life of the school at the same time.  In particular, he 
has displayed leadership skills when working as a SPARC and on the School 
Council.
The Whole School Excellence Prize can be awarded to a student in any year 
group – the search is already on for next year’s winner!
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Jack Petchey

Jack Petchey

Sukaina Sesay
Assistant Head

Sukaina Sesay
Assistant Head

Arafat Kadir (10S) is an outstanding character and fantastic role model, which is one of the many reasons he 
is the winner of the May Jack Petchey Award. 

Arafat has a positive outlook towards his education and is very well respected among his peers. He is one of 
the most active SPARCs in Year 10 and is always willing to help in school events. 
Sharmin Chowdhury (9S) is the winner of the June Jack Petchey Award. Sharmin is an incredibly well-mannered 
student who shows immense respect towards the value of education. She was nominated for overcoming 
her anxiety of competing in sports in front of people. On sports day she followed her passion for sports and 
competed in the 100m race, giving her the confidence to undertake GCSE PE next year. 
Congratulations to Arafat and Sharmin for their achievements at Swanlea so far. 

Congratulations to Shaymaa Mohammed (10W) and Abdul Hafij (9W) for winning the March and April Jack 
Petchey Awards. 

Shaymaa, winner of the March award, has been working extremely hard, improving her English abilities. She 
recently undertook public speaking for the first time, where she read out a piece of persuasive writing to the 
rest of the class. This was Shaymaa’s first time speaking out in English and it was met with a spontaneous and 
appreciative round of applause. Shaymaa has a great attitude towards learning, we can’t wait to see her  further 
progression at Swanlea. 
Abdul won the April award for continuously challenging himself and becoming an inspiration to other students 
due to his hardworking attitude. Abdul may come across as quiet in lessons but in EMAG classes he has proven 
to be indispensable. He is always prepared and willing to help, and even supports other EMAG students by 
translating.
Shaymaa and Abdul are exceptional students who truly deserved to win the Jack Petchey Award. 

Lesley Gardner
Assistant Head
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The Super Set

Mathematics Alive!

Khalique Miah
HLTA

Sukaina Sesay
Assistant Headteacher

The maths super set consists of students who have sat an early exam, achieving a grade B or higher. The 
super set was created to give that extra nudge, giving them the opportunity to get top grades.

Students have access to A-Level material and are given the chance to do exams, gaining these qualifications. 
It is these same qualifications that give students UCAS points, putting them ahead before even doing their 
GCSEs.  The super set has proven to be a massive benefit to the achievement of Swanlea students as the 
number of A/A* has significantly improved. It has also encouraged students to think more about their future 
career paths, some even thinking about becoming doctors and engineers. Teachers have also noticed an 
increase in the excitement during lessons, where students are now showing how much they love the subject 
by getting more involved. 
The super set has provided an environment where a positive attitude towards maths is nurtured, creating a 
much more fun way to explore maths.

Maths is one of those subjects you either love or hate and it doesn’t help that most people think maths 
to be just numbers and endless calculations that never actually get used in real life. Swanlea’s Maths 

department however, believe maths to play a vital part in real life and have set up a project to prove the 
everyday applications of mathematics. 
Students were asked to plant seeds, which may not seem very mathematical but once the plants had become 
a certain size; they were required to undertake mathematical calculations. Each student was given a specific 
topic, for example; scattergraphs, pie charts, averages. They then had specific things they had to measure, such 
as the number of leaves and then had to put all their findings into the form of their specific topic. 
Not only was this a fun way of learning but it showed the applications of maths in real life, revealing the true 
value of mathematics.
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A Boundless Future

Real World Learning

Laura Minton
H&SC Coordinator

Alina Ahmad and Zara Qaiser Sandhu
Junior Journalists 7W

The past year has seen numerous visitors at Swanlea School to support learning during Health and Social 
Care lessons. Most of the guest speakers are chosen by the students and come from various backgrounds, 

including those from the local community, UEL, MIND, the Army and the London Ambulance Service.
The speakers are there to highlight all the different options students can take when thinking about their future. 
They encourage students to focus on goals and make decisions on the courses and pathways they may want 
to take. This includes providing information on alternative pathways such as apprenticeships. 
Health and Social Care guest speakers have made an enormous impact not only by giving students the 
confidence to seek out their own placements but also by celebrating the local community and its contributions 
to society and Swanlea School. We hope to see a return of many of our guests in the following years to come!

