
Design Winners!

Ten year 9 students were selected 
to take part in the 10 week ‘Green 
Plan It’ competition run by the Royal 

Horticulture Society.  The brief was to design 
a creative garden space either within the 
school or somewhere in the local community, 
write a detailed report including research and 
planning and finally make a scale model of the 
final design. 

Swanlea School was just one of 20 
schools from London that took part in the 
competition. On Friday 9th December, the 
competing schools presented their model 
and final design to a panel of judges at Capel 
Manor College in Hertfordshire. 

There were two teams of five students from 
Swanlea: team ‘Swanleaf’ led by Mr Nairn and 
team ‘Poison Ivy,’ led by Ms Williams. 

Team ‘Swanleaf’ won the ‘Best Overall Project’ 
Award, winning the entire competition 
for creating a garden to benefit the whole 
community. They designed a garden which 
could be constructed on any balcony in the 
Whitechapel area, made completely from 
recycled objects found locally.

Team ‘Poison Ivy’ designed a garden for 
Swanlea School and won the ‘Pupil’s Choice’ 
award, where majority of competitors voted 
Poison Ivy’s design as their favourite.  

This was a great achievement for the 
school, students and the Design Technology 
department. It gave students a fantastic 
opportunity to showcase their creative and 
design skills and to develop as designers on 
a wider scale. Congratulations to all staff and 
students involved!
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Thurs 22nd Dec-Mon 2nd Jan
Christmas Holida.ys

 Tues 3rd January
First Day of Term

Late start for students - 9.30am

Dates for the Diary

Fri 15th Dec
Year 7 Deloitte Reading Partners 

(Selected students)
3.30pm-4.45pm)

Wed 21st Dec
Homeless Awareness Day

(All Day)

Wed 21st Dec
Last Day of Term

KS3/6th form finish: 11am
KS4 finish: 11.15am

Mon 9th Jan
Coffee Morning
9.30am-11am

Thurs 12th Jan
Film & Media Empowerment 

Project: Mental Health 
Awareness Event
3.30pm-4.30pm

Tues 31st Jan
Year 12 Head to Head interviews

9.00am-3.15pm

feature Poem

The sky is low, the clouds are 
mean,

 A travelling flake of snow
 Across a barn or through a 

rut
 Debates if it will go.

A narrow wind complains all 
day

 How someone treated him;
 Nature, like us, is sometimes 

caught
 Without her diadem.

© Emily Dickinson

Swanlea Sixth Form 
provides mentoring and 
work experience with 

over 20 partners!fu
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Posion Ivy’s Design

By Chris Nairn

Swanleaf ’s winning design



Staff and students were heavily involved in the fundraising events 
that took place at Swanlea. Students took part in sponsored 
silences, making and selling food such as chana chor and cakes, 
while staff held their annual Macmillan coffee morning. 

For Macmillan, we raised an amazing £776.52, a massive increase 
from last year. We’re still counting the donations for our BBC 
Children in Need fundraising but so far we’ve raised over £500! 

The best aspect about students’ fundraising is that they get a 
clearer understanding of the disadvantages faced by others.

These were two very successful fundraising events and we hope to 
see it continue next year!

Cakes for Charity

December is usually a happy time for many people; the holidays 
are fast approaching and people will be celebrating with family and 
friends. 

However, not everyone has the opportunity to enjoy the holidays 
and that’s why we are committed to doing our part in making sure 
everyone enjoys some holiday cheer.

Sixth form students have organised a collection for the local food 
bank. This includes tinned and dried food as well as basic essentials 
for babies and adults.

There’s a collection point under our Christmas tree and it’s filling up 
quickly with donations from staff, students and parents!

Season of Giving

ESOL for All 

Every year, a large number of people go hungry and without shelter. 
This month is usually the worst for the homeless. On Wednesday 
21st December 2016,  we will be holding a ‘Homeless Awareness 
Day,’ where everyone is welcome to make a donation. By doing so, 
we hope to keep at least a few people off the streets and out of the 
cold this Winter. 

With a donation of 50p, students can  wear an item of woolly 
clothing  whilst with a donation of £1, staff  can wear a Christmas 
jumper.  All donations will go to Crisis, the national charity for 
homeless people.  

We are very thankful to our staff, parents/carers, governors and 
students for supporting this event. 

Homeless Awareness
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By Yasmin Latif

By Syeda Tarin Pasha - Head Girl

By Rahima Khatun

Swanlea School is part of the East1 Partnership, a consortium 
of 6 local primary schools with Swanlea as the lead secondary.In 
2013 the partnership along with the facilitators from Toynbee Hall 
introduced ESOL and ICT classes for our parents and carers. To 
date the classes have been very successful, with over 150 learners 
graduating each year. 

This is a great opportunity for the local community. We are very 
proud that a number of our learners are now applying for and 
getting jobs or moving onto further education. 

ESOL classes are held every Thursday morning at Swanlea School 
with numeracy classes on Tuesday afternoons. For more details 
please contact the Parental Engagement Co-ordinator, Ms Shahin 
Chowdhury.

By Shahin Chowdhury 


