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Dear Parents, students, staff, carers 
and friends, 

I am very proud to be a parent 
governor and PTA member at 
Swanlea School. I see the children 
at the school get fantastic GCSE 
results and moving to prestigious 
universities. I attend every 
celebration, open day, charity event, 
fun day and award ceremony and I 
can tell you that the Headteacher, 
teachers, students and staff are 
all very helpful – the opinions of 
parents are valued. 

Swanlea staff are always working hard. Punctuality and 
attendance is improving in response to all the work that 
has been done inside the school. Lots of parents attend the 
school’s coffee mornings where we enjoy talking with one 
another and sharing ideas. I would encourage all parents to 
attend if they can.

I would always like to stay involved in the school.

Jhorna Chowdhury

MS CHOWDHURY, PARENT GOVERNOR

LETTER FROM THE HEAD LETTER FROM THE GOVERNORS

Dear Parents, Carers, students and friends of Swanlea,

Once again, I find myself marvelling that at how swiftly the 
academic year has passed –but not as much as I marvel at 
how much has been accomplished at Swanlea. Truly this 
has been a remarkable year, with so much achieved and 
so much progress made. The sheer range of experiences 
and opportunities that Swanlea students receive is, I think, 
very special. From the incredible work of the Literacy and 
Numeracy teams, the specialised tuition sessions, to dance 
and drama performances, individual Music lessons (not 
forgetting the Music trip to France!), the numerous visits to 
the school by experts in their field – the Jewish Museum, 
the Museum of London, the Anne Frank Trust, Oxfam, Body 
Confidence, the London Gay Men’s Chorus, Diversity Role 
Models, Red Cross, UK Feminista – the list goes on and on. 
Swanlea really is a remarkable school.

My heartfelt thanks go to you all, particularly those who 
have worked so tirelessly to support Year 11 and Year 13 
students in their formal examinations. I know that it takes 
the combined efforts of students, parents, staff, Governors 
and friends to get through such an intense time, and your 
commitment is very much appreciated. 

With best wishes for a restful summer break,

On behalf of Swanlea School P.T.A, we  would like to say a big thank you to 
Houria Djaafar who has worked so hard to make this a fantastic year. Houria 
served as the P.T.A secretary and during this time she helped to raised an 
amazing amount of money. She brought with her enthusiasm, passion, 
determination and most of all energy to move ideas into reality. Thank you 
Houria, we hope you will continue to service the community and we hope to 
count on your expertise in the future.

Ms Sesay,
Assistant Headteacher



This May Swanlea Choir went on their very first 
international tour! Nearly 50 dedicated musicians 
shared the incredible experience of visiting and 
performing in France. Students sang on the main 
stage at Disneyland Paris, as well as participating 
in other concerts at the Parc du Champs de 
Mars (behind the Eiffel Tower) and the Jardin du 
Luxembourg bandstand. The response from locals 
and tourists alike was tremendous and really 
showed how well received Swanlea Music was 
in Paris.  The Dhol drumming group began each 
performance with a big bang which really drew in 
the crowds. Despite the rigorous music schedule, 
there was still time for plenty of sight-seeing. 
Students visited Tour Montparnasse, roamed the 
streets of Montmartre, saw the Arc de Triomphe, 
saw the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame, the Ecole 
Militaire, walked down the Champs Elysees and 
explored the Luxembourg gardens. Students not 
only stayed at the hotel at Disneyland, they also 
got to go on all the rides and even watched the 
amazing illumination and firework display that 
included a projected lightshow. 

On the way back, we even found the time 
(and the energy) to explore the old town 
of Boulogne and visit the largest WWI 
cemetery at Etaples. It was quite an 
experience that really moved students, 
and will certainly be one that they will 
never forget. 

Thanks go to Ms Gavens, Ms 
Reilly, Mr Wood, Mr Chudasama 
and Ms Byrne for coming and 
helping make the trip such an 
outstanding success. Many 
thanks also to Ms Landers and 
the Governors for sharing 
our vision for the students. 

SWANLEA MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT

TOUR DE FRANCE



V-Day is a global activist movement to end violence against 
women and girls. Girls at Swanlea decided to reclaim 
Valentine’s Day on 14th February and host a V-Day event of 
their own to raise awareness of the need to stop violence 
towards women and to raise money for Women’s Aid. 

During lunchtime the assembly hall was the venue for 
a female only dance, attended by hundreds of girls and 
female members of staff. The all-female playlist provided an 
upbeat soundtrack and girls danced in front of a backdrop 

Earlier this term Ms Roberts, Ms Moyes and Ms Robinson spoke 
to girls in Year 9 about their aspirations and hopes for the future. 
The girls were very clear that they wanted to know more about 
the career options open to them. They were tired of hearing that 
certain jobs were ‘men’s jobs’ and others were ‘women’s work.’ 

The girls requested that we did some work to challenge these 
stereotypical ideas. After hearing the girls’ views several 
members of staff teamed together to find a range of women 
working in different careers to come to Swanlea to meet the 
girls and talk to them about their work and lives.

On Tuesday 18th March we held an ‘Inspirational Women’ 
event for Year 9 girls. We had eleven professional women 
from a range of different careers – from engineers to 
psychologists. The girls worked in groups in a ‘speed dating’ 
style event to meet and interview each of the women. The 
women spoke openly about their routes to success, the 
barriers they had faced and the challenges of working in some 
male dominated careers.

