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swanlea launches new library
on world book day

the reading issue!

LETTER FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents, Carers, students and
friends of Swanlea,
Welcome to the Spring Edition of
Swanlea News. You will no doubt
notice as you read this issue, Swanlea
has embraced and placed a new
focus on reading. Reading is such a
powerful tool; it has the power to
impact upon every single subject
and raise the achievements of every
child. I believe passionately in the
importance of reading and want
every student at Swanlea to have a
love of reading, not just because of the
enormous benefit it will have to their
education, but also because I love to read myself. Reading is a wonderful activity and can bring enormous joy.
In this issue, you will also be able to find out more about our recent Super Learning Days. I was absolutely thrilled that on
our last Super Learning Day, 430 students were given the opportunity to go on a school trip. Over 200 students went to
the theatre on that day, either to see The Lion King or Wicked at the West End. I am hugely grateful to those members
of staff who made that possible, as well as all my colleagues who worked so hard to make all of our Super Learning Days
such a success. Having spoken to a number of students about the activities which took place on Super Learning Days, I
know they had a wonderful time and learnt a lot from their experiences.
As the Summer examinations approach swiftly, I want to thank all those of you who have worked so hard to support
students. I know that the examination period can have a stressful impact not just on students but on families as well. It is
much appreciated, and I look forward to students reaping the benefit of their hard work.
With best wishes,

LETTER FROM THE GOVERNORS
Mr Turner, parent Governor
Dear Parents
Swanlea school has achieved excellent results in last year’s GSCEs, but the school is not being
complacent. A lot of effort is now being applied to our youngest students to equip them
with the reading and literacy skills, which will allow them to access the curriculum more
broadly. Around 50 Year 7 students are being given extra tuition that will strengthen their
learning capability across all subjects. The literacy initiative is an important development at
Swanlea, led by the Head, Ms Landers and overseen by the Head of Transition, Kabir Miah. Funding remains tight, but
this school remains committed to driving standards higher, and ensuring more of our students are eventually able to
compete for the best university places.
Best regards
Graham Turner
Parent Governor
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World Book Day
On Thursday 1st March, Miriam González Durántez, a
partner of the international legal practice, Dechert, and
the wife of the Deputy Prime Minister, paid a visit to
Swanlea School to formally open their new library. An
appropriate event to fall on World Book day, Ms González
Durántez spent some time with Swanlea students in the
newly refurbished library, talking to them about how
important reading is to them. Following the cutting of the
ribbon, Miriam gave an inspiring speech to students about
her own love of reading and her experiences of reading
to her own children. She spoke of books as ‘friends’ who
I love our new library, it’s so open and
welcoming. I love to read, it makes me smart.
Reading is better than watching TV because
books are magical. I love to visit the library and
particularly like the new e-readers that we now
have. It is so exciting to use them!
Emad Uddin, Year 7

are always there for you and, like friends, cheer you up,
comfort you or take you on adventures depending on your
mood.
Ms González Durántez listened to students give a
presentation, and then spoke to them about what reading
means to her. A wonderful event, Swanlea students were
excited to show Ms González Durántez the new facilities
they now have access to, such as e-readers and computerbased reading competitions.
My class are in a competition with other
Year 7 students to see who can read the
most numbers of words. We can track this
online, using the computer system. At the
moment my class are winning –we have
read over 3 million words so far this term!
Yasin Brown, Year 7

I love reading because it means I can
be in my own world, I can imagine
whatever I want. The library is so
peaceful, it’s a lovely place to be in, and I
enjoy being able to read anything here.
Tarin Pasha, Year 7
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World Book
swanlea celebrates with
World Book Day, 1st March, was celebrated
in style at Swanlea. Visitors to the school
might have felt quite confused to see
classes being taught by the Wicked Witch
of the West, the White Rabbit, the Mad
Hatter, Where’s Wally, White Fang the wolf
and many more... But the world hadn’t
gone mad, just reading-mad: Swanlea
staff were dressed up as their favourite
character for World Book Day and excited
students were taking part in a prize quiz
to work out who was who.
Swanlea went further than just World Book Day – we had a
World Book Fortnight with two weeks of events celebrating
reading all around the school. Students in all year groups
enjoyed assemblies where teachers from a whole range
of subjects talked passionately about the books that had
inspired them as children – and as grown-ups. Year Seven
had reading-themed lessons. The new library was a hub
of activity, with displays of books nominated by each
department in the school and a clue-board which students
flocked to as they tried to match members of staff to their
favourite reads.
As you will have already read, the grand library launch took place on the morning
of World Book Day when Miriam Gonzales opened the library at a ceremony
attended by students and staff. The students who took did a performance for
the opening did a wonderful job. It was a fantastic event and everyone enjoyed it
enormously.
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k fortnight
a reading extravaganza
Taking centre-stage at both the
library launch and the Year Seven
parents’ assembly were students
from Year 7-9 who had taken part in writing and
reading workshops in the ‘World Book Fortnight’
at Swanlea. Year 7 Book Group students gave
some great presentations on their love of reading
and libraries; moving, motivational poems were
performed by students who had taken part in the
WBD workshop with performance poet Joelle Taylor,
and Rohit Miah read a suspenseful story he had
written in the workshop with children’s novelist
Catherine Johnson.
WORLD BOOK DAY performers

