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Task Outline: 

SEND THE WORK VIA SHOW MY HOMEWORK  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IoRSGjUpn_k 

 

Look at the video clip of Duncan Harrison’s winning speech.  

 

Follow the speech script below. 

 
Let me tell you what the finest cocktail in the world is, fresh ambition blended with sweet, raw talent and 

a hint of opportunity.  

 

When childhood dreams are for-filled it feels like every moment of early life was worth it. The journey up 

to this point is one with countless successes and failures: the journey called education.  

 

Now, when I heard I was going to Africa, I was ecstatic. I imagined the holiday of a life time. Then I 

heard we were focusing on children’s rights. I was gutted. 

 

And then, when we arrived in Africa, I’d never seen anything like it. The air was literally thinner over 

there. There was such purity and beauty, such a love of life.  

 

One hundred children. You’ve got one hundred aims, one hundred ambitions and currently in Malawi 

only eight out of every one hundred children makes the transition from primary to secondary education. 

That’s only eight doctors. It’s only eight lawyers. It’s only eight careers.  

 

Now I found a friend in Lilongwe called Lamson. He was sixteen years old, just two years older than me. 

In 2004, Lamson dropped out of school for two terms. He was barely ten years old and this was soon 

after his dad died. He was both grieving and missing out on an education. So when he told me that he 

wanted to be a doctor when he was older, I mean I put on a front of enthusiasm, but in the back of my 

mind I doubted that dream ever coming true because of the state of his education. 

 

And then I was invited to read his science exercise book. It was at this point when I confirmed what my 

attitude was towards the whole situation. When I saw such vast knowledge on paper, I realised I was 

annoyed, I was angry. I was infuriated at the fact that such intellect, such talent, was being halted so 

early on. And at that point I realised what Lamson had done for me, he’d educated me. He, like so 

many others in Malawi had taught me that in the deepest midst of hardship hope can be found.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IoRSGjUpn_k


 

 

But at this point it seems right to question, what is a right? What is a privilege? Where do we slice the line 

of luxury? And who slices it?  

 

With ninety-three million children denied the right to primary education globally, we can’t put this one 

aside. America, the land of the free. The UK or Great Britain. Malawi, the warm heart of Africa. But in the 

future whose job will it be to keep the land free? Whose job will it be to keep Britain great? Whose job will 

it be to keep the heart warm? The children. 

 

So, come on, let’s educate our own futures. Thank you. 

 

Do the following tasks: 

 List the techniques that Duncan uses in this speech? 

 Is the opening effective? Why? 

 Does it hook the audience? How? 

 What techniques are the most effective? 

 What do you think of his presentation style? Give reasons for your answer. 

 List the main points of the speech. 

 
  

 
 

 
Resources / Additional Guidance: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IoRSGjUpn_k 
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