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Meeting Jacqueline Wilson

Thursday 2nd March was World 
Book Day and to celebrate year 7 
and 8 students went on a trip to 

meet author Jacqueline Wilson. 

The event was organised by the Tower 
Hamlets Schools Library Service and 
took place in York Hall. You could feel 
the excitement in the air as we took our 
seats with the other schools from the 
borough.

Jacqueline Wilson has written a 
number of children’s books but the one 
everyone will definitely remember is 
The Tracy Beaker series. A few of her 
books were turned into TV shows and 
mini films, such as The Tracy Beaker 
series, The Illustrated Mum and The 
Dustbin Baby. 

Jacqueline Wilson not only talked about 
the books she had written but also 
about her childhood and her journey to 
becoming an author. She told us how 
she came up with Tracy Beaker’s name 

in the bath! She already had the name 
Tracy but needed a surname so she 
looked around the bath, saw a beaker 
and Tracy Beaker was created!

After the talk, a few students from each 
school were lucky enough to go up on 
the stage to meet Jacqueline Wilson 
and get their books signed.

This was an amazing day and we all had 
a lot of fun. Meeting Jacqueline Wilson, 
one of my favourite authors, has been 
such a great experience. I can’t wait for 
next year’s World Book Day!
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Mon 29th May - Fri 2nd 
June 2017

Half-Term Holiday

Dates for the Diary

Mon 24th April
First Day of Term

Later start of 9.30am for students 
only

Mon 24th April
Yr 11 Parents’/Carers’ 

Information/Progress Meeting
3.45pm-5pm

Wed 26th April
Yr 8 Deloitte Girl’s Network

(Selected Students)
3.30pm-4.45pm

Mon 1st May
BANK HOLIDAY

School Closed

Wed 3rd May 
Yr 6 Parents’/Carers’ Evening

4pm-7pm

Here’s an extra long 
issue of the Swanlea 
Express to keep you 

entertained this Easter 
Break!fu
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By Samia Uddin - 7L
feature Poem

“Hope” is the thing with feathers -
That perches in the soul -

And sings the tune without the 
words -

And never stops - at all -

And sweetest - in the Gale - is 
heard -

And sore must be the storm -
That could abash the little Bird

That kept so many warm -

I’ve heard it in the chillest land -
And on the strangest Sea -
Yet - never - in Extremity,
It asked a crumb - of me.

Emily Dickinson



On Thursday 2nd March 2017 students were thrilled to see 
staff members dress up as their favourite book characters 
for World Book Day. 

We had the Knights of the Round Table and Professor 
McGonagall roaming the corridors of Swanlea along with 
many more cleverly dressed characters! Students had to 
guess which characters staff dressed up as during break 
and lunchtime. 

Everyone had a lot of fun and we can’t wait to find out 
what characters our teachers will be next year!

Characters Come Alive!

On Monday 20th March the library was transformed 
for a week into the Anne Frank exhibition by the Anne 
Frank Trust. During this time 19 students were trained 
as guides for the exhibition.

Peter Oppenheimer, a former trustee of the Anne Frank 
Trust and current partner at Goldman Sachs, heard 
about the exhibition and was given a tour by students.
He was very impressed by the knowledge of the guides. 

Thank you to the Anne Frank Trust for their support in 
putting together this wonderful exhibition. 

Anne Frank Exhibition

Red Nose Day
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By Tanaaz Khan-7L

By Diane Wells-
Library Manager

By Rahima Khatun- Entitlement & 
Enterprise Co-ordinator

Year 7 students had a lot of fun raising money for Red Nose 
Day. Of course it wouldn’t be a charity fundraiser without 
starting off with a cake sale! Students bombarded the 
cake sale table, filled with doughnuts and cookies, none of 
which lasted long as everything sold out within 10 minutes!

As well as the cake sale, students came into school on 
INSET Day and volunteered with Sainsbury’s to help raise 
money. They dressed in red and politely asked the public to 
donate anything, big or small, for the charity. 

We managed to raise a great £145! Thanks to everyone 
who got involved.

Super Learning Day was a massive success with 14 trips 
going out across years 7 to 13. Trips varied depending 
on year group, with Key Stage 3 going to London Zoo 
and Key Stage 4 students learning about study skills 
and visiting a variety of museums across London.

Year 13 went to Go Ape, testing their skills in outdoor 
adventure activities while year 12 visited different 
places of worship. 

Students and staff had an amazing day. A big thank 
you to everyone who got involved to make this Super 
Learning Day the best one yet!

Super Learning!

By Maggie Williams - Yr 7 DLCO

Sixth formers at Fo Guang Shan Bhuddist Temple

The Phantom of the Opera, Peter Pan & Professor McGonagall 



Science Ambassador’s Day has been running for several 
years at Swanlea and is a great opportunity for year 
5 students from the East 1 Partnership Schools to 
experience science in a secondary school environment.

Students carried out a range of experiments to become 
expert ambassadors. They then went back to their 
respective schools, with goody bags containing the 
equipment needed, to teach the rest of their class how 
to carry out the investigations. 

The year 5 students and their teachers had a great time 
carrying out the experiments!

Fiery Science!

It’s Disco Time!
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By Rebecca Roberts - KS3 
Science Co-Ordinator

On Friday 31st March we held our whole school girls’ 
disco!

The disco was a great success and allowed our female 
students to let off some steam and show off their 
dance moves. Staff were on hand to show some classic 
routines as well as learn some new moves from our 
students!

The disco was in aid of International Women’s Day, 
giving us an opportunity to raise awareness and funds 
for the United World Schools’ Programme. 

As part of the Parental Engagement Programme a 
group of parents/carers took part in a patchwork 
quilting course lead by expert seamstress, Sarah 
McSweeny from the Parent and Family Support Service.

During the course, apart from learning how to use a 
sewing machine proficiently, parents learnt about the 
warp and weft and how to produce a patchwork piece.

The course ended with parents gaining their 
certification in basic quilting and taking home their 
beautiful patchwork cushion.

Quilting Club By Shahin Chowdhury - Parental 
Engagement/East1 Co-orindator 

By Chris Curran - Leader of PE
Swanlea’s year 8 football team have gone unbeaten all 
season, having only drawn the opening game of the 
season. The team ended up at the top of the league 
and then to top it all off, they went on to win the Tower 
Hamlets Cup Competition!

On the day of the tournament, Swanlea won against 
George Green, Bow, St Paul’s Way and LEA, seeing 
George Green again in the final and winning with a 
score of 2-0. 

This is an amazing achievement for our year 8’s and PE 
department! 

Football Champs!

Simon Mustafa - Media Resource 
Officer
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