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You are going to 
complete a 
project about the 
West End musical 
‘Aladdin’ 
 
You will complete 
the work as a 
‘performer’ and 
as a set & 
costume 
‘designer’     

YEAR 8  

SUMMER TERM  



Performer 
 

You will focus on the performers in 
the musical, as well as staging parts 
of the script at home.  

 
You will be looking to develop  
your knowledge of what makes 
a successful performance as well 
as improving your performance 
skills.  

Designer 
 

You will also learn how set design 
and costumes are       used in a 
musical.  

You will be looking to develop  
your understanding of what  

set design and costume is, the key  
terminology and how set  

design and costume can enhance a  
performance.  



OBJECTIVE: Develop an appreciation of 
live theatre and explore the performing or 
design elements that make it successful.  

Success criteria 

I can complete 
some 

independent 
research.  

I can conduct 
relevant 

independent 
research. 

I can conduct 
relevant 

independent 
research and 

use it to inform 
my practice. 

Task 1a – Watch the musical 

You need to watch the musical and 
make some notes. Turn to the next 
slide for how to take notes. The show 
is 45minutes.  
 
Watch the short 360 experience clip 



Whilst you are watching the musical, make notes on a doc or 
paper... 

  

Performer 
-  Which actors’ performance 

impressed you the most? 
 

-  What is impressive about their 
performance?  
 

-  What acting skills do they use 
effectively?  
 

-  What moments in the musical did 
you enjoy the most? Why?  
 

-  Was there anything that needed 
improving? How?  

 
Designer & Costumes 

 
-  Sketch the set and costumes 

 
How is the set/costumes used? 
How do they change the set?  
 
What was most impressive 
about the set/costumes? Why?  
 
What moments in the musical 
did you enjoy the most? Why?  
 
Was there anything that needed 
improving? How?  
 

Task 1b – takes notes 



OBJECTIVE: Evaluate the success of 
performance and design in ‘Aladdin’ through 
creating a review a review on performance 
and either set design or costume    

Task 2 – Writing a Review / Evaluation  

Success criteria 

I can review the 
strengths and 

weaknesses of a 
performance with 

some basic 
examples.  

I can review the 
strengths and 

weaknesses of a 
performance with 

some relevant 
examples.  

I can review the 
strengths and 

weaknesses of a 
performance with 

detailed and 
relevant 

examples.  



 
 
 
Introduction:  
Give a brief summary of the musical:  
●  What musical are you reviewing?  
●  What was the story (no more than 4 sentences)?  
●  Which performers were most successful in creating an engaging performance.  

 
Paragraph 1:  
You should follow the PEE structure to evaluate a performer that stood out for you in the 
performance: 
 
Point - Which performer was engaging and what skills did they use effectively?   
Evidence - How did they use those skills in a specific moment from the performance?  
Explain - How did their use of skills make you respond? E.g. Think/feel. 
 
Paragraph 2:  
You can either write a paragraph about a different actor and their success, using the above 
structure.  
 
OR  
 
Follow the below PEE structure to evaluate a performer that could have improved their 
performance more engaging: 
 
Point - Which performer less engaging and why was this? 
Evidence - How did they use their skills in a specific moment from the performance?  
Explain - What could they have done to make their performance more engaging? . 
 
Recommendation:  
How many stars out of 5 do you give this musical? Is worth watching? Why or why not? 

Skills you could discuss:  
 
Vocal skills: Accent, pace, pause, pitch, 
tone. 
 

Physical skills: Body language, facial 
expressions, gestures, posture.  
 

Interaction: Eye contact or lack of, 
Movement, physical with other 
performers (e.g. touch)    

TOP TIP - When you are explaining moments from 
the play, imagine you are explaining the action to 
someone who hasn’t seen it 

In this task you are going to 
create a theatre review about 
‘Aladdin’ with a focus on the 
performing.. 

    

Task 2a – Writing a Review / 
Evaluation – performers  



Introduction:  
Give a brief summary of the musical:  
●  What musical are you reviewing?  
●  What was the story (no more than 4 sentences)?  
●  An overall summary of of the set and how it was used to create the word of the play.     

 
Paragraph 1:  
You should follow the PEE structure to evaluate a scene where the set stood out for 
you in the performance: 
 
Point - What was the scene and what was the set trying to show the audience?   
Evidence - Exactly what set was used and how did the actors use the set?  
Explain - How did their use set make you respond? E.g. Think/feel. 
 
Paragraph 2:  
You can either write a paragraph about a different scene and its success, using the 
above structure.  
 
OR  
 
Follow the below PEE structure to evaluate a performer that could have improved their 
performance more engaging: 
 
Point - Which scene was less engaging at creating the world of the play because of 
the set? What was the set trying to show?  
Evidence - Exactly what set was used and how did the actors use the set?  
Explain - What could they have done to make the set more engaging? . 
 
Recommendation:  
How many stars out of 5 do you give this musical? Is worth watching? Why or why not? 

