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feature Poem

Let me not to the marriage of true 
minds 

Admit impediments. Love is not 
love 

Which alters when it alteration 
finds, 

Or bends with the remover to 
remove: 

O no! it is an ever-fixed mark 

That looks on tempests and is 
never shaken; 

It is the star to every wandering 
bark, 

Whose worth’s unknown, al-
though his height be taken 

Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy 
lips and cheeks 

Within his bending sickle’s com-
pass come: 

Love alters not with his brief 
hours and weeks, 

But bears it out even to the edge 
of doom. 

   If this be error and upon me 
proved, 

   I never writ, nor no man ever 
loved.

By William Shakespeare

On Tuesday 16th October, 30 year 8 
and 9 girls, who are studying either 

Computer Science or BTEC ICT, were 
given the opportunity to visit the Google 
Office in Victoria. 

The purpose of this trip was to inspire our 
students and provide insight to our female 
students about careers in STEM. 

Students got the chance to listen to a 
range of talks from female professionals 
who came from different STEM careers. 
This was incredibly interesting and 
our students got very involved in the 
talks, asking questions about how each 
professional got to where they are now. 
Afterwards we got to take part in a Q & A 
session with staff at Google and received 
a tour of the Google offices.

The most interesting part was the 
workshop where students worked with 

Robo Spheres! Robo spheres can be 
programmed to do nearly anything. In 
other words, it’s a robot! Students had 
a lot of fun programing the spheres 
using a programme on a tablet PC. They 
learnt how to change the robot’s path, 
movement, change the colours of the 
robots, play music with it and record their 
own voices on to it. It was  really exciting 
experience for all the students.

This visit was a great learning experience 
and I hope it encourages more of our 
female students to pursue opportunities 
and careers in STEM. 

Thurs 22nd Nov
Super Learning Day

Whole School

Wed 28th Nov
Year 11 Parents/Carers’ Evening

4pm-7pm

Thurs 6th Dec
Ex-Year 11 & 13 Certificate 

Evening
4.30pm-5.30pm

Wed 12th Dec
KS5 Parents/Carers’ Evening

4pm-6pm



Swanlea school recently started the Jamie Oliver Ministry of Food 
Cooking programme with a group of parents. You didn’t have to have 
any cookery skills to participate, just plenty of enthusiasm.

We are over half way through the course and the parents have 
found it to be a great learning experience. Parents have learned how 
to make healthy and nutritious snacks for their families and have 
learnt how to cook healthy, low salt but high in flavour meals. We 
also discuss nutrition, the best way to cook items, how to handle a 
knife and food hygiene. 

This programme is a great and delicious way to encourage parents to 
cook meals with their children at home!

The Jamie Oliver Way!

This October Swanlea School celebrated Black History Month in 
a variety of ways. We held numerous assemblies and had dis-
plays, some created by students, around the school. We were 
also lucky enough to be visited by an organisation called Ubuntu 
Social Living Networks over a period of two days. 

Ubuntu Social Living Networks is a social enterprise and youth 
leadership programme who aim to spread knowledge of African 
History and support young black people. Over the course of 2 
days, staff from the organisation came in to act out traditional 
African stories to our KS3 classes which proved to be a new and 
engaging way to teach them. 

Our students loved this experience so much that even when the 
pips went, they didn’t want the session to end!  

Ubuntu Visit

Art in Plastic
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As part of our continuous professional development on teaching 
and learning, staff at Swanlea school took part in an INSET on KS3 
Mastery Curriculum and Assessment on Wednesday 10th October. 

Swanlea School has made it a priority issue to ensure all students 
in all subjects are meeting their full potential and making maximum 
progress for a great start to their KS4 GCSE studies.

Teachers took part in a range of activities from different subjects, 
sharing examples of how to undertake formative assessment 
within the classroom, aiming to always push students to meet their 
potential. 

Thank you to all the staff who contributed to a very successful and 
informative training session.

Teachers as Learners

Swanlea School students are working with artist Mürüde 
Mehmet to design and create an exhibition using plastic bottles 
for the Floating Islands Exhibition at Canary Wharf in the new 
year.

Our budding artists drew up their plans and then had to 
translate them into a 3D exhibit, using only plastic water and 
milk bottles. Hundreds of bottles are being incorporated into the 
designs.

The students feel strongly about the amount of plastic that is 
used and thrown away and end up in our oceans destroying 
marine life. Therefore, they have chosen a marine theme for 
their exhibit. 

Watch this space for pictures of the final design and of the 
exhibition. 
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