As part of a new project, Swanlea Sixth Formers undertook a three day work experience to help improve 
their grades as well as provide them with everyday skills. 

The work experience was in Health and Sociology. This proved to be a great chance for students to try out new 
things by working in charities, being youth helpers and doing community jobs. 
Students found the experience very motivational and were able to share their views and learn from each other. 
Students did an amazing job in representing Swanlea, showing a real level of professionalism, proving they 
have bright futures ahead of them. The work experience was a clear success, with the majority of students 
achieving a distinction or a high merit and some even being offered jobs! Well done to all involved.
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School’s Still In Alina Ahmad and Zara Qaiser Sandhu
Junior Journalists 7W

Learning is a journey, not a destination and even teachers are still learning. We spoke to Ms. Compton about 
how Swanlea teachers learn and her answers were quite surprising. Many teachers from our school are part 

of a teacher training programme called City Excellence in Teaching. This is an innovative one year school based 
initial teacher education programme devised and facilitated by a cluster of six secondary schools in Tower 
Hamlets with an excellent history of high quality ITE provision. 
Swanlea and the other cluster schools work in partnership with the Institute of Education, University of East 
London, Brighton University, Greenwich University and Kings College London. In addition to receiving in-
house training, teachers who are a part of this programme meet at four key points of the year to partake 
in professional study sessions where they learn from each other in a collaborative model based on action 
research. Swanlea teachers have shown dedication to the school by making sure they are kept up to date, 
ensuring Swanlea students have the best educational and learning experiences available.

An Expert of the Mind Evashni Pather
Psychology

As a leading female psychologist at the forefront of her field, Elizabeth Loftus, with her work on the 
malleability of memory, has had a unique career.  She regularly speaks about eyewitness testimony and 

she has often been called upon the world over as an expert witness on matters of memory. 
During our AS course we have studied Loftus’ studies in-depth.  One particular study focused on the impact 
of misleading information on our memories.  During the study participants watched a recorded road traffic 
accident and were asked to estimate the speed of the car. Different verbs were used with each group of 
participants, e.g. “smashed” “hit” or “contacted” and Loftus discovered the verb had a significant impact on the 
estimate.
At the conference Loftus spoke of such research and we were able to ask questions about her studies, which 
helped broaden our understanding of the subject.
We were privileged to attend such a conference and meet a leading psychologist whose work is such a 
significant aspect of our AS course.
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Golden Shelves
We are proud to announce that Swanlea has won the Golden Library Award. Swanlea is the first school in 

the borough to have won this impressive award. 
The Golden Library Award is given by the Tower Hamlets School Library Service to libraries that are developing, 
enhancing and establishing an outstanding provision. These criteria ensure that all libraries are judged according 
to these high standards. Achieving excellence together is a big part of the Swanlea values and this, along with 
meeting the points in the advanced criteria, is one of the many reason we are Golden Library Award winners. 
It’s not a surprise that we have achieved so much with our library. Not only is it a very welcoming space, but 
holds a wide variety of books, the resources to research and do homework. We take great pride and pleasure 
in reading as a school and our library reflects that. Thank you to all the readers of Swanlea and Ms. Bami for 
making our library golden. 