Poetry: Gabriel Olanrewaju, Camellia Belal, Gizem
Hassan, Miriam Bougoussa, Zirina Amin, Faatimah
Hussain and Hawa Abdi Said, all in Year 8
Short story: Rohit Hussain Miah in Year 8.
Reading presentations: Granthick Barua, Anisur
Rahman, Yasin Brown, Syed Emad Uddeen and Syeda
Tarin Pasha, all in Year 7.
Ms Warrington
Leader of Literacy
Across the Curriculum
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AR is a reading programme that helps to motivate pupils of all
ages and abilities to read. It helps to raise the standards of pupils
and helps teachers to keep track of what pupils are reading.
All pupils take a reading test at the beginning of Year
7 and are given a reading level or a ZPD (zone of
proximal development). This is the pupil’s suggested
book level range from which he or she should be
reading. Books in the library are labelled according to
the ZPD levels.
Pupils read books of their individual choice and then
take online quizzes to check if they have understood
what they have read. There are quizzes on most of
the books children are likely to want to read, both
fiction and non-fiction, from the most popular books
- including the Harry Potter series - to classics such as
Pride and Prejudice. In addition to the reading practice
quizzes, there are vocabulary practice quizzes that test
a child’s understanding of particular words, as well as
literacy skills quizzes.

1. All pupils take a reading test
and read books at their level.
2. Pupils take a quiz about the
book.
3. Teachers get information on
how well pupils are reading.

Year 7 students have taken over 900 quizzes and,
so far, have read a total of 17 million words!
Each Year 7 form class are competing against each other, and so far 7S, is winning, but the other classes are fast catching
up! The most successful tutor group will win an exciting prize at the end of the year, so the competition is fierce between
the form groups.

Library book borrowing had tripled and over 950 books have been
borrowed and read since Christmas

How parents can help
• Make sure your child reads for at least 20 minutes every day
• Talk to them about the book they are reading
• Encourage them to buy books
• Log on to the HOME CONNECT website and see what progress they are making.

(https://ukhosted9.renlearn.co.uk/1894071/homeconnect)
All you need is the pupil’s log in and password. This is written in their planners. Please contact me if you need any
information about using AR at home.
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Lexia reading
Year 7s have had the opportunity
to take part in Lexia Reading from
September. It is a computer based
programme which allows students to
develop their reading skills. Students
who have taken part have shown
more progress in their reading than
many other students. Lexia can also
help teachers see if there are any
issues with reading and then help
individual students to improve. Lexia
can be done at home too; it's easy to
download and then students can make
even more progress.
Why does reading matter? Because
reading helps us do so much. It allows
us to find out anything we want to
through books; enjoy other worlds
through stories and gives us more
opportunities to learn.

There is a lunch time club in room
0/040 everyday which allows
students to do Lexia at their own
pace and be supported by a teacher
if they need it ( sometimes there are
treats too!). Lexia and accelerated
reader students are looking forward
to their first reward trip for those who
have made good progress- we're off
to see the film of War Horse. There
will be a cinema just for them and Mr
Danson is buying the popcorn! All
Year 7 students have read War Horse
in class and know what a great book
it is - will the film be as good?
Ms Martin
English teacher & Lexia
Coordinator
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Why I love to read
Working as teacher can be a hard job,
but it is nothing compared to being a
Dad! I have two little girls, Shahrazad
(6) and Shakira (3) and they are always
getting into trouble! If they aren’t
getting into their mum’s make up bag,
they well be bringing in strange and
mucky objects from the garden!

very end, which is our favourite line in any
story - it’s also the last thing I say to both
my daughters before they go to sleep, ‘I
love you right up to the moon…and back.’
Mr Miah
Assistant Headteacher

There is only thing actually that keeps
my two daughters calm and that’s
books. They love books, whether it’s
being read to by mummy or daddy,
or just sitting in the local library and
looking at books themselves, it is their
favourite pastime.
In our house we have a routine, every
day no matter how busy my wife and I
are, we read to our girls for half an hour
a day, it’s the one time of the day that is
truly special for us, it’s family time! Our
favourite story is a one about a rabbit
and it’s called ‘Guess How Much I Love
You.’ There is a line in the story, at the

swanlea students
make a splash!