At the end of the session the girls gave presentations about 
what they had learned. Saira Akhter in Year 9 said:

Ms Robinson
 Assistant Headteacher

“We learned that anything is possible and we 
should never think that we can’t do some jobs 
because of our gender. The people we met today 
told us to work hard and fight to make our dreams 
a reality; whether that is to be an entrepreneur, a 
solicitor or an engineer. We should never let other 
people tell us that we can’t do something.”

of images of inspirational women projected onto the wall 
of the hall. The glitter ball and disco lights meant that we 
definitely had a party atmosphere.

This was a really uplifting event which helped to increase 
awareness of this important issue and also raised money for 
Women’s Aid, a charity which supports women who have 
suffered physical, sexual or emotional abuse. 

Ms Robinson
Assistant Headteacher



SOMALI 
STUDENTS 

SPEAK OUT

Year 9 students have been involved in 
working with the English and Science 
Faculties this term to introduce strategies 
to raise the achievement of Somali students 
across the school. Students met in Focus 
Groups to discuss their lessons and their 
aspirations for the future.

Following these workshops the students 
worked together to produce a short video 
to show to all staff during a training session. 
In the video they discussed barriers to 
learning, aspirations and the importance 
of Swanlea Shared Values in ensuring that 
everyone feels included at Swanlea. They 
had some great ideas about introducing 
more Somali literature into the curriculum. 
They also have some brilliant plans to 
encourage staff to talk about Somali role 
models in lessons and assemblies, for 
example newsreader Rageh Omar, athlete 
Mo Farah, hip-hop artist K’naan, model and 
human rights activist Waris Dirie and Asli 
Hassan Abade the first Somali female pilot.

The students are very keen to share Somali 
food, music and culture with everyone in 
the school and to let people know how 
proud they are to be of Somali heritage.

Ms Robinson
Assistant Headteacher

In April the Inclusion Faculty worked hard to raise the profile of 
‘hidden disabilities.’ SENCo, Ms Bergin-Miah gave assemblies to all year 
groups about the disabilities that might not be obvious to us because 
we can’t see them. 

Students and staff were encouraged to think about the things that are 
invisible to us that might affect other people’s lives. Hidden disabilities 
are everywhere and include dyslexia, dyspraxia, ADHD, Asperger’s 
Syndrome, depression and many other conditions. There are many 
students and staff at Swanlea who have hidden disabilities.

Ms Bergin-Miah encouraged us to think about the many people with 
disabilities who have contributed to society. These include actors, 
actresses, celebrities, singers, world leaders, and many other famous 
people. For example, famous scientist Albert Einstein was thought to 
have Asperger’s Syndrome and well-known poet Benjamin Zephaniah 
is dyslexic. The important message for us all is to remember the 
Swanlea Shared Values that ‘we encourage and support one another 
at all times’ and ‘accept people for who they are and celebrate our 
differences.’

Swanlea’s very 
first Sci-Fi Club was 

launched in June for 
all Sci-Fi enthusiasts 

from Year 7 to 13. The club 
meets weekly to discuss 

Dr Who, Star Wars, Star Trek 
and other Science Fiction TV 

programmes, films and books. 
Activities in the club can range 

from debates and watching Sci-Fi 
to model making and trips. We were 
very lucky to host a visit from Dr Who 

author, Daniel Blythe in July. Daniel 
is the author of the number one 

bestseller ‘Doctor Who: Autonomy,’ 
featuring the 10th incarnation of the 
Doctor as played by David Tennant. 
Students were lucky enough to take 

part in Question and Answer sessions, 
quizzes and creative writing workshops 

with Daniel. Next term the Sci-Fi club has 
ambitious plans – watch this space!



My eyes are as blue as the sky

Her eyes are as blue as water

Her hair was as green as a tree

She is an angry beast

The sun was shining like a star, the sun was smiling

The weather looks like white cream

The lightening clapped at me as I lay in my bed

The angry, black cloud gave me a dirty look and 

then cried, sang a lullaby, felt sleepy and went to sleep

The rain spat at me

The hail stones attacked me

The goal post was cheering

Video game was teasing him

The trees are laughing as the school chattered away

The homework jumped out of the page.

The cameras spy on me

The large buildings push me out of the city

The computer groaned at him as he switched it on and 

then it was shaking with excitement

My blanket hugged me and I feel asleep

By Habib 8C, Aleem 8C, Parbina 8C, Sufia 8C, Jeninna 8S, Mark 8L, 

Ekramul 8C, Ishaaq 8C, Imtan 8E, Saifue 8C, Sareena 8E, Nadim 8C, 

Ilyas 8L, Jaabir 8L, Majeda 8E, Irfan 8E, Kadiatu 8E, Petru 8S, 

Sabira 8S, Fatima 8C, Ikra 8C, Imran 8C, Alvaro 8C and Shehab 8L

On Friday 2nd May some Year 8 students were treated 
to an extra special lesson from a very important guest, 
Christopher Saul. Mr Saul is a Senior Partner at Slaughter 
and May, a prestigeous international law firm whose 
headquarters are based just around the corner in Old 
Street. It was obviously a very exciting morning for Year 
8, but perhaps quite daunting for Mr Saul. He had never 
taught a lesson before, and hadn't been in school for, well, 
let's just say a rather long time!

Despite his lack of experience in the classroom, Mr Saul 
seemed something of a natural - and extremely passionate 
about his chosen poem, 'Daffodils' by William Wordsworth. 
He helped the students suss out similes, master the art 
of metahpors and pin down how to create some great 
personification. For the whole lesson hands were in the air, 
brains were whirling and pens were steaming with creative 
action, helping to show Mr Saul what fantastic, hard 
working students we have at Swanlea. 

The lesson ended, in the same way Wordsworth finishes 
'Daffoldils', with the students sharing great memories 
that they revisit when they want to remember something 
positive. 

