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fABULOUS fACEBOOk:
CONfIRmEd fRIENdS

LETTER fROm THE HEAd

LETTER fROm THE GOVERNORS
mR mORRIS,
VICE CHAIR Of
GOVERNORS
Dear friends,
I’m very pleased to
introduce this issue of
Swanlea News, with so
much exciting information
for you as parents about the school and its students.
Having served as a Governor for almost 15 years,
it has been a constant pleasure to see the school
develop and ultimately to gain the accolade of an
“Outstanding School”.

Dear Parents, Carers, students and friends of
Swanlea,
It was with great enjoyment and pride that I attended
the school’s drama production, facebook. I have
been privilidged to see many wonderful Swanlea
productions, but this was my irst as Headteacher.
It was an absolute pleasure, and my sincere
congratualtions go to all the students who worked so
hard to put it together.
As usual, a tremendous amount has happened over
the past term. We were delighted to host a visit from
our partner school, Seih Alaia in Oman as a result
of Swanlea students’ recent success in winning the
British Council Connecting Classrooms competition.
I hope the visiting party enjoyed their stay here as
much as we enjoyed having them.
In addition to all the work that students undertake
on a daily basis, they have also demonstrated their
admirable compassion and capacity to care for others
through all the effort they put into raising money for
Red Nose day this year. A special mention should
go to the Nurture Group (pictured above) who put an
impressive £150 towards the inal total of over £1000
through their bake sale. Congratulations all!

This term, of course, Ms Landers has become Head
Teacher after several years working alongside Ms
Austin as her Deputy. We are now very pleased to
welcome Ms Smyth as Deputy Head Teacher, who
joins us after many years working in other schools in
East London.
The future for Swanlea remains bright but we know
there may also be some dificult times ahead. Cuts
in Government funding for education will mean
some restrictions on the services which Tower
Hamlets Council and Swanlea School can provide
for students. We will do everything we can to
protect the services and facilities the school offers.
Thankfully our rebuilding project is unaffected by the
Government’s cuts. When that is completed and the
Crossrail project is inished, we will all have a bigger
and better school to enjoy.
With best wishes
Andrew morris
Vice Chair of Governing Body
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STATUS UPdATE...
Swanlea school's latest
production, "Facebook",
captivated and enthralled
audiences throughout its weeklong run in February. The cast
were a mixed ability, mixed
gender and multi cultural group
of young people who relect our
community at Swanlea School.

I was really impressed with the energy
of the group. I loved the way the whole cast
performed as the chorus, the narrator, the scenery
and created the music. It was absolutely wonderful
and I felt very proud of my daughter who took part
in it, well as all of the children who worked so hard.

This original piece, inspired
by Swanlea students' GCSE
Drama performance, was written,
choreographed and staged
entirely by these students in a
creative process facilitated by Mr
Shindler . After a 5 month journey
of creative exploration, students
put on a spectacular piece of
Physical Theatre which addressed
issues related to identity, culture,
humanity, and responsibility.

The entire
cast remained on
stage throughout the
performance, acting as
the scenery, background,
chorus and props, as well
as individuals and as an
ensemble.
The play was thoroughly
enjoyed by all, with many
commenting on the bravery of
students to perform to such
a large audience. The cast
also went on to do a special
performance at The Lewes
Priory School in East Sussex.
Many congratulations to the
students for their hard work
and commitment.

OTHER dRAmA NEWS
Year 10 GCSE pupils went to
the Barbican to watch 'Black
Watch', a hugely powerful piece
of theatre about war. They have
now completed their irst piece of
coursework writing a review of the
play.