Alina Ahmad and Zara Qaiser Sandhu
Junior Journalists 7W

A PiXL Prize Ranjna Dudhia
Deputy Head

Swanlea School has recently won the Partners in Excellence 
(PiXL) Award for the ‘London & Surrey’ region. This amazing 

news was announced on Tuesday 8th September 2015 at the 
Pixl Celebration Event where 850 people were present. 
PiXL is a growing partnership of schools with over 1500 
secondary schools involved who work to raise the educational 
standards nationwide. The PiXL award is a national award 
celebrating outstanding progress in a school’s GCSEs. Each 
school is categorised by region and within each region two 
schools are formally awarded this prestigious award. 
Up against over 300 London schools, Swanlea was one of two 
schools to win the Award for Outstanding Achievement. This 
is a massive achievement reflecting the combined efforts of 
our staff, students and wider community, without whom this 
honour would not have occurred. Congratulations to the 
whole Swanlea community for this excellent start to the year.
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Sixth Form in Style Ranjna Dudhia
Deputy Head

The new Swanlea Sixth Form is finally in use and with it comes new 
and exciting additions to help both students and staff alike. The 

new building has a dedicated independent learning suite, which was 
built with student learning as the key focus in mind and will be used 
for mentoring and independent learning, with computers available all 
day. 
Swanlea’s new state of the art common room is the perfect place for 
students to relax between lessons and studying. With a view of the 
beautiful garden, it’s sure to be a great place to relax peacefully. 
The new building will also have offices for specialist staff members 
who focus on things such as; careers, university, Head of Years, admin 
and pastoral support. They will all have offices in the new building, 
making them easier to find and more accessible to students.
The new Sixth Form building will provide motivation to encourage 
student learning and achievement and will be a great asset to Swanlea 
School students. 

A Graduating Feast Hannah Fox
KS5 & Careers Co-ordinator

Congratulations to the Year 13 students who have 
finished their A Level exams and BTEC courses! 

The whole year group went out to celebrate with the 
teachers and other staff who have worked with them 
throughout the year, at ‘Kitchin N1’ restaurant in Kings 
Cross. They have worked really hard throughout their 
time at Swanlea Sixth Form, and we wish the students 
all the best for their final results in the summer!
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Game Day Rahima Khatun
Entitlement & Enterprise Co-ordinator

On Wednesday 1st July 2015 the finals of The Presentation Skills 
Competition took place at King Edward Hall.

Swanlea’s three finalists were Year 9 students Aissatou Djabi, Zulaika Ali and 
Owen Turner.
The students worked very well and were committed to perfecting their 
presentations, which they presented in front of an audience and judges. 
Tower Hamlets Education Business Partnership announced the winners of 
the 2015 Presentation Skills Competition. A panel of judges awarded first 
and second place to Swanlea students Owen Turner, who won an iPad Air 
and Zulaika Ali, who won a Kindle Paperwhite. Third place was awarded to a 
student from Mulberry School for Girls. 
Owen Turned commented, “I’ve learnt a lot about the elements of a good 
presentation…I really enjoyed turning this into an interesting presentation for 
the audience.”
Congratulations to all involved!

Moving in Circles Rebecca Roberts
KS3 Science

On Thursday 30th of July, Year 8 students had a great opportunity 
to explore the wonders of physics in a boomerang workshop, 

run by the Physics Factory. It was great for the students to challenge 
themselves by looking at a familiar object in a whole new way.
Heads were ducked as boomerangs went whizzing overhead while they 
learned all about the science behind the object. Everyone weighed a 
balloon before and after it was inflated. Some students couldn’t believe 
their eyes when they found that the full balloon was heavier – who’d 
have thought that air has mass! This lead them to think about air pressure 
and what happens when air flows over objects, making them move up, 
down, or not at all depending on the angle. They even explored how 
moving air can make objects vibrate, by turning straws into musical 
instruments. 
Finally, the unexpected behaviour of spinning objects was demonstrated 
with everyone making their own boomerangs out of cardboard. Everyone 
had a great time flying them around the assembly hall.