Upon leaving, Mr Saul expressed how impressed he was 
with the calibre of students at Swanlea school, and that 
from now on his experience teaching Year 8 will become 
what 'daffodils' were to Wordsworth. His blissful memory 
that he can return to 'in a vacant or pensive mood'.

You can read below some of the excellent work created 
that morning.



This term we have been working with the Safer London 
Foundation. This is an organization which works across 
London, engaging the 2.3 million young people who 
live in the city. Aspire and Empower are part of the Safer 
London Foundation and have worked with thirty Year 9 
students this term. The aims of both groups have been 
to raise students’ confidence and empower them to 
make decisions about the big issues that will affect their 
lives. The groups have discussed themes such as gangs, 
relationships and aspirations. They have taken part in 
role-play activities to develop their skills in dealing with 
difficult or unfamiliar situations. The projects have been 
extremely successful and important for our students. 
Crime Prevention Minister, Norman Baker has said of the 
projects; ‘they are a powerful force for good, schemes 
such as Empower are producing life changing results 
for many young women’. We hope to continue these 
projects in September with the new Year 9 students.

 

This participatory workshop provided Year 8 
with an introduction to feminism: what it is, why 
it’s needed, 
and how to 
get involved. 
It equipped 
the students 
with practical 
campaigning 
skills so they 
can take 
effective 
action to 
promote 
gender 
equality.

Sadia said,

Sadia Ahmed Year 8, who won the Jack Petchey 
Award this term, decided to spend the £300 grant on 
a workshop led by UK Feminista. All Year 8 girls were 
taken off timetable to work with Sophie Bennett 
from UK Feminista. 

MS ROBINSON
ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER

 I found this session fascinating. As a feminist, 
I want to encourage other students to get involved 

in campaigns. I am starting up a campaign against the 
objectification of women in the media. I think that after 

today’s workshop more students will want to get 
involved.

As part of our work as Stonewall School Champions 
three students and two members of staff were invited 
to the annual ‘Education for All’ Stonewall Conference 
in June. The conference  brought together hundreds 
of education professionals and young people to 
discuss tackling homophobic bullying and celebrating 
difference through a series of panel discussions and 
interactive workshops. 

Guest speakers included Camila Batmanghelidjh 
(Founder and Director, Kids Company), Charlie Taylor 
(Chief Executive, National College of Teaching and 
Leadership), Dr Christian Jessen, (TV Presenter) and 
Will Young (singer and campaigner). Students came 
away with lots of ideas about how to continue to 
promote equality and celebrate diversity at Swanlea.

Sadia Ahmed, 8A



Sadia Ahmed, Year 8, has astounded 
thousands with her insightful and 
inspiring poem. At just 13 years old, 
Sadia is proof not only that age is 
no barrier, but also what a powerful 
platform poetry can be. Sadia 
performed her work at Swanlea’s 
annual awards ceremony, at which 
the Rt. Hon. David Lammy, MP, was 
the Guest of Honour. Mr Lammy 
immediately asked for a copy of the 
poem so that he could share it with 
others on Twitter. Sadia’s poem caught 
the attention of Malorie Blackman, UK 
Children’s Laureate, who sent it out to 

"Sadia's poem goes to the heart of why 
Oxfam works in education. Through her 
fantastic poem she has raised her own 
voice eloquently and powerfully on the 
rights of women and girls in a way 
that has us all sitting up and 
listening - and then standing 
up and speaking out. It's 
a testament also to the 
amazing work of the Oxfam 
Youth Ambassador Group 
at Swanlea School, whose 
use of Oxfam's Syria Seen 
and Heard resources and 
the Send All My Friends 
to School campaign have 
inspired so many Swanlea 
students like Sadia to 
raise their own voices for 
change." 

Richard Baker, Head of 
Education and Youth, 
Oxfam GB

Emotional euthanasia 
This is for my sisters across the world,
Who are stamped out, silenced, sent away,
Moulded into perfection, but every correction,
Is another soul assassinated or buried alive,
Every cry for help is another man infuriated,
Every obedient female is another patriarchy liberated,
Every attack is another woman violated,
This is for the fathers, who lie awake at night,
Wondering why they alone cannot make it right,
This is for the weeping mother with a lethal ache in her heart,
Feeling as though she’s been stricken by an iron dart,
This is for my missing sisters in Nigeria,
Who are cunningly tricked into thinking they’re inferior,
For my friends across South Asia,
Who suffer as mankind becomes crazier,
That golden girl, they mattify her, wanting to erase her,
Emotional euthanasia,
This is for Malala Yousoufzai, 
Who found her voice and took it to the sky,
This is for every woman who walks home at night clasping keys,
For the girl who just wants an education, but whom nobody even sees,
“I want to be free, to succeed,” she writes, but in reality, can’t even spell it properly,
Politicians need to wake up and make it right,
For womankind will not go down without putting up an acceptable fight,
Give women their freedom; they will soar like kites,
Girls just wanna have fun-damental human rights. 

by Sadia Ahmed, Year 8

her 12,310 followers, as well as many 
others. In fact, Sadia’s poem has been 
sent out over Twitter to nearly 50,000 
people, and her performance has 
been watched on the Poetry Society’s 
YouTube channel several hundred 
times. 

Sadia wrote the poem when she 
took part in a SLAMbassadors UK 
poetry workshop that Ms Bami, 
Swanlea Librarian, organised, run by 
the Poetry Society. The workshop 
was led by acclaimed poet, Joelle 
Taylor, who is the artistic director of 

SLAMbassadors UK. Slambassadors 
UK is the  national youth spoken word 
poetry competition open to 12 – 18 
year olds. The programme in Tower 
Hamlets is supported by the Tower 
Hamlets Schools Library Services. This 
year’s competition is set to be judged 
by Kate Tempest, and culminates in 
a showcase performance by winners, 
alongside Kate Tempest, at the 
Southbank Centre, London on 31st 
October.