Claire Davies, Parent

Year 11 are very busy making their
inal pieces for the examiner. This
year we have 7 plays which I am
conident will reach the highest
standards. They are creating exciting,
relective,challenging pieces of theatre
This summer we have been invited
to make a ilm about the anniversary
of the battle for Cable Street, ‘From
Cable Street to Brick Lane’ which will
be shown as part of the Shoreditch
ilm festival at Wilton Music Hall in
October
DISS(Dance in Swanlea School)
has gone from strength to strength.
They have performed at many events
including ‘Step Live’ at Saddlers Wells
and ‘Borough Beats’ at Mulberry
School as well as at Awards evening
and in assemblies.
mr Shindler
Leader of Learning for PVA
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Cosmopolitan
classes get connected
Children of the Planet entered
a competition run by the British
Council/Connecting Classrooms.
The story had to be a 100 word
play featuring some of the Olympic
ideals. As it was a Connecting
Classrooms project (our school is
connected to a school in Oman)
our play had to have 20 words of
Arabic in it. Swanlea students won
this competition, together with our
partner school. Our prize involved
having some students from Oman
come over to the UK for one week
to attend a weekend workshop
with other winning schools.
Students from Yemen, UAE, Saudi
Arabia and Iraq all came to London
to take part in this exciting and
inspiring event. Held at the Royal
Festival Hall at the Southbank,
Swanlea students worked
alongside children from the Middle
East to developed new skills
through drama workshops. At the
end of the two day workshop they
were able to present these new
skills to a small select audience.
The BBC were also involved and
interviewed a number of children,
so hopefully a programme to be
shown in the future on BBC News.
The Omani delegation composed
of the school's English Teacher,
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four Year 10 girls and a member of
the British Council in Oman. They
spent a week at Swanlea School
and were involved in a number of
projects and classroom activities
including International Women’s
Day, where we were extremely
proud to welcome Rushnara
Ali, MP who gave a stirring and
motivational speech to a number
of our girls. The Omani students
and their teacher thought our MP
was absolutely amazing and really
enjoyed our celebration. Apart
from a bit of sightseeing, they
were also involved in the Merrill

Lynch/Bank of America Project
Business Day with Year 8. One
of the girls from Oman told Ms
Chowdhury that it was the most fun
she had ever had in a classroom.
The Omani teacher thought it
was a wonderful way to learn
Business practice. The visit was a
resounding success and we hope
to continue building up links with
our Omani partners.
Ms Pritchard
Business & Enterprise Coordinator
Ms Choudhury
Pupil/Parent Project Co-ordinator

Swanlea noSe how
to raiSe money!
Swanlea students embraced this
year's message for Comic Relief
and certainly tried their level best
to "do something funny for money".
The school council, together
with extra help from students
in Years 9 and 11, organised
a non-uniform day, as well
as a whole range of exciting
activities designed to
raise money for Comic
Relief. Students took part
in face-painting, sprayed
their hair red, ran an applebobbing stand and baked
and sold cakes. The Nurture
Group did particularly well
in their bake sale and raised
an impressive £150! In total,
Swanlea students raised over
£1000 for the Comic Relief charity.
Very well done to all who helped
make this happen!
mr Goodman
deputy Headteacher
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WORLd BOOk dAy

On this year’s World Book day
on 3rd March, 25 Swanlea students
visited the Whitechapel Idea Store
to meet and listen to the world
famous author, Frank Cottrell
Boyce.
The Reader Organisation
launched their ‘Reading
Campaign’ for young people and
distributed free copies of ‘The
Unforgotten Coat’ to students. It is
a new exclusive novel for young

people aged 10-16 and was written
especially for the World Book Day
by Frank Cottrell Boyce, who is a
well known author and his book
Millions was made into a very
successful ilm.
Pupils enjoyed a reading from
the book by the author. The
photographers, whose pictures
are in the book, were also present
and talked about the challenges

of taking pictures to it in with the
story.
All the pupils spoke to the author
at the end and got their books
signed by him. The pupils were
very enthusiastic and want to meet
more authors, which I hope to
organise next term.
Ms Bami
Librarian

SWANLEA STUdENT dEfENdS ART
IN LLOyd'S OLd LIBRARy
Wahid Ali, 10L, took part in a
prestigious public speaking
competition, organised by
Lloyds and the Tower Hamlets
Education Business Partnership.
Nine students from seven Tower
Hamlets secondary schools made
the inal round of the competition
and won the opportunity to make
their argument about what they
felt passionately about. Subjects
ranged from whether grafiti was
vandalism or art, if assisted suicide
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should be a human right, and if the
deicit should be tackled.
Wahid Ali was successful in
winning third place, putting forward
a compelling case that grafiti is
indeed art, and that art is about
variety.
Wahid had a dificult task ahead
of him, as not only did he have to
speak in front of an audience of his
peers, but also try to impress the

formidable judging panel, made
up of Lloyd’s market participants,
Tower Hamlets Education Business
Partnership Director Mike Tyler and
a former competition winner. He
did tremendously well in holding
his nerve and gave an impressive
performance. Wahid also won the
opportunity to go on a special tour
of the Houses of Parliament later
on this summer. Well done Wahid!
ms Palmer
Teacher of English

