
Melodrama 
Part 2

LESSON THREE
THE ACTING



ACTING STYLE 
In Melodrama the style of acting is 
exaggerated with large gestures and clear 
body language.  The actors need to make 
sure the ‘stock’ characters are clear to the 
audience



exaggeration
Melodrama relies on a very dramatic 
style of acting.  Often when  
somebody is being over dramatic 
they are called ‘melodramatic’



MELODRAMATIC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUi45XoiNm0
In the clip Nicholas Cage has a ‘melodramatic’ 
response to filing paperwork! Watch how 
exaggerated his body language, gestures and 
facial expressions are!  * the actual rant starts at 2 minutes in*

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUi45XoiNm0


Your turn!
TASK 5:
It is time to write your own melodramatic ‘rant’ 
known in drama as a monologue! Pick 
something small and see if you can exaggerate 
your reactions. If you are brave you can show it 
to your family or record it for your teacher!



TO HELP…
This is a written 
sample of his speech
Remember it is not just 
What he says but how he
performs it!



Melodrama
LESSON FOUR

FAMOUS MELODRAMAS



The audiences
Audiences in Victorian Theatres were not as civilised as they are today. 
It was not just a middle class activity – all classes went to the see 
Melodrama and wanted to be seen! The rise in Melodrama audiences 
had a direct link to the Industrial revolution when more people moved 
to the towns and cities and so wanted more entertainment after a hard 
day at work. The fun and excitement of Melodrama was welcomed after 
a long day in harsh working conditions. 



Staging
Victorian theatres loved to show off with their ‘spectaculars’ which showcased the latest 
developments in stage technology. Some of the set designs of the age included a train 
crash; a chariot race and a horse race using real horses on stage.

As the century progressed the development of more sophisticated stage machinery e.g. 
trapdoors, lifts, flying scenery, pyrotechnics and water effects meant that productions 
could feature shipwrecks, battles, fires  and even an earthquake!

Stage lighting improved from oil to gas then limelight and finally electric light. This meant 
that actors could perform on stage while the audience were blacked out for the first time

https://crossref-it.info/repository/atoz/pyrotechnics


famous plays



famous plays

Under the Gaslight was a play 
about a woman captured by an 
evil villain and tied to the 
railway tracks. She is rescued of 
course!

The Mystery of the Red barn 
was a play about the murder of 
a young pregnant woman by 
the rich man she refused to 
marry!

Murder at the Roadside 
Inn was a play about an 
innkeeper wrongly 
accused of murder



advertising
TASK 6: Choose one of the three 
melodrama examples and design a 
poster to encourage the Victorian 
audience to watch it! Remember to 
mention some exciting staging or 
special effects!

• Under the Gaslight

• The Mystery of the Red barn

• Murder at the roadside 



Melodrama
LESSON FIVE

YOUR OWN MELODRAMA



Your story
Now you know 

about melodrama 
it is time to write 

your own!

TASK 7: 
Write your own melodrama that shows 
your understanding of the genre
You will need to include the stock 
characters, the typical melodramatic 
elements and old fashioned language



Include these lines
‘Oh, my hero’

‘Now, my beauty, you are all mine’
‘What will become of us!’

‘Let me go, let me go’
‘More champagne sir?’

‘Prepare to meet your doom’



OPTIONS ..
You can do your 
melodrama as a 
story, a script or 
a storyboard!



DOn’T fOrgET
The stock characters

The happy ending
They typical storyline

The suspense for the audience
Good overcomes evil

A chase or railway track scene
The old fashioned language



Melodrama
LESSON SIX & SEVEN

YOU CHOOSE!



free choice
For the last two lessons you 
can choose which melodrama 
task you like the best. 
Look at the next slide and 
pick at least one task 

TASK 8:
Choose from the 
list which activity 
you would like to 
do!



THE LIST
• Design a costume for two stock characters
• Design a set design for the play Murder in the Barn
• Write your own modern day melodrama
• Write /perform you own monologue from the 

viewpoint of just one stock character
• Watch a melodrama https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuqDNpqSTwA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuqDNpqSTwA


Your work
• Now save all your work on one document – either 

in Word on Powerpoint and upload it up onto 
Show my Homework. 



THE end