Sadia’s poem has been influenced 
by the work that Swanlea school has 
done via Oxfam’s Youth education 
scheme and the Oxfam Youth 
Ambassador’s group on Syria, Human 
Rights, Malala Yousoufzai, as well 
as workshops from UK Feminista, 
Diversity Role Models, and the V Day 
and Inspirational Women careers 
events recently held at the school. 
Many congratulations to Sadia on 
her wonderful work, and we wish her 
luck in the upcoming Slambassador 
competition!

Ms Daly
Media Officer

“I am delighted that so many 
people are able to read and 
enjoy Sadia’s incredible work. She 
has articulated the passion that 
young people today feel about 
such important issues.  We have 
some truly remarkable students at 
Swanlea, and I could not be more 
proud.”

Brenda Landers, Headteacher

“Sadia Ahmed is one of thousands of gifted young writers and poets who are 
given a chance to reclaim their voices and break silences by SLAMbassadors UK, 
the Poetry Society’s national youth slam championships. Her poem shows the 
depth with which these young people are able to see the world around them 
and grasp complex issues. Sadia Ahmed is the rose breaking through concrete. 
This poem shows me that we, the world community, are in safe hands.”

Joelle Taylor, Poet and artistic director of SLAMbassadors UK

“I’m really pleased that so many people 
seem to like my poem. I believe that it’s 
never too early to speak out, particularly 
about issues that affect so many people 
across the world. Feminism is really 
important to me, and I think that that it is 
a word that can be misconstrued. I think 
that everyone has a streak of feminism 
within them and they shouldn’t be afraid 
to embrace it.” 

Sadia Ahmed, Year 8



This academic year we launched a new electronic 
reward system called Vivo Miles. Students are 
awarded Vivos by staff for ‘going above and 
beyond.’ The reasons can range from anything 
from completing a brilliant piece of homework, to 
representing the school or resolving conflict.

When students have been awarded Vivos they can 
go online to check their Vivo Account and spend 
their Vivo Miles in the Vivo Online Shop.

The system has had an 
incredibly successful first 
year, with over 492,513 Vivos being 
awarded! The year group which received 
the highest number of Vivos is Year 8, with 
123,097 and our top Vivo earner was Hamdi Mohamed 
in 8W!

The scheme has been so successful that we plan to roll it out to the 
Sixth Form next year!

2013/14 has seen the Swanlea School 
Council go from strength to strength. 
The Year Councils and Main School 
Council have really had impact across 
the school this year. One hundred 
and twenty students hold formal 
positions on the School Council, with 
many more being involved in the huge 
range of attached committees. 

In 2012/13 the School Council and Year 
Councils were just being established, 
introducing structures and starting 
to have success. This year we have 
really built on that success. The School 
Council has worked hard to be really 
inclusive and include everyone in 
having a say about the issues that 
affect them.

The School Council have been 
involved in reviewing teaching 
and learning, appointing new staff, 
fundraising hundreds of pounds for 
charity, speaking to MPs, hosting 
Commonwealth leaders, shadowing 
members of the Senior Leadership 
Team, visiting local primary schools,  

leading assemblies, talking to 
Governors, appearing in local media, 
taking part in team building activities 
on a residential trip, influencing the 
behaviour and rewards policies, 
raising awareness of a range of issues 
and embedding the Swanlea Shared 
Values – to name just a few!

The students have developed in 
confidence and maturity. They have 
shown real skill in communicating 
effectively with staff, parents, 
governors and visitors. We’re looking 
forward to taking Student Voice 
and democracy to the next level in 
September 2014!

Well done and thank you to all School 
Councillors this year. In particular 
Barak Chowdhury (Chair year 13), 
Tahmina Begum (Vice Chair year 7), 
Syed Hussain (Treasurer year 13) and 
Sadia Ahmed (Secretary year 8) who 
have done an amazing job as the 
officers of the Main School Council.

On Wednesday 25th June, Year 9 
celebrated the completion of Key 
Stage Three and their progression into 
Key Stage Four.

We held an ‘End of Key Stage 
Celebration’ in the main assembly hall 
with musical presentations, speeches 
from Mr Rawat and Ms Landers and 
reflection on the successes of the last 
three years.

The highlight of the celebration was 
when each student was awarded with 
their new Key Stage Four school tie 
to mark their achievements. Thirty 
students were successfully awarded 
the title of SPARC (Swanlea Pupils are 
Resolving Conflict). This is an important 
student leadership role at Swanlea 
and these students will be trained to 
act as peer mentors and guides for 
younger students. The SPARCs can be 
identified by the special tie that they 
wear. Congratulations to Md Nabil 
Choudhury 9W, Hani Ahmed Elmie 9L, 
Jasmine Momo 9S and Daniel Lambert-
Neu 9W who were chosen to be the 
leaders of the SPARC group.

Following the formal part of the 
celebration Year 9 had the chance to 
socialise over a special meal in the 
school restaurant. We are really looking 
forward to watching these students 
achieve great things in Key Stage Four!