On the 6th March, Swanlea students, along with hundreds of
other people, both young and old, made our way to the London
aquatics centre, a spectacular and iconic building which was
designed by Zaha Hadid, an internationally renowned architect,
to watch a swimming test event. We were invited to watch
and see the capability of the aquatics centre hosting the
2012 swimming event, and the main test was to see which of
our British swimmers’ ambitions to participate in the 2012
Olympic games would be fulfilled. Rebecca Adlington, Liam
Tancock, James Goddard and Ellen Gandy are only a few
of our British swimmers. Camellia, 13, said “watching the
participants swim the way they did was really inspirational
because you could tell it meant so much to them and that
they put a lot of effort into qualifying”.
It was a fantastic trip and we all really enjoyed and
valued the opportunity to visit the Olympic site. We are
all really excited to watch it all unfold in the summer.
Many thanks to Ms Khatun for taking us on the trip!

Shahara Hussain, 8E
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Mr Miah’s
daughter,
Shakira,
reading at the
local library.

Your school,
your business
During this year’s second Super
Learning Day, 210 Year 7 students
took part in a whole day activity
introducing them to the world of
enterprise. They took part in a day
of events called Your School, Your
Business. Supporting the primarysecondary transition process, Your
School, Your Business is an exciting
and engaging way to introduce
students to their new school. The
day consisted of inspiring students
to develop enterprise skills, positive

attitudes and constructive behaviour,
including confidence and a “can do”
attitude. Students really enjoyed
themselves throughout the day, and
many commented on the new skills
they were developing. It was a great
opportunity to get the whole year
group working together; the day was
a great success!
Ms Khatun
Enterprise & Entitlement
Co-ordinator

Swanlea celebrates
international women’s day
Swanlea School celebrated International
Women’s day on Thursday 8th March by
inviting mother’s of daughters in Ms Foley’s
Year 11 P.E. class to come in for a mother/
daughter pampering and bonding session.
Mothers were treated to hand and head
massage, beauty treatments and henna
decorations. While they were being
pampered the girls also served them tea
and cake for a total relaxing experience. One
mother said she hoped we do this again it
was nice being massaged by her daughter
and served cups of tea by her friends.
Ms Chowdhury
Transition &
Parental Engagment Co-ordinator
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We have had some very exciting events
take place in music this year so far and
many more exciting events ahead.

from many members of the Bank of
America management team has been
overwhelming.
The new GCSE music class attended a
brilliant performance of the London
Philharmonic Orchestra on the 7th
February at Royal Festival Hall. The
concert was quite outstanding and the
students have benefitted enormously
from hearing their set GCSE works
performed by such a prestigious
orchestra.

Our school choir performed in two
outstanding concerts in the Bank of
America Meryl Lynch Headquarters.
The first concert was at the Canary
Wharf Bank of America building
and the second was in the city.
The girls involved sang superbly
and were a real credit to the school
and the community. The response

At the start of the last half term
Swanlea School Supported the Tower
Hamlets Youth Orchestra by hosting
the rehearsals at the school. Currently 8
of the members of this youth orchestra
are Swanlea School students and this is
certainly a group to keep your eye on
for future concerts and successes. Their
showcase concert this year will be on
the 12th July.
On 29th February we took all of Year 7
to see the smash hit West End musical
– Wicked. It was a fantastic day and
students had the opportunity to
participate in Art, drama, Street dance
and Contemporary Dance, DJ and Film
composition workshops as part of a
fun filled day that really encapsulated
‘Super Learning’. The students were
enthralled during the performance and
I want to take this opportunity to thank
the many members of Swanlea Staff
who supported the music department
in making this trip happen! Wicked!!!!

On the 1st March, the Swanlea School
Cluster choir, which is made up of
students from 8 local primary schools
and is directed by Mr Oscar Woods,
performed at the opening of the new
Royal London Hospital. The event
was a highlight of the festival the
hospital has been having as part the
celebration of the opening.
Thursday 8th of February saw the
return of the award winning Swanlea
Secondary school band – ‘The Mirrors’.
They performed as guest artists at the
Tower Hamlets Battle of the Bands
held at Morpeth School. I don’t think
the audience really had any idea that
these boys would storm the stage but
it was great to see and hear them back
at their very best. Well done!

