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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper R081 series overview 
This session saw the largest sitting to date with a general level of knowledge of the specification being 
demonstrated. We saw an increase in generic answers which could be an indication of this increased 
entry. Previously, candidates’ answers tended to be more specific/refined.  

There was an increase this year in answers which did not contain specific specification content. R081 is 
a context-based examination and, for best performance, questions need to be answered within the 
context of the question. Many of the responses seen this session did not link to the context, which again 
goes against the trend seen in recent sessions. 

This session there has been a noticeable difference in the understanding of the command words in 
questions. For example, candidates identified or described answers, when explanations were required. 
Supporting candidates in identifying and understanding command words will help support their ability to 
access the marks within a question,  
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Section A 
 

Question 1(a) 

This question was generally well answered with candidates gaining at least one mark. Marks could only 
be credited where answers were specific to a visualisation diagram rather than to a mood board or other 
documents.  

Some candidates included annotations as an answer, even though these were excluded from possible 
responses.  

It is important that candidates fully read the question in order to provide an appropriate response. 

 A number of responses seen contained answers such as ‘text size’ and ‘image size’ which can only be 
placed on a visualisation as an annotation. Vague answers such as ‘text’ were widely seen as well, 
which could refer to annotations.  
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Question 1(b) 

Whilst being generally well answered this question, many answers seen were only descriptions of what a 
mood board contained. The question required an explanation of its purpose within this context. This 
restricted the marks that could be credited.  

It is important that candidates are specific in their answers. Many answers given referred to mood boards 
being used to ‘generate ideas’. This could easily refer to a mind map, another pre-production document 
in the specification, and as a result did not gain any credit. These types of answers did not indicate that 
candidates were clear in their understanding of the purpose a mood board. 

Some candidates referred to the digital aspect of the mood board where ideas could be shared. This 
would gain a second mark but only if it was linked to the visual aspect of the idea generation. 

Clear indication of the visual aspect of the mood board needed to be seen, as this is what sets mood 
boards apart from a mind map. 

Exemplar 1 
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Question 2(a) 

Many responses stated what a storyboard would contain i.e. camera angles, timings etc. However, the 
command word required the candidate to ‘explain’.  

Responses were often vague, when talking about the visual aspects of the storyboard. It is important that 
explanations clearly link to the storyboard. Often answers given could also have referred to other pre-
production documents in the specification, e.g.a visualisation diagrams.  

To access full marks, candidates needed to be referring to the fact that a storyboard can show the 
timeline of a product. This would include various scenes, and what these scenes could contain. It is the 
ability to show the design of the film over time that makes it the most suitable document. 

Exemplar 2 
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Question 2(b) 

This question required a higher level of technical knowledge from the specification.  

Candidates often missed marks when they simply reordered words for camera angle and camera 
movement. This often meant that there was no explanation of why they are needed and important to the 
production of the video.  

Good answers mentioned that seeing the camera angle and camera movement meant that the 
production team (wide term used to help the candidates) would know how and where to set the 
equipment up, or how to move the camera to meet the requirements of the video. 

It is important that candidates use correct terminology when using camera movement, shot type and 
camera angle to within questions. . 
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Question 3(a) 

The strongest responses showed linking of responses to the context of the question. The paper and 
scenario is set within the context of an environmental campaign. Some answers mentioned non-related 
contexts, e.g. referring to swearing and general violence. 

This question was looking for answers where the idea of language and appropriate images are 
considered which appeal to all ages within the target audience. Some images showing scenes that are 
not appropriate fully for young audiences, such as those seen in recent nature programmes on national 
television, were acceptable responses. These however do not come under the theme of violence as 
often explained by candidates.  

Exemplar 3 
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Question 3(b) 

This question was generally well answered with aspects taken from the specification being referenced. 
However interests were not seen as an appropriate answer due to the context of the scenario. 

Some candidates did not seem to read the question properly, referring to answers such as ‘age’, ‘camera 
type’ and ‘genre’. Candidates need to read questions carefully to ensure they meet the requirements of 
the question. 

Question 4(a) 

Generally, well answered showing a good understanding of the use of the TM symbol and its 
implications. There was some confusion seen where copyright was incorrectly referred to.  

Exemplar 4 
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Question 4(b) 

The best answers clearly met the command word ‘describe’.  

The question asked for the description of the steps required for ‘Word from the Planet’ to be able to use 
the images. Strongest answers referred to ‘asking permission from the space organisations’ or ‘asking 
permission and paying a fee’.  

Many answers explained the idea of copyright rather than how to use the copyrighted images. 

A number of candidates also provided responses that referred to checking the copyright situation for the 
images. This was incorrect. The situation regarding copyright was already clearly stated.  

Exemplar 5 
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Section B 
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Question 5 

This was well answered with a majority of candidates selecting appropriate answers. The main 
differentiator seen was the quality of the justifications. Lower scoring answers described what the images 
were, rather than why they should be used. 
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Exemplar 6  
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Question 6 

The mind maps seen were generally well structured showing a good understanding and knowledge of 
the pre-production document. Marks were lost however when candidates only copied content from the 
script onto the mind map. The question asked candidates to show aspects that would need to be 
considered when planning the filming such as light, equipment, and health and safety. 

Exemplar 7 
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Question 7(a)(i,ii,iii) 

The responses seen here referred to the script provided and asked candidates to pick the information 
from there. 

The main areas where candidates lost marks were for being too vague in the location, referring to Alaska 
as an answer. The script is clearly set out showing several specific locations for the filming of the script 
for the candidates to select. This together with not selecting the stage direction for the presenter led to 
marks being dropped. 

Exemplar 8 

Question 7(b) 

This question tested candidates’ knowledge of version control and was in the main well answered with 
sound examples of naming conventions being provided. Several responses were seen referring to scene 
numbers being used. This was incorrect as this is terminology used for a storyboard and this question 
was referencing a script editing process. 
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Question 8 

This question sought to test knowledge developed in the mandatory coursework Unit RO82. The 
responses seen were more variable that expected and showed that the more technical knowledge 
required in the specification was not as developed as would be expected.  

The question asked for the most suitable file format. With the print aspect this required a high-resolution 
image file with minimal setting changes. With the web-based aspect this required a file type that reduced 
loading time. 
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Exemplar 9 
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Question 9 

This session saw a wider range in responses to this question than in the past, reflecting the increased 
entry this session. Well prepared candidates had looked at previous mark schemes and reports. This 
supported well-constructed answers and referred back to the audience for the storyboard, the camera 
crew. As a result, marks in the top mark band were accessed. 

Where candidates did not answer well, responses referred to the wrong audience and purpose for the 
document. There were many candidates who referred to the need to include colour on the storyboard as 
it would make it more appealing. This indicated the lack of understanding of the use of the storyboard 
and the audience it is designed for. 

It should be noted that this question is the only place in the specification where quality of written 
communication is assessed. As a result, bullet pointed answers are not appropriate and will lead to 
marks being restricted for this question. 
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Exemplar 10 
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand 
students’ performance. 

It allows you to:

• Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole   
centres

• Analyse results at question and/or topic level

• Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

• Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and 
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk 
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http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/
https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2018 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The 
Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA. Registered 
company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR Customer Contact Centre

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

Vocational qualifications
Telephone 02476 851509
Facsimile 02476 851633
Email vocational.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20Cambridge%20Nationals%20in%20Creative%20iMedia%20Examiners%27%20report%20-%20R081%20Summer%202018%20series
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20Cambridge%20Nationals%20in%20Creative%20iMedia%20Examiners%27%20report%20-%20R081%20Summer%202018%20series
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
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