 



“In spite of everything, 
I still believe people are really good at heart.”
Anne Frank (1929 -1944)

The Year 9 Anne Frank Ambassadors 
have had a busy term! Since beginning 

their training as Anne Frank Ambassadors in 
January, they have attended training seminars at 

The Imperial War Museum and the Emirates Stadium 
with the Anne Frank Trust. These seminar days included 

workshops, tutorials and activities. Students explored 
prejudice and discrimination and examined how these 

attitudes contribute to a conflicting and destructive 
society. Using the knowledge gained in the 

seminars, students then created a workshop 
aimed at Year 6 pupils, to deliver in our 

local primary schools. In June our students 
were selected to take part in the media 

launch of ‘Generation Diary’ at the Stephen 
Lawrence Gallery in Greenwich. ‘Generation 

Diary’ is a year-long project to create the 
world’s biggest digital diary to mark what 

would have been Anne Frank’s 85th Birthday. 
At the end of the Anne Frank programme, 

the Year 9 students will attend a celebration 
event, which is a reward for their work and 

recognition for becoming active citizens. 
Once they have graduated, Ambassadors 

will have the opportunity to mentor the next 
generation of students on the programme.

Ms Robinson
Assistant HeadteacherIn June we welcomed back Diversity Role Models to work with all of our Year 9 

students. Diversity Role Models is an initiative aimed at helping schools eradicate 
homophobic bullying and provide a safe environment for their LGBT students 
and families.

Nine Role Models from DRM came in to Swanlea to talk about the importance 
of acceptance and respect for diversity. Some of the role models were 
LGBT themselves, and some were straight allies. The messages that the 
students were given were incredibly powerful and encouraged them to 
think carefully about the language that they use and the need to respect 
everyone. Meeting role models who explained their experiences and life 
stories helped many of our Year Nine students understand the bullying 
and difficulties that many LGBT people face as they make the journey to 
adulthood. The workshops encouraged our students to express their own 
views and consider the views of others in a safe environment. No-one 
was made to feel that their views were 'wrong'; instead they were invited 
to consider the effect of prejudice and discrimination on those who 
suffer homophobia. Since the workshops, many of the students who 
attended them have talked to staff about diversity and difference - and 
are clearly opposed to the discrimination against LGBT people that 
still exists in society. Swanlea is very proud to have such a strong set of 
shared values and to be a school which respects everyone regardless 
of age, race, religion, gender, sexuality or ability.

Ms Robinson
Assistant Headteacher

 



We are delighted to announce 

that as we go to print, 20 members 

of the Oxfam Youth Action group 

have successfully completed their 

evidence logs to gain the Oxfam Youth 

Ambassador award! This is a nationally recognised award 

which the students applied for themselves. Liz Newbon, 

Oxfam Education Advisor said “This group have done some 

fantastic work this year!”. Congratulations all!

Breaking News!

On Thursday 
1st May the 

Oxfam Youth 
Group welcomed 

Rushanara Ali, MP to Swanlea. The 
students had invited Ms Ali to Swanlea to talk 

to her about their ‘Seen and Heard’ Campaign, 
raising the awareness of child refugees from Syria.

The students felt it was important to speak to Ms 
Ali because she has a high media profile and uses 
this to promote the issues she supports. She also 
uses social media outlets such as her website and 
twitter feeds to share issues with constituents and 

a wider audience. 

The students presented her with 1000 postcards 
written by Swanlea students asking her to raise 

the issue of increasing humanitarian aid to 
Syrian refugees and to keep pushing for a 
peaceful resolution through her position 

in parliament.

Ms Ali was extremely pleased to receive 
the postcards, listen to the students’ 

presentation, watch the film that they had 
made and answer their questions. She was 
extremely impressed by the campaigning 
that they had done. She shared her own 
experience of visiting a refugee camp in 
Lebanon, where many Syrian refugees 

were living in appalling conditions.

Ms Ali said 
‘I was extremely impressed by the 

intelligence and thoughtfulness of the 
Swanlea Oxfam Youth Group. Their 

campaign is brilliant.”

Following her visit to Swanlea, Rushanara 
Ali sent personalised letters on headed 

House of Commons paper to each of the 
1000 students who had written a postcard 

to her.

MS ROBINSON
ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER

 



We bid a fond farewell to our Year 13 students who 
graduate from the Sixth Form this month. The year group 
have had excellent results already and are poised to 
do well when final results come out in August. We are 
extremely proud of our Swanlea Sixth formers who have 
amongst others, been offered places at Oxford University 

 

and unconditional offers from Queen Mary, University 
of London. We hope you have had a memorable and 
rewarding two years as part of the sixth form at Swanlea 
and wish you every success in the future. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

Swanlea Sixth form students have received a number of offers from top 
universities this year – including Iftikhar Latif who has been offered a place 
at Oxford University to study Law. Iftikhar has received the top academic 
prizes at both the Year 13 Graduation which took place at prestigious law-firm 
Clifford Chance and the Swanlea School Awards evening – attended this year 
by David Lammy, MP.

Speaking at the graduation ceremony (picture above) Iftikhar’s message 
to his fellow students and those in the lower school was to “set you sights 
high and strive hard to achieve your dreams. If you study hard and take 
the advice offered to you by your teachers at Swanlea then you can 
achieve your academic goals.”                                

Iftikhar joins other Swanlea Sixth form students who have been 
offered places to study at top universities including multiple 
offers for University College London, Kings London, Queen 
Mary University, School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
Goldsmiths and City University. In addition more and more 
students are choosing to study outside of London obtaining 
offers from Manchester, York and Brunel.

We wish all our graduation Year 13 students the best of luck and 
great academic success with the next stage of their academic 
life.



On Friday March 28th over one hundred Year 11 students 
set off on the journey to Grosvenor Hall Activity Centre in 
Kent. 

The purpose of the weekend was to complete focussed 
revision session for Humanities subjects – including 
Religious Education, Geography and History. In between 
all of the intensive studying, students had the opportunity 
to take part in various exciting outdoor activities. 