FROM TOP GRADES
TO TOP GRADUATES
Cambridge Heath Sixth Formers
have had some resounding
successes in their January
modules for the AS and A2
examinations. Many of our A2
students got A grades - Lubna
Hussain and Maya Haynes in
English Literature achieved full
marks in the module. Both Maya
and Lubna hope to go on to
undergraduate degrees in English.
35 of our year 13 students currently
have overall grades at A or B in a
range of subjects.
These results came out to students
on Thursday 10th March. Students
were sent to the Wessex site to
receive the results during break
time. The atmosphere was tense
in the building as worried students
queued to open their results
statements. Many students had
been working hard, but as the
saying goes ‘the proof of the

pudding is in the eating’. The
results are the proof that the hard
work has been justiied.
Sulaman Khan, Rupa Aktar Ali
and Sultana Jahan achieved
highly in Biology, Syed Rashed
Miah in Chemistry, Nashir Uddin
and Rupa (again!) in Sociology,
Shahir Haque in Business Studies,
Annalie James and Nashir (again!)
in A2 Psychology. Farhana Begum
achieved an A in Maths and Abid
Uddin in ICT. Papiya Sultana, and
Amina Khanom also did very well in
Media Studies and English. These
students among others deserve our
heartiest congratulations.
Our AS students exhibited similar
successes. Shamim Ahmed,
Shamim Hussain, Syed Hussain,
Suian Karim, Belayet Khan and
Abu Suian achieved A and B
grades in Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, Psychology and ICT
modules; Raveena Rana and
Fhozila Malik each achieved an “A”
in Psychology, Jemima Williams
got an A in sociology and Nelima
Islam got an A in Biology. I have

picked out a few of the highest
achieving names, but there are
many more students who have
worked hard to achieve passes in
these Modular examinations.
In more celebratory news,
over 70% of our Year 13 students
have applied for university places
and have now received offers!
Universities chosen range from
Keele and Chester to Imperial
College London, Hertfordshire
and City University. Courses
include Arabic and linguistics at
Westminster, Film and Television
at Brunel and Mechanical
Engineering at Kingston. Our
students are incredibly talented
and ambitious. Nineteen
Cambridge Heath students have
applied to some of the highest
ranked universities in the UK and
have now received offers to start
courses with them in October
2011. I hope that you will join with
me in wishing them every success
in their studies over the next three
months. I hope to be able to
update you with more news after
the summer holidays.
ms Coker
director,
Cambridge Heath Sixth form

7

Expanding minds
The Gifted and Talented Academy is a new and
exciting initiative that offers pupils from Years 5-8
the opportunity to participate in new subjects that
are not currently offered as part of the National
Curriculum. The G&T Academy aims to expose
high achieving pupils to different academic
experiences that help to further enhance their skills
and ability and in turn increase their aspirations to
attend Russell Group Universities.
This term, pupils had the opportunity
to participate in Philosophy
Workshops, which were held at
Swanlea School and delivered by
Andy West from the Philosophy Shop.
The workshops aimed to develop
pupils' thinking, speaking and listening
skills. Pupils took part in a range of
interactive workshops focused on
different philosophical discussions
on topics including decision

making, beliefs
and deining
learning. The
pupils involved in
this project have
had the chance
to participate in a
unique learning experience where
the discussions are determined
by their thoughts and ideas. In
addition to this, primary pupils
have had the chance to interact
with secondary pupils and also
have had to chance to experience
learning within a secondary school
setting.

The East 1 Schools’ Partnership
aims to further develop the Gifted
and Talented Academy next
academic year and aims to deliver
a range of subjects including Latin,
Mandarin and Classics.
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Expanding horizons
Communicators, Nutritionists
and Forensic Scientists. The
event aimed to show pupils
that Science is fun and also
get some of the pupils thinking
about their future careers.
As part of the day, pupils
collected information about each
career which they later used to
develop presentations about
the career of their choice. As
part of a partnership Science
Week competition, the best
presentation from each school
As part of National Science and
received a prize.
Engineering Week, the East
1 Schools’ Partnership held
ms Allen
an event focused on Science
East 1
Careers. The event was held Schools
at Swanlea School and was
Partnership
attended by more than 230
primary and secondary pupils.
Year 5 pupils from the
partner primary schools and
some Year 7 Swanlea pupils
participated in interactive
workshops delivered by different
Science professionals. The
workshops aimed to develop
pupils’ knowledge of the
different types of careers
that involve Science and the
pupils attended workshops
delivered by Engineers, Science
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primary & secondary
♫
harmony
♪