18

A Weekend With The Lads Ilene Byrne
Learning Co-ordinator

Students have always come first at Swanlea and it’s important 
to us that as a school, we make sure students know they are 

appreciated. One way we do this is by taking students on residentials 
and from the 5th to 7th June 2015, the Year 9 boys were taken to the 
Kingswood Activity Centre (the Year 9 girls had had their residential 
here when they were in Year 7). 
This residential was very important as it made students feel a sense 
of camaraderie and helped them understand that they are a part of 
a team. Students were mixed up so form groups were no longer a 
separating factor, making sure that every student interacted with 
each other, creating new friendships with varying personalities. 
There were numerous activities, such as climbing, all of which 
emphasised trust and teaming-building. These activities helped 
build relationships between the students and the staff along with 
helping them gain new skills. Students gained self-confidence, new 
friendships and great memories. It was a fun weekend for all involved 
and in the end, the students didn’t want to leave!

Connecting the World Joanna Cielecka
EMAG

Do you feel part of an European community? EAL students have been representing us on an international 
platform called eTwinning. It is run by the Erasmus Project (named after a very clever medieval scholar) 

which is a European Union body helping students exchange between their schools and universities. 
So what do we do? Firstly, we exchange letters with schools in Poland, Italy and France. It was very nice to 
hear how  other students spend winter holidays! Then Year8 EAL decided that it would be great to start a blog- 
www.osteria1.blogspot.com. There we wrote about our school and Whitechapel Market. We took pictures of 
different fruits and vegetables and described various Bengali dishes. It was fun to write about cooking - even 
for the boys!
The Year 9 EAL group worked in collaboration with a French school on a performance about World War 1. We 
enjoyed playing the scene of the assassination of Franz Ferdinand the most! Meanwhile Year7 EAL (EMAG) 
have been wonderful hosts to our eTwinning partners from Ukraine. They visited us in February and were very 
impressed with Swanlea.
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Music Jane Brownlea
Head of PVA Faculty

Mahadi Hassan from Year 8 was the Music prize winner of 2015. He recently 
completed his ABRSM grade exams on both viola and piano with superb 

results. The examiner said of his playing – ‘It is expressive and with spirit’. 
Mahadi is a member of a number of music ensembles including; the choir, 
orchestra, chamber group, and has been a leader in music this year. He has 
attended music theory and music technology workshops. Mahadi has shown 
great independence, focusing on learning two instruments and practicing 
every day for an hour before school. He has an emotional intelligence 
which comes to life in the way he expresses himself musically. Mahadi has 
a sophisticated understanding of musical arrangement and nuance. He is 
able to work autonomously and contributes in a highly articulate manner in 
ensembles. It is evident to everyone that meets Mahadi that he is mature and 
considerate. He embodies all of the qualities that we expect from a Swanlea 
School Music Scholar. It has been a pleasure teaching him this year. 

Academic Overview
A glance at all the action across the different faculties...
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Drama

Physical Education

Laura Ellington
Head of Drama

Chris Curran
KS4 PE

The sports department at Swanlea has 
numerous opportunities for students and 

Nina Dujakovic, 8S, shows why it’s a good 
idea to get involved. 
Nina began Swanlea as a shy Year 7 student 
but during her PE lessons she broke out of 
her shell, gaining the confidence to talk to 
teachers and students. Nina loves PE and 
describes her teacher, Ms Flannery, as “a 
great teacher. She’s very kind and takes the 
time to explain what you don’t understand”.
Nina is on the Netball team, playing defense 
positions such a goal or wing defense. Netball 
has made a positive impact on her life by 
giving her a sense of responsibility and helping 
her make new friends.  
It’s no surprise that Nina’s passion for Netball 
has resulted in her being picked for the 
Tower Hamlets  borough team. This amazing 
opportunity means she will play with different 
people and develop more skills. 
Nina’s words of advice to future Swanlea 
students are, “put yourself forward, take a 
hold of the opportunities, you’ll be surprised 
at what you’ll enjoy and discover!”

