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Christmas Holidays 
21st Dec 2017 - 2nd Jan 

2018 

First Day of Spring term
3rd Jan 2018

Late start of 9.30am for 
students

Dates for the Diary

We have super learning 
day once a term where 

students go on a 
variety of cultural and 

educational trips!fu
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Swanlea Express
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By  Paul Gardner - Assistant Headteacher

feature Poem

This is the word tightrope.
 Now imagine

a man, inching across it in 
the space

between our thoughts.
 He holds our breath.

There is no word net.

You want him to fall, don’t 
you?

I guessed as much; he tee-
ters but succeeds.

The word applause is written 
all over him.

            Carol Ann Duffy

Students at the Science Museum

Year 13 students at Escape Room

On Thursday 16th November we held 
our first Super Learning Day of the 

academic year and once again it was a 
great success!

We had over 14 trips going out across 
years 7 to 13. Trips varied depending 
on year groups.  Year 7 students had 
an exciting time going to a variety of 
different museums, including the Science 
Museum, V&A, British and many more! 
They had a lot of fun for their first ever 
Super Learning Day!

Key Stage 4 students were split between 
wandering with the wildlife in London 
Zoo and Whipsnade Zoo or getting 
involved in a range of outdoor pursuitsat 
Gilwell Park.   

Year 13 students had a tense time trying 
to ‘escape’ the Escape Room in London, 
a new addition to Super Learning Day. 
The Escape Room is a real-life room 
escape game, where students were 
locked in a room and had to solved 

puzzles before the hour was up. It used 
a lot of concentration and teamwork but 
our students ‘escaped’ and had a lot of 
fun!

The purpose of Super Learning Day is to 
introduce our students to the range of 
educational and cultural opportunities 
which can be find in and just outside of 
London. It’s an experience which both 
students and staff enjoy and all in all it’s 
an exciting and fun-filled day for all!

Mon 4th Dec
Parent Embroidery Skills Class

9.45am-11.45am

Wed 6th Dec 
Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Evening

4pm-6.30pm

Wed 13th Dec 
Swanlea School’s Annual 

Christmas Concert
3.30pm-4.30pm

Wed 20th Dec 
Last day of Autumn term

KS3 - Finish at 11am
KS4/5 - Finish at 11.20am



What an amazing building the Houses of Parliament are! 
There is so much history there and the rooms are beautiful, 
full of historical pictures showing past kings, for example, 
Henry VIII and all of his wives. It was fascinating to hear 
about how our government works and we all learnt a lot. 
We saw the House of Commons, the Central Lobby, which 
is at the heart of Parliament and Westminster Hall, the last 
remaining original Palace - it was breathtaking. Did you 
know the roof of Westminster Hall is made out of wood 
and is over 700 years old? Maybe a student from Swanlea 
will be an MP one day or even the Prime Minister! 

Parliament Visit

Congratulations to the new Y10 student leaders. 
The applications for the position of Student Leader 
were overwhelming and the interview panel found it 
extremely difficult to decide on our final 21 Leaders. 
The selection process was rigorous but the final year 10 
students are up for the challenge. 

The Student Leaders have a variety of duties, for 
example, supporting the form tutor during registration, 
meeting and greeting parents and listening to the year 
7 students read as well as helping new students settle 
into school. 

Well done year 10!

New Leaders!

Day of the Girl!
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By Margaret Williams - 
Senior Leader

Swanlea School has been working with the charity 
organisation, United World School in order to raise 
money to build a school in Cambodia. Our target is to 
raise £16,000 in 3 years! 

From bake sales to discos to photo booths and more, 
students, staff, parents and governors have all been 
involved in helping us a raise a total of £1,240.55 in just 
a few short months!

Thanks to all who have been involved. We really 
appreciate your support in bringing education to those 
who don’t have access to it.

UWS So Far!

By Amara and Sandipa 
(9E)

On 18th October we celebrated the International Day of 
the Girl by going to a networking event on the London 
Eye. 

We talked to several inspirational women who are all 
successful in their chosen fields amongst others.

We met lawyer and women’s rights activist Miriam 
González Durántez and Doctor Who actor Pearl Mackie 
who told us we can do anything we aspire to. 

It was a great experience and very inspirational.

By Swanlea School Community

By Margaret Williams - 
Senior Leader

Students ready to bake for 
Cambodia

Swanlea students and Ms Chowdhury with 
actor Jessie Cave (Harry Potter), Lawyer 
Miriam González, Amy Lamé (London Night 
Tsar) and actor Pearl Mackie (Doctor Who)

Editor: Zara Islam


