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Welcome
We are an 11-19 mixed comprehensive specialist 
school. In our most recent inspection by ofsted, we 
were judged as outstanding. 

At Swanlea School we are committed to developing our 
students as outstanding learners who achieve their very 
best in all aspects of school life. 

At Swanlea, we want to see all students become highly 
skilled learners, achieving excellent standards and 
leading fulfilling and exciting lives. Our commitment to 
equal opportunities is reflected in all aspects of school 
life and we welcome young people from all cultures, 
backgrounds and beliefs.

Swanlea is an outstanding school

OfSTED 
“ ”

Schools ... like Swanlea ... have been amongst the fastest 
improvers in recent years - and have done so by working closely 
with each other to drive up standards. 

MichaEl gOvE
SEcrETary Of STaTE fOr EDucaTiOn

“
”



Thank you for your interest in Swanlea school. I look forward to welcoming 
you in person at one of our many prospective student events. Swanlea is a 

school with enormous strengths. We have built an enviable reputation for 
outstanding academic success, as well as an excellent standard of pastoral 
care. I am very proud of what our students achieve, and attribute this to our 

wonderful staff, the support of parents and our hard-working governors. 

At Swanlea we have very high expectations of everyone who is involved with 
the school - from students to parents and governors. our goal is to see all 

students become highly skilled learners, achieving excellent standards and 
leading fulfilling and exciting lives. We foster a learning culture, and students 

and teachers alike enjoy lessons, which make for a positive and purposeful 
atmosphere throughout the school. our commitment to equal opportunities is 

reflected in all aspects of school life and we welcome young people from all 
cultures, backgrounds and beliefs. I am confident that our students will leave 

Swanlea as well-educated, knowledgeable, and well-rounded individuals. 

We work hard to try to make communication between home and school as 
smooth as possible, and one way that I seek to do this is though my regular 
parents’ drop-in session. It is a weekly opportunity for parents to come into 

school without an appointment and speak to me about anything. Swanlea is 
a wonderful school, open and welcoming to all. I do hope you will take the 

time to visit and see for yourself what we can offer your child.  

Brenda landers
Headteacher

leTTer from 
THe HeAd

The school provides an 
outstanding caring environment 
in which students can flourish as 
individuals and as members of the 
community. This is a school where 
every child really does matter.

OfSTED

“

”



our
mISSIon
we aim to ensure that

students make outstanding progress. We aim to deliver outstanding 
outcomes for all students

all Swanlea students are outstanding learners

all lessons in all subjects to deliver outstanding learning and teaching

We also aim to ensure that students experience a rich and diverse range of 
experiences while at Swanlea, from trips to museums and the theatre, to taking 
part in visits abroad.

students of all 
abilities and 

backgrounds 
thrive, both 

academically 
and personally

OfSTED 

“

”



commITTed To 
excellence

As a specialist Business and enterprise college, 
staff at Swanlea aim to give students the skills and 
knowledge they need to succeed in an increasingly 

technological society where strong IcT skills, 
financial literacy, economic understanding and 

practical skills are key. We place an emphasis on 
three key areas: problem solving, communication 

and leadership skills, and aim to equip our students 
with the knowledge and ability to fulfill their 

ambitions in today’s complex world. 

every student is given the opportunity to work with 
business professionals from around the world. This 

could be through our business mentor scheme, 
the Bank of America/merrill lynch enterprise and 

entrepreneurship Programme, or one of many 
other programmes that we use to engage and 

inspire our students to reach their full potential.

“Students are 
friendly, courteous 
and energetic. They 
value education and 
want to succeed. 
They are reflective 
and thoughtful 
and are excellent 
ambassadors for 
multicultural Britain

OfSTED
”



dedIcATed, 
ProfeSSIonAl 
TeAm
The teaching staff at Swanlea are dedicated 
professionals, all of who support fully the learning ethos 
of the school, both through their work as teachers and 
as tutors. our dedicated and skilled support staff also 
act as tutors and enhance learning in the school. We 
have ‘Investors in People’ status, which recognises our 
commitment to developing talented, highly motivated 
staff. We enjoy working together and see everyone in 
our school community as equals. Staff training days and 
after-school learning and teaching meetings give us the 
opportunity to work together on school priorities. 

