
Swanlea’s Travels

The A-Level Geography group left 
Swanlea on Friday 10th February to 
travel to Iceland where we investigated 

the tectonic processes and learnt about the 
history behind Iceland’s picturesque glaciers 
and geysers amongst other geographic sites.

On Saturday morning we took a brief tour of 
Reykjavik before travelling to the south of 
Iceland and viewing the Gullfoss waterfall, 
a popular site where 32 metres of water 
plummets into the canyon, offering scenic 
views of the unspoilt nature in Iceland. 
Shortly after, we traversed to view an array 
of geysers and witnessed the geyser spring, 
gaining momentum before ejecting bouts of 
huge columns of boiling water frequently in 
the span of a few minutes. After touring this 
part of Iceland we went to a café that had a 
viewing pen for the cows and produced ice-
cream domestically.

The following day we travelled west of Skógar 
to the 60 metre tall waterfall Seljaladafoss. 
This well-known waterfall, located near the 
volcano glacier Eyjafjallajökull, provided 
breath-taking views. We had the opportunity 
to walk into a cave behind the waterfall to 
view it up close. Afterwards we watched 
a short film in Iceland about the 2010 

Eyjafjallajökull volcano eruption and its effects 
before visiting ponies near the eruption site. 
The class was able to interact with the ponies 
before we set off for the highlands of Iceland 
to view the glaciers. We hiked to a glacier 
that has retreated 10 to 15% in recent years 
due to global warming. We walked upon 
the ice that was covered in volcanic ash, an 
aftereffect of the 2010 eruption, before going 
to the last waterfall. Our class entered the 
cave that the waterfall was formed in and 
were able to view the waterfall within close 
proximity. 

During our last day in Iceland we visited a ship 
wreck near the coast. When we reached the 
coast we climbed up a cliff near the coast in 
small groups, to minimise the risk of falling 
down the steep cliff. From the top we could 
see the rolling wave’s crash into each other 
and the ant-like birds sitting in the nooks of 
the surrounding cliffs as we stood at the edge 
of the precipice. 

This was an amazing opportunity to not only 
experience a different culture, but we also 
learnt about tectonic plates in a way we never 
could have inside a classroom!
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Mon 10th April - Fri 21st 
April

Easter Holidays

Dates for the Diary

Thurs 2nd Mar
World Book Day

Fri 10th March
Open Morning

9.15am-10.30am

Sun 12th March
East London Handball 

Tournament
Mayesbrook Park, 3pm-5pm

Wed 15th March
Yr 8 Parents/Carers Evening

4pm-7pm

Fri 24th March
INSET DAY

(School closed for students)

Wed 29th March
Super Learning Day

Wed 29th March
IAP Day
Year 8

Swanlea holds an after 
school club every day! 
visit our website for 
more information.fu
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By Anika Haque - Year 13 

feature excerpt

“To be, or not to be--that is the 
question:

Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to 
suffer

The slings and arrows of outra-
geous fortune

Or to take arms against a sea of 
troubles

And by opposing end them.
To die, to sleep--

No more--and by a sleep to say we 
end

The heartache, and the thousand 
natural shocks

That flesh is heir to.”

© Hamlet - William Shakespeare
Act 3 Scene 1



Year 9 students and staff were privileged to hear from Harry Spiro, 
a holocaust survivor during this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day.

Despite losing all his family in the holocaust and experiencing great 
personal suffering, Harry is adamant we should not give in to hate 
and instead focus on hope and tackling prejudice in all its forms. 

Pupils also benefitted from a series of workshops provided by 
teachers and the Jewish Museum in which they handled a range of 
historical artefacts, such as the stars the Nazis forced Jewish people 
to wear.

This event gave students a deeper understanding of the holocaust 
and reminded us all why our commitment to Swanlea shared values 
is so important. 

Holocaust Memorial Day

Over half term 20 students from year 12 and 13 were selected to 
go on a rewards trip to Barcelona, Spain. 

We not only visited the famous Sagrada Familia, which is a UNES-
CO world heritage site, the Nou Camp football stadium, home of 
FC Barcelona, but also went to the Supercomputing Centre where 
students saw how supercomputers were used. 

Serkan Gunes (year 12) said, “Camp Nou was an amazing experience 
and it reminded me why FC Barcelona are one of the best football 
clubs in the world.”

This was an incredible experience and both staff and students 
enjoyed learning about the rich culture and history Barcelona has to 
offer. 

Trip to Sunny Spain!
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By Paul Frowd - 
Head of History

By Tarikur Rahman - 
Head of BICTE

By Lucy Dever - Head of Art/DT

We are holding our final open morning of the academic year on 
Friday 10th March 2017, 9.15am-10.30am. 

Come and visit us to not only find out why Swanlea School is rated 
OFSTED outstanding, but to also experience it for yourself. 

This is your chance to talk to staff and students about our subjects, 
enrichment, pastoral care and how Swanlea can benefit all the 
young people who attend our school. 

Don’t miss out, we hope to see you there!

In October, Bow Arts worked with our year 9 students to create a 
high quality piece of artwork to enhance the school environment. 

The first workshop included all year 9 GCSE Art students learning to 
use papercut techniques to illustrate London icons in a simple and 
bold aesthetic. 

The second workshop generated ideas about London and 
conceptually illustrated these ideas using papercut techniques. 

Finally, we saw students deconstructing representational 
illustrations and transforming them into abstract compositions. 

The mural will be installed in the restaurant, brightening up our 
lunchtimes!

London Mural

SWANLEA SCHOOL
OPEN MORNING
F R I D AY 1 0 t h  M A R C H  2 0 1 7
9 : 1 5 a m - 1 0 : 30 a m

VISIT
31 Br a dy s t r e e t
E1 5DJ

020 7375 3267
swanlea.co.uk
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