On Monday 21st March the Music
Department took 71 students
to the Barbican Centre to see a
special performance given by the
London Symphony Orchestra.
We were delighted to be able to
invite 26 students from one of
our East 1 Schools’ Partnership,
Canon Barnett Primary School,
to attend. Swanlea students
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who play orchestral instruments
were delighted to be able to see
professional musicians play the
instruments they themselves
are studying to learn. Miriam
Bougoussa, 7L, said “It was so
exciting to see a full orchestra play
live! I really enjoyed hearing them
and learning more about music”.

Students heard an exciting concert
that featured Beethoven’s 5th
Symphony, as well as pieces
from a range of different styles
and periods. Everyone thoroughly
enjoyed themselves - we hope for
another outing soon!

ms Brownlee
Leader of Learning for music

performed their own work, as well as an ensemble
piece. All of the performances were of an excellent
quality which the audience thoroughly enjoyed.

Another exciting time in Music and as our Year 11
students are inalising their BTEC coursework we
wish them every success in the future. The Year 11
music class have produced outstanding recording and
we will be having a launch of their CDs after Easter.
31st march
Students taking part in the ABRSM Music exams
in the summer gave a special, smaller recital style
concert in the music amphitheatre recently. The
concert was short, but full of quality content. Students

6th April
The following Wednesday our school cluster choir
performed in the Whitechapel Ideas store. The choir
has around 40 children attending from many of our
feeder primary schools. They sounded absolutely
wonderful, and it was really lovely to see parents and
staff from the various schools there in support.
Look out for information about the Swanlea Music
festival 24th-26th June.
ms Brownlee
Leader of Learning for music

Down to business!
8WAN all had their Project
Business Day with Bank of
America/Merrill Lynch in March,
which taught them about trading
and the basic principles required
within a business.

Our Omani guests who were
with us also joined in and really
enjoyed themselves and gave
great presentations to our
students at the end. This day
got our students to think outside
the box and how to work in a
team. They worked to complete
the tasks within teams as well
as individually, and learnt how to
identify what type of skills they
had, and what they might need to
develop further. It was great to
see our Swanlea boys and girls
interacting and working together
to fulil their objectives.
ms Pritchard
Business & Enterprise Coordinator
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NEWS fROm THE P.E. TEAm...
ms flowers, ms foley, mr Grant, mr Guzda & mr Thomas
TOWER HAmLETS INdOOR
ROWING COmPETITION
FRIDAY 28th JANUARY at
OAKLANDS SCHOOL
Results:
Leemon Mohammad 7C and
Sarah Fakhuri 10L - 1st place
Mona Ahmed 8E and Aminul
Islam 9N - 2nd place
Anthony Williams 11N - 3rd place
Bethan Turner 9A - 4th place
Roda Abokor 8L, Ahmed Abokor
10N and Muhammad Mia 7A
came 3rd in group B.
Overall Swanlea came 3rd out of
10 schools.
The students were all outstanding
and worked really hard, coming to
train in the multigym most break
and lunch times for last 3 weeks.
Congratulations to them all for
their tremendous commitment

WINNERS!
SWANLEA STUdENTS
SLALOm TO SUCCESS
Foridha Yasmin, 8E and Aminul
Hoque, 11C, took part in the
Tower Hamlets Panathalon
competition in February at
Langdon School. Swanlea
students performed outstandingly,
with Foridha winning 1 Bronze
and 1 Silver medal, and Aminul
winning 1 Bronze and 2 Silver
medals. The students took part
in the wheelchair slalom and
the relay race, and performed
with great focus and maturity.
Everyone involved was really
impressed with the students, and
all were delighted that they won
so many medals! Special thanks
go to Ms Reilly and Mr Adnan
Miah for their tremendous and
invaluable support.
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and energy.
EAST LONdON ROWING
CHAmPIONSHIP
11th February
Lemon Mohammad 7C - 3rd place
Congratualtions Lemon!
CONGRATULATIONS
to Nazia Choudhury and
Fatima Hussain (Year 8) for
representing Swanlea School
and Tower Hamlets in the
London Youth Games.

