
GUIDANCE SHEET 

English Language Paper 1- Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

Introduction: 

You have 1 hour and 45 minutes to complete this exam, including reading time. 

Before we begin, note down the amount of time you are going to spend on each question.  

15mins reading 
Q1- 5 min 
Q2- 10 min 
Q3 - 10 min 
Q4- 25 min 
Q5: 40 min (including planning and checking) 
 

Before reading the insert, read questions 1-4 so you have a clear idea of what to look for while you 

read the text. For each question, check the section of the text you will need and draw a box around 

that section of the insert. Underline any key words in the question that will help you answer it.  

It's now time to read the insert. You MUST read the context paragraph above the extract. This puts 

the extract into context for you and tells you what it is about. This is really going to help you 

understand what you are reading. Read this now and underline the important words.  

Now read the whole extract. You should spend 15 min doing this. Take your time reading this 

extract and while you're doing so, underline or highlight any language or structural devices you 

notice. Do this now (15 min). 

COMPLETE Q1 

 

Question 2 is about analysing language in depth. The extract you are asked to analyse is reprinted in 

the question so you should not analyse any other part of the text in this answer. Again, you need to 

focus on what the question is asking you to analyse. 

You should comment on and analyse 2-3 points from the text in detail. Do not do any more than this. 

If you make one clear point, you should be awarded 5 out of 8 marks and if you do this twice, you 

will be awarded 6 marks. If you make a perceptive comment, you will be awarded 7-8 marks. Avoid 

writing about sentence forms. 

Now spend 2 min annotating the extract reprinted in the question looking for 2/3 language devices 

you would like to analyse.  

Do this now (2 min) 

It’s now time to answer the question. Use the following sentence starters: 

The writer uses [device] to … 



The use of the word ‘[quote]’ suggests/gives the impression that… 

The writer wanted to show the reader that… 

Remember to analyse single words in detail. You have 8 min to write the answer to this question.  

NOW ANSWER Q2 (8 min) 

Well done! 2 done, 2 left…On to question 3 

You should spend only 10 minutes on this too. This question is asking you to consider the whole of 
the text from start to finish and it reminds you that it is the beginning of a novel. They tell you this so 
that you can relate it to the way the text was structured to interest the reader. Just like question 2, 
you only need to write about 2-3 points for this question.  
 
The important thing to remember here is that you need to think about why the writer has structured 
this text in such a way.  
 
You need to go back to the extract now and find another structural feature to write about other than 

the beginning and the change of focus.   

You have 2 min to do this now.  

Look for things like- 

- First focus of the writing 

- Shifts in focus  

- How the extract ends- is it similar or different to the start? 

It's now time to write your response. Start your answer commenting on what your attention is 
focused on at the start and why this is interesting for the reader and then discuss how and why your 
focus changes. DO NOT write phrases like 'makes the reader want to read on' or 'grabs the reader's 
attention' because you will not be marked for this. Once you've commented on those two things, 
comment on the structural device that you found on your own. You can quote and also make line 
references to sign post your answer.  
 
Sentences starters: 

- The extract begins with… 
- The focus then changes to… 
- The reader’s attention is then drawn to… 

 
ANSWER Q3 -You have 8 min to do this now.  
 

We're almost there! Only one question left! 

Go to Question 4. There are 20 marks available in this question so it is really important that you 
leave enough time to do this properly. At this point in the exam, you should have at least 25 min left 
to answer this question.  
 

 



You now need to spend 5 min planning your answer to this question in bullet points. Go back to the 

insert to find your quotations or references and plan to make 3 clear points.   

Do this now.  (5min) 

You're now ready to write your answer for Q4. You will spend 20 min writing this response.  

Follow this structure: 
Topic sentence linked to the statement- evidence- AO1 (what this means/shows) – A02 (analyse).  
 
ANSWER Q4- Off you go- you have 20 mins.  

WELL DONE! YOU’VE COMPLETED THE PAPER! 

 


