
YEAR 7 DRAMA
SUMMER 2 - MURDER MYSTERY Part One

You are going to complete a project about a genre of theatre called ‘Murder Mystery’



INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE

Click on the lessons and the links will take you to 
the slide you need.

You should complete all of your tasks on one 
document, either a Powerpoint with a number of 
slides or a Word document. Note the deadline 
stated on Show My Homework and upload your 
pieces of work before the deadline date.
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Lesson 4 - Click here

Lesson 5 - Click here

Lesson 6 - Click here
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Performing Alibis  

Objective: Develop skills in performing a character through application of 
vocal and physical skills.   
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Developing

I can apply a limited range of 

vocal and physical skills that suit 

my character and their emotions.

Securing

I can apply a  basic range of vocal 

and physical skills that suit my 

character and their emotions. 

Mastering

I can apply a range of vocal and 

physical skills that suit my character 

and their emotions. 
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Lesson 4:

Welcome back detective! 

Now you have identified the possible murder weapons 
and began interviewing the suspect, you need finish 
the interview process. 

Today you are going to complete the interviews 
through performing your script.   

How can you perform a character different to yourself? 
● Vocal skills - pace, pause, pitch, tone, accent. 
● Physical skills - body language facial expressions, 

gestures.
● Interaction - eye contact / lack of eye contact. 

Activities:

1. Read through the monologues you wrote last lesson.   

1. Pick one to perform. 

1. Rehearse the monologue focussing on clearly showing 
the character that is different from yourself.

1. Film yourself performing the monologue, pretend that 
the camera is the detective who you are talking to.   

1. Submit your work to Show my homework
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Lesson 4:Extension Tasks

Practical activities:

1. Perform your monologue to 
someone in your family and 
get some feedback.

1. Try out performing another 
one of your monologues.    

1. Create a costume for your 
character using clothes from 
your house - re-film your 
monologue in costume. 

Was I believable?

Was I like a 
different person 
on stage?

Did I stay focussed 
the whole time? 

Could you hear 
and understand 
everything I said? 

Is there anything 
else I need to 
improve?
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Closing Monologue

Objective: Develop skills in creating and  performing a story to engage 
an audience.   
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Developing

I can apply a limited range of 

vocal and physical skills that suit 

my character and their emotions.

Securing

I can apply a  basic range of vocal 

and physical skills that suit my 

character and their emotions. 

Mastering

I can apply a range of vocal and 

physical skills that suit my character 

and their emotions. 
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Lesson 5:

Welcome back detective! 

Now you have collected all of your evidence you need 
to present your findings to the audience.  

Today you are going to write, rehearse and perform 
your closing speech explaining your findings.  

How can you perform a character different to yourself? 
● Vocal skills - pace, pause, pitch, tone, accent. 
● Physical skills - body language facial expressions, 

gestures.
● Interaction - eye contact / lack of eye contact. 

Activities:

1. Create a Google Doc and call it ‘Murder Mystery Closing Speech’   

1. Write your script for your closing speech. Remember, the closing 
speech should sum up your findings and reveal who the 
murderer was.   

1. Rehearse your closing speech focussing on clearly showing the 
character that is different from yourself and the other 
characters.

1. Film yourself performing the closing speech, pretend that the 
suspects are in the room.   

1. Submit your work to Show my homework
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Lesson 5:Extension Tasks

Practical activity:

1. Perform your monologue to 
someone in your family and 
get some feedback.

1. Apply your feedback. 

1. Create a costume for your 
character using clothes from 
your house - re-film your 
monologue in costume. 

Was I believable?
Was I like a 
different person 
on stage?

Did I stay focussed 
the whole time? 

Could you hear 
and understand 
everything I said? 

Is there anything 
else I need to 
improve?

Have I explained enough 
about the evidence and 
who the murderer is? 
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Set Design

Objective: Explore the use of set to create meaning with the audience.    
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Developing

I can design set that meets some 

of the demands of the 

performance. 

Securing

I can design set with some creativity, 

meeting most of the demands of the 

performance.

Mastering

I can design set that is creative and 

meets the demands of the 

performance.



Key Words:
Moodboard - A collage of images to show your ideas.  
Backdrop - A painted or printed piece of cloth that hangs 
across the back of the stage
Flats - A frame covered in plywood or canvas to help show 
locations. 
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Lesson 6:

Welcome back detective! 

This is your final lesson creating your Murder Mystery 
performance. You have created excerpts of the play, 
now you need to think about how you are bringing 
this to life with the set.  

Activities:

1. Create a PowerPoint slide and call it ‘Murder Set Design’   

1. Create a moodboard of your set ideas for your Mystery play. This 
should include ideas for:

a. Furniture 
b. Props 
c. Colours 
d. Backdrop 
e. Flats

1. Create a sketch of your stage with the set on, this can be from 
the audience's perspective (the front) or a birds eye view sketch.   
If you do this by hand, take a photo and upload it to your work. 

1. Submit All your work together as one document/Powerpoint on
Show My Homework. 

FlatsBackdrop
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Lesson 6:Extension Task

Create 3D model of your set. 

You can do this by using an old 
shoebox, cereal box or any 
spare cardboard you have at 
home.

Take photos of your model and 
post it  
to Google 
classroom.  