This year the Year 11 GCSE Drama class has done extremely well and each student should be proud of their 
achievements.

Between September and December the students completed two of their assessed GCSE Units (worth 60% of 
their GCSE) which involve 12 hours of practical exploration and 5000 words of controlled assessment. Within 
this short time 97% of the students achieved A*- B for both of these units making their teacher very proud of 
their commitment, focus and hard work!
In January, students started preparation for Unit 3, a performance exam to an external examiner worth 40% of 
their overall GCSE grade. This unit involved students coming to a high number of after school, Saturday and Half 
Term rehearsals. Dedication, resilience and determination were vital skills needed by each student to ensure 

that their performances 
were completed to a 
high standard. 
We look forward to 
seeing the results in 
August.

Good luck Year 11!



21

Religious Studies

Geography

Evashni Pather
RE

Nick Lee
Head of Geography

Geography has had a fantastic year at Swanlea 
and while we have built on our GCSE success of 

2014 there has been some fantastic developments in 
Key Stage 3 as well. Sumaiyah, in 7S is an example of 
a student who has progressed tremendously in her 
independent learning skills over the year. As a piece 
of weekly homework, students have to develop and 
understand the broader impacts of the topics they are 
studying. In this piece of outstanding work Sumaiyah 
has created a poster summarising the terrible impacts 
of the 2007 Haiti flood. The combination of excellent 
presentation, creativity and excellent understanding 
of geography has allowed her to produce one of the 
finest pieces of work in Year 7.

Year 8 students were learning about Islam in their RE lessons 
and were asked to design and build models of mosques. 

Students found this project extremely helpful as it further 
contributed to their learning. Whilst designing their mosques they 
were required to research - during this period, they learnt new 
facts which they had previously not known, gaining knowledge 
that went beyond mosques. 
Designing the mosques was a fun experience as students 
were able to integrate original ideas with designs which they 
discovered through their research. Building the models however 
was not an easy task as it required a lot of time and patience but 
our students succeeded in creating amazing models. 
Some of the more difficult aspects when building the models 

were the key features, 
such as the dome. The key 
challenge was ensuring that 
the foundation was solid so 
like any architect, students 
had to think about how 
to make sure the building 
would stay up.  This project 
was a great opportunity to 
learn more about Islam and 
the architecture of mosques. 
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Sociology

Government & Politics

Shadeka Mirza
Head of Sociology

Sinead Layzelle
Government & Politics

In Sociology, students learn about society, education, family and how the world works. Fahmida Begum, 10E, 
enjoys studying sociology as she finds it very interesting to learn about the different aspects of society. 

Fahmida recently studied a topic on family, which was an eye opener for her as she previously did not realise 
there was more than one type of family. She learnt how each type of family, for example nuclear or extended, 
effects people and how in reality there is no such thing as the ‘perfect’ family. 
One of the ways the class showed their knowledge was by writing essays. Through essay writing students were 
able to relate to certain family types and discovered that the nuclear family is no longer the norm.
Fahmida was able to see how what she learnt in class can be used in real life; for example, she is now able to 
spot the signs of labeling occurring in different family environments.  She hopes to continue studying sociology 
in to the future.

Recently students in Government and Politics had to put their communication skills to use when they were 
asked to debate on topics related to pressure groups. 

Each student had the chance to plan both for and against points and was then allocated a side to argue from 
by the teacher, thus giving them a chance to rebut someone else’s point.
Students really enjoyed this activity as it not only helped those who were shy and nervous develop more 
confidence, but also encouraged everyone to get involved and work as a team. It also gave students the 
opportunity to research counter arguments and voice their own opinions in a safe environment, whilst bringing 
the class together at the same time. 
Government and Politics is a highly recommended course. The students are always amazed to learn about the 
mechanics of Westminster and how things work and how decisions are made.
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Media Studies