 Students are given 
a wide range of 

responsibilities...
and these enable 
them to develop 

into self-confident 
and motivated 
young people.

OfSTED 

“

”



(Students) say that 
the school values 
and acts upon their 
opinions ... Students 
have a strong sense 
of responsibility 
towards their local 
communities ...They 
are extremely well 
prepared for the 
next stage of their 
education.

OfSTED 

PArT of THe 
communITy
We work extensively with local primary schools to 

deliver training and share good practice, as well 
as offering resources and opportunities to their 

students. our specialist teachers use their talents 
to enrich opportunities for students through extra-
curricular activites such as music, drama and Pe, 

to name but a few.

“

”



celeBrATIng 
AcHIevemenT

”

At Swanlea we aim to build a love for learning and 
a thirst for knowledge and understanding in all our 
children. We believe that by modelling positive 
behaviour, in recognising and rewarding effort and 
achievement, we provide the right environment 
where students are proud to present their work and 
strive for the highest standards. Achievement is 
recognised on both a personal and public level, from 
individual praise to certificates, postcards and letters 
home, awards and whole school celebration events. 
from work displayed on the walls of the school 
to the regular school magazine, Swanlea News, 
all students can expect to have their efforts and 
successes recognised and celebrated. 

 The teachers 
here care. They 
listen to us and 

try to help, no 
matter what the 

issue is. They 
make the extra 

effort which 
makes us want to 

as well. 

yEar 10 STuDEnT

“



exTrA-currIculAr 
AcTIvITIeS 

our extra-curricular activities include sporting events, 
summer schemes, enterprise initiatives with local 

businesses, drama and art projects, as well as many 
other classes and projects. every evening after school 
there are homework clubs for all subject areas and at 

lunchtime the Swanlea youth Project supports students 
in running their own clubs and societies. The Saturday 

morning school runs all year round and provides 
additional learning opportunities for students in all 

subjects, as well as sports activities. 

As an extended school, we aim to provide facilities 
beyond the school day and to reach out to the local 

community through our work with local primaries and 
other organisations around the borough. We believe 
that learning not only take place in the classroom in 

curriculum time but also out of hours - at lunchtimes, 
after school and in the holidays. We work closely with 
Tower Hamlets youth Service to ensure that there are 
activities and facilities available to students both after 
school and during the holidays. We provide a rich and 

varied menu of activities out of hours to complement 
and add to the curriculum.  

“My son has been given fantastic 
opportunities to improve his 
skills. Each year he has done 
something valuable and fun 
outside school - the teachers 
work very hard to make all these 
wonderful activities happen and 
I am very grateful to Swanlea 
and its staff. They have been 
fantastic!

SWanlEa ParEnT
”



A PArTnerSHIP 
for SucceSS
The most successful schools are those with the closest links with 
parents. We value the enormous contributions parents make to 
improve the quality of their child’s education. We have therefore 
developed very effective home/school links. We also have a 
Parents’ Association and our Parent Governors play a significant 
role in school life. 

We involve parents closely in the education process so that they 
can play a full role in encouraging their child’s achievement. 
Parents are offered the opportunity to take part in parent/student 
workshops, lessons for parents, achievement evenings, as well as 
regular parents’ evenings. 

Parents highly value our ‘home link’ system, which immediately 
informs them of unexplained absence. Parents value also the 
regular contact that is maintained between home and school about 
their child’s progress via our reports and rewards system. Termly 
newsletters and our regular curriculum and social events ensure 
that parents are actively involved in our school community. 

(Students) 
respond very 
well to excellent 
teaching and 
an outstanding 
curriculum that 
is innovative 
and flexible in 
meeting their 
needs.

OfSTED

“
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Students 
enjoy their 
education 
and behave 
well in 
lessons and 
around the 
school.