The activities included a blindfolded nightline walk, 
climbing Jacob’s Ladder and the exhilarating triple zip 
wire. Students and staff gathered their confidence, 
determination and adrenaline to step off the platform and 
go sliding down the zip wires, three at a time!

After all of that mental and physical activity, students were 
exhausted but definitely prepared to do well in their GCSE 
Humanities exams.

Ms Robinson
Assistant Headteacher

On Tuesday 10th June, twelve Year 8 students from 
Swanlea participated in a Science and Technology 
Challenge Day at Queen Mary University. We 
worked in teams of four, with two students from our 
school, and two from another. We made LEGO robots, 
constructed bridges, used police facial replication software 
and made motorized toy cars. 

The day was highly enjoyable and informative. We had fun 
with the new friends we made, and we discovered a bit 
more about going to university.

Congratulations to Eva (8E) and Dawid (8S), 
whose bridge was judged to be the sturdiest, 
and an extra special congratulation to 
Zulaika (8E) and Shakil (8E) who were part 
of the overall winning team. They will be 
going to Cambridge later on in the year in 
order to compete in the Challenge Finals. 

 



The annual ‘Fairtrade Fortnight’ 
took place in February. During 
this time students were encouraged 
to think about the importance of 
buying Fairtrade products. The School 
Council helped to spread the message 
that Fairtrade is about better prices, decent 
working conditions, local sustainability, and 
fair terms of trade for farmers and workers in 

the developing world. In Humanities lessons students designed awareness 
raising leaflets and investigated the impact of ‘unfair trade.’  The School Council 
are now preparing to celebrate the 20th birthday of the Fairtrade Foundation 
with a Fairtrade Bake Sale Party in July.  The students will bake cakes using 
Fairtrade ingredients and sell them to raise money to help reach farmers and workers 
who are struggling under unfair trading terms, and fund work with farmers to help 
them to overcome some of the problems trapping them in poverty.

Ms Robinson
Assistant Headteacher

We celebrated Refugee Week in June. This year’s Refugee Week 
was dedicated to refugee children and the positive contributions 

they bring (and will go on to bring) to the UK as our future 
generations. The slogan for the week was ‘Superheroes of the 

Future.’

As part of our celebrations there was a poster campaign 
around school, badges were distributed and students 

completed activities in Tutor Time. Some lessons were 
planned around the theme of Refugee Week.

We were very lucky to have refugee speakers 
from The Red Cross come in to Swanlea to 

lead an assembly and run workshops with 
students from Year 8 and 9.

The Oxfam Youth Group used Refugee 
Week to launch their campaign to 

collect children’s clothing and 
blankets for Syrian refugees who 

are currently displaced and 
living in refugee camps in 

Lebanon.

Ms Robinson
Assistant 
Headteacher

The school residential was the most amazing experience of our lives. 
We went on the residential because we are members of the school 

council. We learnt how to work together as a team.

The instructors were funny and helpful. They made a lot of 
jokes and were very kind. They planned lots of exciting 

challenges which made us feel determined and gave us 
confidence and courage. 

 The activities we did were: skiing, orienteering, bolder 
scrambling and we also went on a night walk. Bowles was an 

amazing place and we had a lot of fun. The food was lovely. If you 
ever get the opportunity to go, GO! We would all definitely go again!  

We would like to thanks Mr Simon, Ms Mitchelmore and Ms 
Williams for organising the residential.

Thank you!



Anika Hoque, Year 10 is well on her way to becoming an author. She recently took part in 
Tower Hamlet’s annual creative writing competition - a prestigious event which, this year, 
received over 700 entries from across the borough. Students were invited to submit a 
piece of creative writing or poetry using one of the four opening lines below:

“I jumped out of the window… and started running”

“The sky turned black. We stood and waited in silence. “

“Inside the old leather suitcase was a notebook, a pencil, and apple, 
and…”

“Looking over the edge of the hole was enough to set your head 
spinning”
The competition was judged by the acclaimed author Alan Gibbons. He not 
only presented the prizes but also ran a special workshop on creative writing 
with the winners.

If you want to read the winning entries they will be published as an eBook in 
July – available on the Amazon marketplace.

Ms Bami, Librarian

This term we were delighted to 
announce that eight Swanlea 
students achieved the prestigious 
Jack Petchey Award. The Jack 
Petchey Achievement Award 
aims to enable schools, colleges 
and youth organisations to 
recognise, reward and celebrate the 
achievements of young people. Jack 
Petchey wants young people to be 
able to believe in themselves and 
make a contribution to society. 

MOHAMMED KIBRIA 10A
Kibria has made real academic 
progress. He has also overcome 
physical challenges and is back 
to his usual self, moving around 
school independently using 
his walking frame. Kibria is a 
really valued member of Year 
10 and the Nurture Group and 
works hard to make a positive 
contribution to school life.

OWEN TURNER 8E
Owen is an extremely talented 
musician who has shown real 
commitment and enthusiasm 
in developing his talents. He 
has achieved a level 8 in music 
this year, written his own 
compositions, performed in 
school concerts and been the 
nucleus of the school rock band 
‘MayDay 74.’

ANGELINA FONTAINE 7C
Angelina has made an 
exceptional start to Year Seven. 
She throws herself into every 
aspect of school life – both 
academic and extra-curricular. 
She has helped to resolve conflict 
within Year 7 and support her 
peers. Angelina can be relied on 
to help her tutor to look out for 
students who need extra support.