Dates for your
diary for 2012
• Music Festival - 22-23rd June
• Spitalfileds Mid Summer Festival 23rd June
• Encore – July 5th and 6th
• Awards evening - 11th July
• Tower Hamlets Youth Orchestra 12th July
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super learning day
Our students have experienced wide
range of activities over the last two
wonderful Super Learning days.
These included both preparation for
GCSE exams as well as opportunities
to work with business partners.
Students also went out on trips to
enhance their learning, this included
a trip to the Science museum by Year
8 students, and a theatre trip to see
Wicked by our Year7 students.

Students in Year 10 took part in
two workshops to help them to
prepare for their forthcoming work
experience and future working life. In
a workshop organised by the Tower
Hamlets EBP (Education Business

partnership), pupils had the chance
to work with business volunteers
on activities and experienced being
treated as professional colleagues,
rather than students, for the session.
They also took part in a lively session
run by Serious About Youth, to
develop their communication skills
and motivation through games and
team work.
The Nurture Group went to see The
Wizard of Oz. They, and the staff
who accompanied them, absolutely
loved it. The experience was
brilliant especially for pupils
with severe/complex learning
needs. The interactive nature of the
performance allowed them
to concentrate, rapt with
attention as they felt part
of what was happening on
stage. “The clap of thunder
accompanied by a peal of
lightening was so realistic that
they jumped in their seats. The
looks on their faces when it
started ‘snowing’ was priceless”
was how the SENCO, Ms Iyer,
described the atmosphere.
We hope to build on our offer of this
type of learning experience for our
students in the next academic year.

Mr Uddin
Assistant Headteacher
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News from the p.e. team...
Ms Foley, Leader of Learning, Mr Grant, Mr Curran, Ms Flowers & Mr Guzda

Year 7 Athletics Tournament
A great spectacle from Swanlea school,
not only turning up ready and raring
to go but being outstanding in their
events.
The whole crowd was taken aback by
some of the almost superhuman feats
that Sakib Ahmed bestowed upon the
unsuspecting Bethnal Green Academy.
Sakib secured first place in the 2 lap
sprint, 1st place in the 4 lap sprint not to
mention first place in the standing high
jump.
Other great effort came from the
rest of the Year 7 boys with the
team performing successfully and
representing Swanlea positively
throughout. A great night of athletics
from all involved.
Year 7 Football Inter-tutor
competition
The build up to the Year 7 Football Intertutor tournament was like the build up
to the FA Cup with excitement running
through the school weeks before. The
day of the actual tournament was no
sooner upon us than it was over, and it
is a day that shall not be forgotten any
time soon.
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The matches came thick and fast with
some matches being a goal frenzy and
others being full on tactical warfare.
Each game was as interesting as the
last but the final was to be 7L v 7A. This
episode of football ended up being a
Swanlea classico and I am sure will be
kept in the hearts of that were there for
a long time. After enormous endeavour
that was shown for 20 minutes a few key
goals were the difference between the
two sides and the title was handed to 7L.
A great night of football for all involved.
Mr Curran, PE teacher
Borough Indoor Rowing
Championships 2012 results
Venue: Oaklands School
Year 7-2 min race
1st place - Sakib Ahmed 7L - 503m
3rd place - Justas Zagurskas 7L - 476m
Year 8-3 min race
1st place - Gabriel Olanrewaju 8A -794m

Stubbers Outdoor Adventure
Trip
An exciting but tiring experience,
the Stubbers Outdoor Adventure
Trip started as it meant to go on. As
soon as we arrived it was straight
into activities either climbing or
driving a 4x4 car. Everyone put in an
outstanding amount of effort on the
climbing tasks, with the majority of
pupils traversing the wall to make it all
the way to the top. The most exciting
event for the Year 10s was, however,
driving a 4x4 car around some serious
off-road terrain. Most pupils showed
remarkable mastery of the vehicle but
the damaged trees around the course
may tell a different tale…

After lunch, the activities changed
to high ropes and Army-style
Year 10- 5min race
rd
Commando Training. The high ropes
3 place - Aminul Islam 10N -1263m
area a truly death-defying experience
Teacher's race
and rattled a lot of the pupils, but
1st place Mr Guzda, Swanlea
those who managed the ascent were
2nd place - BGTC
treated to one of the biggest zip wires
3rd place - Stepney school
on record. The Army Commando
Mr Guzda, PE teacher Training was a different kettle of
fish all together with an army-issue
assault course, with some great
times being set by both Imran Ali
and Munieb Alian. This was closely
followed by a tent making exercise
that was championed by Jamil and
Samsul’s team. Finally finishing - with
an injured survivor, the race was
won triumphantly by the second
team entering with a time of 1 min 2
seconds; a course record!
An awesome day that will be savoured
by all involved!
Mr Curran, PE teacher