OfSTED 

eAST 1 
ScHoolS 

PArTnerSHIP
The east 1 Schools Partnership consists of six schools; one 

secondary school and five primary schools:

Canon Barnett Primary School,
Osmani Primary School,

Kobi Nazrul Primary School, 

Thomas Buxton Infants and Juniors
Stewart Headlam Primary School,

Swanlea School

The Partnership organises and funds activities, workshops 
and courses designed to help support and raise the 

aspirations and achievements of both students and parents.  
Since its start in 2008, it has proved to be enormously 

successful: increasing parental involvement, creating career 
opportunities, sharing good teaching and learning practice 

across six schools, and helping the achievement of students.   
Please do contact us if you would like to find out more

about the east 1 Partnership

“

”



BuIldIng 
SkIllS for 
lIfe
At Swanlea we believe that a love of reading can have a 
profoundly positive effect on a student’s enjoyment and 
success across all subjects. We encourage students to 
develop their reading skills, and every member of staff 
throughout all subjects is committed to ensuring that 
students develop their literacy skills to the best of their 
ability.

The school has a highly successful Accelerated reader 
programme, as well as a range of reading incentives 
and initiatives. Students are individually assessed and a 
specialised reading programme developed to support them. 
The school library has been relaunched and is at the heart 
of learning in school. 

 The outstanding 
personal development 

and well-being 
of students are 

testimony to the 
school’s very strong 

systems for academic 
support and its 

exceptionally caring 
atmosphere.

OfSTED

“

”



Students have 
an impressive 
understanding of 
cultural diversity 
issues and show 
high levels of 
tolerance towards 
those from different 
backgrounds or 
beliefs. 

OfSTED

“

”

BuSIneSS & 
enTerPrISe 

lInkS
Preparation for the world of work is an essential ingredient in preparing 

young people for adult life. At Swanlea we believe in a ‘hands on’ 
approach. Students are encouraged to develop employability skills 

through our pupil leadership programme, young enterprise competitions, 
and the Bank of America/ merrill lynch enterprise and entrepreneurship 
Programme. every student will experience enterprise and Work related 

learning throughout their time at Swanlea. 

We work collaboratively with many large companies to give our students 
the best possible grounding in Business and enterprise. The school takes 

full advantage of its proximity to the financial heart of the London and 
takes care to cultivate links with “big business”. our connections provide  
students the opportunity to meet with leading professionals and gain an 

insight into setting up their own business. 



STAyIng on 
AT SWAnleA
In September 2009, cambridge Heath Sixth form was launched in partnership with two other 
outstanding schools, morpeth and oaklands, which means that students at Swanlea have access 
to first class education post 16. 

Students are based at Swanlea or partnership sites, as well as the new Wessex centre on 
Hadleigh Street. Students benefit from a wide range of courses and subject specialists. Our 
Sixth Form offers your child the best possible opportunities to achieve qualifications for university 
entrance. We offer an inclusive, supportive environment, encompassing personalised tuition and a 
range of enrichment activities designed to enhance your child’s learning experience.

To find out more, go to www.cambridgeheath.towerhamlets.sch.uk

equAl oPPorTunITIeS
equality is at the core of everthing we do at Swanlea. As a school we are enriched by the diversity of 
cultures represented. our children with special education needs are well looked after and supported. 

Swanlea School is a barrier free school and is committed to ensuring equality of education and 
opportunity for disabled pupils, staff and all those receiving services from the school. We aim to 

develop a culture of inclusion and diversity in which people feel free to disclose their disability and to 
participate fully in all aspects of school life. As a school, we promote positive images of people with 

disabilities throughout the school. The achievement of disabled pupils and students will is monitored 
and we use this information to raise standards and ensure inclusive Teaching and learning. We  

make reasonable adjustments to ensure that the school environment is as accessible as possible. 
We will endeavour through all capital works to ensure that access is a priority. At Swanlea 

School we believe that diversity is a strength which should be respected and 
celebrated by all those who learn, teach and visit our school.



Swanlea School
Business & enterprise college

31 Brady Street
Whitechapel

london
e1 5dJ

tel: 020 7375 3267
Fax: 020 7375 3567

officeadmin@swanlea.towerhamlets.sch.uk
www.swanlea.towerhamlets.sch.uk