RIFAH ANJUM 11L
Rifah receives the Jack Petchey 
Award for an outstanding five 
years at Swanlea School. She 
is an exceptional student who 
has made brilliant progress. 
Rifah is an extremely talented 
artist and has made a significant 
contribution to the success of the 
art department at Swanlea.

AZRA NAWAYS 10W
Azra is a student who arrived at 
Swanlea in Year 10 in December 
unable to speak English. She has 
worked incredibly hard to develop 
her language skills by working 
at home and at school. She is 
brave, openminded, truthful and 
diligent. She is an inspiration to 
all students, not only those with 
English as an additional language.

DANIEL LAMBERT-NEU 9W
Daniel receives the Jack Petchey 
Award for overall achievement 
academically, and a hugely 
positive contribution to school 
life. Daniel has been a star of 
the Year 9 Football Team, has 
represented the school at various 
events and is a talented musician.

NADIM MIAH 8C
Nadim is not only a conscientious, 
hard-working student, he is also 
an excellent sportsman. Nadim 
has put hours of dedication 
and commitment into Tae 
Kwondo and has been extremely 
successful. Nadim is modest 
about his achievements and 
really deserves his success to be 
celebrated.

RIYAD MIAH 7L
Riyad always thinks about other 
people before himself. He has an 
extremely positive impact on the 
rest of his tutor group and has 
encouraged them all to be more 
thoughtful. Riyad always gives 
100% effort to everything that he 
does.

The Awards are given not just for 
being clever or gifted but about 
putting in effort and doing your best. 
The winners received a certificate, 
a badge and £200 to be spent on 
a school project of the recipient’s 
choice. They will all be invited to a 
Tower Hamlets celebration at Queen 
Mary University in the new term.

MS ROBINSON
ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER

The East1 Partnership of Swanlea, 
Canon Barnett, Hague, Osmani, Kobi 
Nazrul, Stewart Headlam and Thomas 
Buxton schools has been developing 
ESOL and ICT classes this year. Parents 
and carers have had the opportunity 
to participate in the classes which 
were run with the Deesha Project 
from Toynbee Hall. The programme 
has been extremely successful with 
over 200 learners from across the 
partnership taking part. Lessons were 
held in every school, on every day of 
the week, giving our parents flexibility 
in their learning. There were fourteen 
classes, ranging from beginner to 
advanced levels of literacy, as well as 
two ICT classes.

Luanna Watson, Adult and 
Community Coordinator at Toynbee 
Hall, said 

“This is the first year that we have 
introduced exam based learning, 
and although there was some initial 
uncertainty, today’s graduates have 
all risen to the challenge and their 

commitment to carry on learning. I 
am really proud of all the students. It 
has been immensely satisfying to see 
many of them improve in confidence 
as their skills increase”.

Over 100 parent graduates gathered 
at Toynbee Hall with their families 
on Thursday 26th June to receive 
their certificates and celebrate their 
achievements: 281 exams have been 
sat with a 98% success rate.

During the graduation ceremony 
Swanlea students, Sadia Akhtar 
and Tanzila Aziz, spoke of the pride 
they felt in seeing their mother's 
development and progress in their 
language and computer skills as a 
result of the project. 

The project will continue next term 
hopefully reaching out to even more 
parent learners.

Ms Choudhury
KS3 administrator



A group of students from across KS3 went 
to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 
today to celebrate their amazing work in 
reading and literacy.  We toured the park,  
played rounders, saw some cycling at the 
velodrome and went bowling. Here's what 
some of  the students said:

 

What a year it has been for Swanlea’s 
Debate Club! Set up last October 
with mentors from the educational 
charity, DebateMate, KS3 students 
at Swanlea have been able to take 
advantage of their expertise.

During the past year the club 
entered a number of national debate 
competitions run by DebateMate. 
Over 200 schools took part in the 
national competition; for novice 
debaters. I am extremely proud to 
say that Swanlea’s Debate Club was 
ranked #26 nationally, and came in at 
the top 20 for the London region.

The Debate Club has also been 
involved in a competition run 
by the charity Save the Children, 
Amin Sayed, Year 8, was a finalist, 
resulting in the club being given 
the opportunity to take part in a 
‘Question Time’ event with MPs at 
parliament.

It has been a very successful year 
for the club and hopefully, it will 
continue to go from strength to 
strength. 

Ms Choudhury
KS3 administrator

SWANLEA 
DEBATE 
CLUB

Ms Martin
Literacy Interventions Manager



Sakib Ahmed, KS3 Sports Personality of the Year
Shahed Ahmed, KS3 Football Defender of the Year
Mohammed Kawsar Ahmed, KS3 Football Attacker of the Year
Farhan Humayun, KS3 Footballer of the Year
Kowsar Ahmed, KS3 Midfielder of the Year
Yaqub Absiye, KS3 Super Sub of the Year
Brian Wong, KS3 Badminton Player of the Year
Jawad Haque, KS3 Cricket Player of the Year
Saira Akthar, KS3 Girls Sports Personality of the Year 
Candice Francis, KS3 Girls Footballer of the Year 
Fatema Begum, KS3 Girls Badminton Player of the Year 

Hani Elmie, KS3 Girls Cricket Player of the Year 
Eva Patterson, Year 8 Sports Personality of the Year 
Sadia Begum, Year 7 Sports Personality of the Year 
Mark Fanning, Year 8 Footballer of the Year
Md Mazhar Alam, Year 8 Cricket Player of the year
Rabbi Uddin, Year 8 Sports Personality of the Year
Mohammed Uddin, Year 8 Badminton Player of the Year
Ridwan Abdul Karim, Year 7 Sports Personality of the Year
Curtis Awokisa, Year 7 Football Player of the Year
Ibrahim Raynor, Year 7 Cricket Player of the Year
Md Samir Ahmed, Year 7 Badminton Player of the Year

KS3 PE AWARDS WINNERS

This year has been one of the most successful in the history of 
the school for the PE department with record breaking results 
in GCSE PE and BTEC. To celebrate, the department had a 
night to commemorate the achievements and commitment 
of KS3 pupils.