History

Jasmine Momo
10S

Sinead Layzelle
Head of History

Throughout the year, the history department has been building academic and extended writing skills at Key 
Stage Three. In addition to the collaboration with the Institute of Education and Tower Hamlets ‘Fetch Me 

a Pen!’ initiative, the department has also seen some outstanding progress from our EMAG students. Whilst 
there are many students who have developed greater confidence in their oracy and written communication, 
special mention must go to a few noteworthy examples.  Rafiur Rahman of 8N has seen his level of academic 
writing soar and he has exceeded his target level with the ability to analyse and 
argue on historical topics such as the American Civil Rights movement. Similarly, 
Marina Barsotti Martins in 7C has worked fantastically to improve her level of 
written communication and has gained confidence since joining Swanlea. A “Slow 
writing” task saw her complete an in-depth, detailed and descriptive diary entry on 
the causes of the Indian Mutiny in 1857. Finally, Kamrul Amin in 7W was recognised 
for his academic writing and significant progress throughout the year and was a 
well-deserved recipient of the History Department’s academic achievement award 
at this year’s Awards Evening.

There’s a lot you can and can’t expect from GCSE Media Studies. I never knew that by beginning this course 
during Year 9, how simply enjoyable it would be throughout the year. 

I had perceived Media Studies to be a GCSE subject with a certain amount of practicality involved, along with 
imagination and concentration, and I was correct. It’s very useful being able to analyse and observe, not just 
in Media Studies, but in other subjects such as English and 
History.
Despite how challenging Media Studies can be at times, the 
entertainment aspect of this subject outweighs the demand 
of work. Being a subject that is founded on film, music and 
pop culture, it’s fascinating to explore the invention behind 
these types of media. Analysing a film trailer to observe 
sound and image is one of many highlights while studying 
Media Studies.
There’s so much to explore and understand. The depth and 
independence of this GCSE course is why I found Media 
Studies to be an exceptional choice of subject.
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English

Literacy

Manjot Bami
Librarian

Khaled Ahmed
Senior Literacy Tutor

After the spectacular success of Sadia in The Poetry Slam last year, pupils were looking forward to 
participating again this year. It is a great opportunity for pupils to explore the issues around ‘Identity’ and 

do some original writing.
The Poetry Slam started with a two-day workshop in the school Library and was led by spoken-word artist 
Joelle Taylor. Joelle started the session with the performance of one of her poems. She then worked with the 
pupils to look at poetic techniques, writing stimulus, beatbox, and writing a poem or rap piece around the 

theme of Identity. The young poets worked well, writing some amazing 
poems and enjoying the creative process.
The second day was spent on performance skills and rehearsals, leading 
to the filming of the completed poems that will be entered for the final 
judging that takes place later in the year.
The selected poems came from Thamina, Sarmili, Karemah and Fargena, 
with each performing their poems at the Tower Hamlets Slam Showcase 
at the Rich Mix Center in Bethnal Green. 

The Literacy Team begins each term by looking at 
the core student data (reading age, current level 

in English, levels of progress, and teacher comments) 
and then selecting the pupils they will be working 
with for the next 10-12 weeks. There are two Senior 
Literacy Tutors appointed to each year group and 
each Tutor has a cohort of about 12 students. I was 
allocated to work with Year 9 alongside Mr Porritt, 
and decided to have Md Wahidur Rahman 9E among 
my list of 12 students. 
Wahidur started the intervention with a Reading 
Age of 12:03, his current level in English was 4a, and 
he was only making 2 points of progress. He also 
admitted in a questionnaire that he never reads. This 
was typical of a student seen by the Literacy team. 
Together through one-to-one sessions, we worked 
on reading techniques to improve comprehension, 
vocabulary and inference skills by studying short 
texts (often articles) with some work on sentencing 
and punctuation. We also played various games/ 
activities in group sessions aimed at building speaking 
and listening skills and confidence. By the end, 
Wahidur had achieved a Reading Age of 14:09, has 
since been attending the Homework Club regularly 
to study, and even achieved a level 6 in pieces of 
work for English!
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Design & Technology

Art

Sarah Turner
Design & Technology

Michelle Mendieta
9A

This years Design and Technology department exhibited a sample of KS4, GCSE 
work from Resistant Materials and Graphic Products.

