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What Will I Be Studying?

How Will I Be Assessed?

Sociology is the study of societies and looks at how people live, behave and work together in groups Sociology 
helps students develop a wide range of knowledge and understanding about society, and how sociologists 
study and understand its structures, processes and issues. Sociology is exciting, interesting and relevant to 
students’ lives.

Students will complete an in-depth study of the following topics

Topic 1: The Sociology of Families 
Students will define ‘family’ and explain the presence of diverse forms of the family in Britain today; they will 
look at relationships between men and women, parent(s) and children. Students will look at functionalist, 
Marxist and the feminist perspectives. Students will also examine marriage and divorce trends.

Topic 2: The Sociology of Education  
The education system, educational achievement in terms of class, gender and ethnicity, range of influences on 
educational achievement, for example, parental values, peer groups, school ethos, streaming, labelling.

Topic 3: The Sociology of Crime and Deviance 
In this unit students will study some of the following topics: crime and deviance, conforming to social rules both 
formal and informal, examine crime by class, age, gender, ethnicity and locality, outline different sociological 
explanations of criminal and deviant behaviour, such as sub-cultural theories, labelling theory and relative 
deprivation.

Topic 4: The Sociology of Social Stratification 
In this unit students will study some of the following topics: describe and explain the nature of stratification 
as involving the unequal distribution of wealth, income, status and power, analysis of stratification, including 
class, status and life chances. Identify and describe forms of stratification based on class, gender, ethnicity, 
age and religion. Look at life chances and describe and explain the relationship between such inequalities and 
social factors such as class, gender and ethnicity.

Relevant areas of social theory and methodology will be integrated into the four topic areas.

Students will be assessed with two exams at the end of year 11:

Paper 1: The Sociology of Families and Education 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
100 marks 
50% of GCSE

Paper 2: The Sociology of Crime and Deviance and Social Stratification
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
100 marks 
50% of GCSE
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Who Would Enjoy This Course?

How Will This Course Help Me In The Future?

Sociology is an immensely challenging and exciting discipline. It’s aim is to understand how societies work. 
When you study Sociology you will acquire the knowledge and skills to analyse society in the United Kingdom 
in the 21st Century. Sociology will certainly help you to help make sense of your own experiences in society. It 
can give you new ways of seeing the social world around you.

This subject will appeal to students who like to think critically, have academic discussions and are confident in 
extended essay writing as well as debating current affairs issues in contemporary society.

Useful Websites:

• http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/specification-4190 

• http://www.onlineclassroom.tv/sociology 

• http://www.sociologyexchange.co.uk 

Sociology provides good preparation for further (A-levels) and Higher Education (university) as it equips you 
with the skills needed to succeed at university and beyond.

It is also important for any career which involves dealing with the general public such as teaching, social work, 
police, law and youth work. Moreover, it is particularly relevant for those working in market research and social 
science research. Finally, it can lead to careers in advertising, journalism, government policy making, business 
and law.