Boys have had a number of successes this year with the KS3 
Badminton Team being crowned Tower Hamlets Champions, 
the Year 8 Indoor Cricket Team being crowned Tower Hamlets 
Champions, the Year 9 Cricket Team beating teams from 
Tower Hamlets and Hackney to make it to the quarter final of 

the London Cup as well as the Year 9 Football Team coming third 
in the Tower Hamlets League after 20 fixtures.

As for the girls, they were runners up in the borough of Tower 
Hamlets badminton competition being narrowly beaten in a 
close tournament. Also in the indoor athletics championships 
Eva Patterson claimed gold in the triple jump.

The pupils were treated to an awards evening and given a 
number of awards - well done all!

Mr Curran
PE teacher

NEWS FROM THE P.E. TEAM...
 Mr Grant, Mr Curran, Ms Flannery, Ms Flowers, Mr Lee & Ms Ravenscroft

Not to be undone by the celebrations of Brazil, the PE 
department decided to bring a bit of Samba to the mall to 
create World Cup fever. The inaugural World Cup 'Foosball 
Competition' (table football) was opened on the same day 
as the Opening ceremony in Rio. 28 tutor groups from Years 
7 -10 were given world cup teams and a range of fixtures to 
play. Foosball allowed the competition to be fully inclusive as 

the only requirement needed was skill rather than speed or 
strength. Teams were made up of two starting players with a 
sub on hand. The atmosphere created by the teams during 
lunchtime was thrilling and became tense as the rounds 
moved closer to the finals. What was impressive to see was 
the values of teamwork, determination, effort and focus, on 
display.

Mr Lee
PE teacher

SWANLEA SCHOOL CELEBRATE THEIR OWN WORLD CUP FOOSBALL STYLE

SWANLEA SCHOOL PE DEPARTMENT KS3 AWARDS EVENING



NEWS FROM THE P.E. TEAM...
 Mr Grant, Mr Curran, Ms Flannery, Ms Flowers, Mr Lee & Ms Ravenscroft

WORLD CUP FEVER ENTERS THE 
CLASSROOM
Form classrooms of Swanlea School 
marked the opening of the 2014 
World cup by unveiling vibrant colours 
on their classroom walls. The PE 
department ran a display competition 
in which form classes were given teams 
to follow during the World cup and the 
task of celebrating the rich tradition of 
the country and its Football heroes. 

The competition was well received with 
students decorating their classrooms 
in an array of exuberant colours and 
designs. The displays were of a high 
standard and it was clear to see that a 
lot time and effort had been devoted 
to illuminate classrooms and bring a 
flavour of the World Cup to Swanlea 
School. The winner of the Year 7 display 
was 7L – AUSTRALIA. The winner of the 
Year 8 display was 8N – NIGERIA. The 
winner of the Year 9 display was 9W - 
FRANCE

The overall winner of the whole 
competition was 9E - Italy

Mr Grant
Head of PE

LONDON U14S CRICKET CUP 
COMPETITION
After some rousing victories against 
The City Academy (186-10) and 
Bridge Academy (38 All out), Swanlea 
made it through to the quarter finals 
of the London U14s Cricket Cup 
Competition.

Having previously lost in Year 7 
against Dulwich College and in 
Latymer School in Year 8, the side 
were determined to progress past the 
quarter final. We competed and drew 
against City of London School for Boys 
in St Pauls, one of the oldest schools in 
London. We had trained and prepared 
well and we took the game to them 
after winning the toss. Swanlea was 
to bowl first. There was some really 
positive and accurate fielding from the 
off and even better bowling brought 
City of London school to 103 at the 
end of 18 overs. Swanlea opened with 
some really consistent batting from 
Jawad and Shofiqul. Rabbi hit a few 
big sixes that really got the other side 
worried but after that we came under 
fire; a few quick wickets changed the 
game. Sayfur and Miju managed a few 
4s and 6s and it came down to a very 
tense last over - 9 runs needed from 6 
balls. Unfortunately it wasn’t our day 
as we fell short by 6 runs. But what 
a day and what a team! Well done 
Swanlea.

Mr Curran
PE teacher

BRIGHTON UNIVERSITY VISIT
On 17th June a group of GCSE PE 
students visited Brighton University to 
experience one of the best sport science 
and PE teaching Universities in the 
country. 

The pupils had a fantastic opportunity 
to explore the many laboratories and 
participate in various sport science 
tests, such as the Brower wireless timing 
gates, Wingate cycle ergometers and 
concept strength rigs. This gave the 
pupils a chance to test their own fitness 
and find out how they compare to the 
levels achieved by elite performers.  

Students then explored the campus 
and had the opportunity to listen to 
a presentation about university life 
and this gave them a chance to ask 
questions and speak to current student 
about their experiences.

Finally, pupils 
then took part in 
a PE lecture and 
activities where 
pupils worked on 
their team building 
and communication 
skills. In addition 
to this, pupils’ skills 
of co- ordination, 
balance, and agility 
where tested 
through street surfing. This was the 
first time pupils had experienced street 
surfing but they were naturals!

This was an inspirational trip that was 
enjoyed by all and in the near future we 
may have some budding sport scientists, 
physiotherapists and PE teachers.

Ms Flannery
PE teacher
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