Resistant Materials’ pupils designed and made beautiful sustainable furniture, 
recycling the wood from the old school DT work benches.
In contrast, the Graphic Products’ pupils produced two projects; one was to design a 
range of promotional items for a company, where they printed promotional T-shirts 
with swing tags and packaging. The second project was to design and make high 
quality secure packaging for a three dimensional product of their choice.
Resistant Materials and Graphic Products pupils were also required to produce a 
portfolio recording their ‘design and make journey’ for each project. This required 
pupils to develop their knowledge and understanding on materials and the design 
-and-make processes.

In June a group of Students from year 9 were chosen to represent 
Swanlea School and take part in three architecture workshops.

The first session took part on the 37th floor of the ‘Cheesegrater’ 
building. We were arranged into groups and given design 
challenges. The views were amazing! Buildings were drawn and 
details were added from choices within a viewfinder. 
We saw the city from a completely different perspective and 
worked with leading London architects and artists. We were 
encouraged to work with line, space and form. 
We walked around the square mile and visited some of the 
sculptures. My favourite was the tiny figures by Japanese artist 
Tomoaki Suzuki, modeled after real Londoners. This is on display 
outside the Gherkin. 
These workshops have made us really excited about starting 
GCSE Art next year and the possible career paths it could lead to. 
Thanks to Ms Dever, Ms Bruce, Ms Bami and Mr Ahmed for 
accompanying us on the trip.
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Science

Maths

Rebecca Roberts
KS3 Science

Patrick Doolittle
Numeracy Tutor

The Science ambassadors project is going from strength to 
strength, and is an example of the fantastic collaboration between 

schools in the East 1 Partnership. Over the past year, some keen year 
5 scientists from across the borough have been learning new and 
exciting experiments at Swanlea. These science ambassadors have 
then turned into teachers, going back to their schools to show the 
rest of their classes how to do these experiments. 
Tuesday 7th July saw the celebration event, where we look back over 
the past year and thank the year 5 students, and their teachers, for 
all their hard work. Certificates were given out and students had 
the chance to show their parents some of the experiments that they 
had completed at Swanlea. Sheep hearts were dissected by budding 

surgeons while the 
ecologists of the group 
opened up owl pellets 
to find rodent bones 
inside. Acids and 
alkalies were tested 
using colourful litmus 
paper, and the more 
adventurous students 
had a go at using the 
hair-raising Van de 
Graaff generator.

Layla Akhazzan has made incredible progress in maths this year, moving from a level 4b to a 6c in the space 
of only a few months. After being disappointed with her first result of the year, she was picked up for 

mentoring and has moved from strength to strength. Each new topic has been taken in quickly and her attitude 
in lessons has also improved immeasurably. Layla is now happy to ask for help if she needs it and is a lot more 

confident in general. 
Although Layla hasn’t always enjoyed the subject, she still puts 
her all into her work and is determined to continue to improve. 
Her drive to get to the next level is something we should all look 
up to and I am confident that she will continue to improve and 
fulfill her potential in the coming years.



27

Computing Studies

Business Studies

Tajmina Chowdhury
ICT & Computing

Dean Wantling
Business Mentor

Thursday 23rd April 2015 was International Girls in ICT Day, where 150 countries celebrated women working 
in ICT by holding events and raising awareness of the work women do. 

