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Task Outline: 

 
An Inspector Calls Revision.  Complete the tasks below. 
 

1. Write down 3-5 words to describe each of the characters in the play (Mr Birling, Mrs Birling, Sheila, Eric, Gerald, The 
Inspector, Eva). 

2. Look up the meaning of the following words/phrases: status, façade, veneer of respectability,  upper-middle class,  
conservative, Edwardian 

3. Write a paragraph explaining what we learn about the Birling household from the opening stage directions.  Use 
each of the words above in your paragraph. 

4. Research about Priestley’s life and politics by reading this article from the British Library: https://www.bl.uk/20th-
century-literature/articles/an-inspector-calls-and-j-b-priestleys-political-journey# 

5. Re-read the final words of the Inspector and the effect it had on the Birlings (see box below). Write 3 paragraphs 
about it answering the question: How does Priestley use the character of the Inspector to teach the Birlings the 
error of their ways? 
 

 
 
 

 

Resources / Additional Guidance: 

Extract from the text for Q5. 
Inspector: (taking charge, masterfully) Stop!  
They are suddenly quiet, staring at him. And be quiet for a moment and listen to me. I don't need to know any more. Neither 
do you. This girl killed herself – and died a horrible death. But each of you helped to kill her. Remember that. Never forget it. 
(He looks from one to the other of them carefully.) But then I don't think you ever will. Remember what you did, Mrs Birling. 
You turned her away when she most needed help. You refused her even the pitiable little bit of organized charity you had in 
your power to grant her. Remember what you did. 
 
He walks straight out, leaving them staring, subdued and wondering. SHEILA is still quietly crying. MRS Birling has collapsed 
into a chair. ERIC is brooding desperately. BIRLING is the only active one, hears the door slam and moves hesitatingly 
towards the door, stops, looks gloomily at the other three, then pours himself out a drink, which he hastily swallows. 
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