The world of technology is expanding and advancing, causing a greater need for creators, innovators and creative 
thinkers. This has increased females working in ICT but not when it comes to top positions in companies. This 
is partly due to the stereotype that ICT is a ‘male subject’, causing girls from a young age to forgo a subject 
which they might otherwise enjoy. 
The aim of International Girls in ICT Day is to change these attitudes and inspire, empower and motivate girls of 
all ages to follow their dreams within ICT. Swanlea celebrated the occasion with a ‘Poster Design’ competition 
where students were encouraged to create a poster that presented and discussed the achievements of an 
inspirational woman working in ICT. The winner of the competition was Zara Sandhu of 7W. She was the 
winner of a computer kit - congratulations Zara!

Luthfia Nuren Chowdhoury, from 10L has proved she has a great head for Business and Enterprise. Not only 
has she made excellent progress to date, she has also been predicted to do very well in her GCSE Business 

exams, the results of which are out in August. 
Nuren’s future aspirations include being successful in Business or Engineering. She welcomes the current 
influence of prominent female entrepreneurs, such as Indra Nooyi, the CEO of Pepsi, within the business 
world. Nuren hopes one day to be another successful female member of the enterprising world.

Nuren’s involvement in Swanlea is exceptional. She is not only an 
active member of the SPARCs and their involvement in the wider 
school environment, but has also helped with Business related 
events such as open days and taster sessions. 
Here at Swanlea we are proud to be represented by students such as 
Luthfia Nuren Chowdhoury. 
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Modern Foreign Languages

Inclusion

Malika Bouamama
Head of French

Natascia Maita
Nurture Group

For the past three years Swanlea School’s nurture group has been working with Drake Music, an organisation 
that works with schools and special needs children. Throughout the year Drake Music has been sending 

artists to Swanlea and every year they set a final project for the students to complete.
This year’s project involved learning how to play traditional Indian and African instruments and learning 
Bangladeshi and African songs. Our nurture group collaborated with the nurture groups from Morpeth School 
and John Green School, bringing together a wonderful mix of music. 
This year all three schools performed their newly learnt instruments at Rich Mix, an independent arts venue 
in East London. This was a wonderful opportunity for all involved as it gave students the chance to meet 
professional musicians and perform with them too. 
All the students loved this opportunity and enjoy working with Drake Music every year. We hope next year’s 
project will be just as successful!

Amongst many other budding linguists, Lazina Chowdhoury has been a fantastic learner of French this year. 
I chose to write about Lazina, because of her drive and determination for improvement. 

She is trilingual, speaking English, Italian and Bengali. Above all, she takes initiative and responsibility for her 
learning, always asking how she can improve further. 
She has been organised and methodical in her class work and homework. She has achieved beyond her 
expected level, completing extension tasks and learning aspects of language not normally taught in year 7. 

Lazina has attended the Community Languages club on a regular basis to 
prepare herself for her Italian GCSE examination which she speaks with 
her family and friends.  
Lazina is an inspiration and offers great support to her peers in class. 
Like many students in Swanlea who speak more than one language, she 
enjoys both natural ability and the circumstances in which to practise 
her home languages. The qualities that really make a difference to her 
progress are her determination, focus and hard work. 
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Open Morning (9:30am - 10:30am)

Year 10 Parent/Carers Information Evening
(4pm - 7pm)

Year 7 Parent/Carers Information Evening
(1:45pm - 5pm)

Open Morning (9:30am - 10:30am)

Open Morning (9:30am - 10:30am)

Year 9 Parent/Carers Information Evening
(3:45pm - 5pm)

Open Evening (4pm - 6pm)

Open Morning (9:30am - 10:30am)

Year 8 Parent/Carers Information Evening
(3:45pm - 5pm)

INSET day

Half Term Holiday

Year 11 Parent/Carers Evening
(4pm - 7pm)

Last day of term

For the Diary...

5th Oct

7th Oct

30th Sept

12th Oct

28th Sept

28th Sept

2nd Oct

12th Oct

23rd Oct

5th Oct

25th Nov

26th - 30th Oct

18th Dec

Swanlea School
31 Brady Street

London
E1 5DJ

t: 020 7375 3267
swanlea.towerhamlets.sch.uk
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