Keywords for set design & costume  
Backdrop - A painted or printed piece of cloth that 
hangs across the back of the stage 
Castors - Wheels put onto set so that it can be moved 
quickly and quietly.  
Flats - A frame covered in plywood or canvas to help 
show locations.  
Fly-ins - Pieces of set on a rope that are hoisted up 
and down from the stage quickly and quietly.  
Furniture - Parts of the set that the actors interact 
with and can be moved. E.g. a chair, a bed or a table.  
Levels - set often used different levels through block 
stairs or ladders to create height. 
Fabrics – How fabric can connote information 
about a characters (wealth, poor, status, cultures  
etc) 
Colour- How colour can suggest a characters 
personality. 
Period- How costumes and props can inform an 
audience about when, where the story is taking 
place.  

In today’s lesson you are going to create 
a theatre review about ‘Aladdin’ with a 
focus on the set design or costume 

Task 2b – Writing a Review / 
Evaluation - Designers 



Task 1:  
 

a.  Read through your review and pick out 5 words that 
you think you could change so that they are more 
ambitious. 
 

b.  Change the colour of your new words to purple.  

Task 2:  
 
Work on the presentation  
of your review to make it  
look more like theatre  
reviews from the local  
newspaper....  

Task 3:  
 
Create a poster 
for ‘Aladdin’ 
featuring part 
of your 
review... 

Task 4:  
 
Why not record yourself giving your review? 
 
You could do this as a video blog or a podcast 
(audio only). 
 
You can do this through your smartphone, tablet or 
webcam.  

Submit 
your work 
on Show 
My 
Homework 

Extension Tasks - Writing a Review / 
Evaluation  



OBJECTIVE DESIGNERS: Develop 
skills in designing set appropriate for a 
specific performance through initial 
ideas.  

Task 3 – Set Design 

Success criteria 

I can design set 
that meets some 

of the demands of 
the performance.  

I can design set 
with some 

creativity, meeting 
most of the 

demands of the 
performance. 

I can design set 
that is creative 
and meets the 
demands of the 
performance. 

What is the 
point in 

having set in 
theatre? 

https://www.aladdineducation.co.uk/
behind/  



A theatre set helps us to 
know the…  

●  Location 
●  Time period 
●  Time of day 
●  Style of the play 
●  Atmosphere and mood. 

Set Design  
Task 3a:  
 
Read through the ‘Set Design Glossary’ on the next 
slides 



A painted or printed piece of 
cloth that hangs at the back of 
the stage.  

11 



A wooden frame covered with 
plywood or canvas these are used 
to show locations or create a room. 

12 



Pieces of set on a rope that are 
hoisted up and down from the 
stage quickly and quietly.  

13 



Wheels put onto set so that it can be 
moved quickly and quietly.  
Some are small, others are heavy 
duty so that they can bare the load 
of large set (e.g. a whole room).  

14 



Set often uses different levels 
through blocks, stairs or ladders. 
This is to create height.  

15 



Parts of the set that the actors 
interact with and can be moved. E.g. 
a chair, a bed or a table.  

16 



A mechanically controlled platform 
within a theatre that can be rotated in 
order to speed up the changing of a 
scene within a show. 

17 



The director of ‘Aladdin’ would like to tour 
their performance, one of the places they 
would like to perform is Shanklin Theatre. 
This means changes have to be made to the 
set. Over the next few slides you are going to 
develop your own set design for ‘Aladdin’ 
suitable for Shanklin Theatre.   

Shankli
n 
Theatre 

What do you need to consider?  
-  No revolving stage 
-  Smaller space 
-  You can still use flats, fly-in’s, backdrop, etc. 



Task 3b 
A.  On a plain piece of paper sketch 

your set design ideas for one of 
the following locations : 

-  market place 
-  Cave 

Palace   
 

A.  Label your sketch explaining 
what it is. Don't forget to use the 
correct keywords!  
Use the ‘Set Design Glossary’ in previous 
slides 

You should take a clear photograph of this work 
and Submit this on Show My Homework 

Task 3 – Set Design 



SET DESIGN 

For each of your designs you have to 
consider the following aspects; 
 
1.What does the set communicate to the 
audience? Does it help show the location of 
the scene and support the action that takes 
place 
 
2. How practical is the set for the actors to 
work in? Can they move and dance in it? 
What material is it made from, will it last for 
8 shows a week for 6 months 

Label all aspects of your design and 
use colour 

https://www.tes.com/lessons/dmuY5_zYqn7LQQ/set-design 

Task 3 – Set Design 



Now that you have planned your ideas 
for your set design for the touring 
production of  ‘Aladdin’ you are going to 
work on bringing these ideas to life...    

Task 3c: 
 
You are going to create a 3D model of your 
set for one of the locations you have 
planned.  
 
Use materials that you might find around 
the home to create your model. E.g. Cereal 
boxes, old shoe box, scrap paper, sweet 
wrappers, tape, glue, etc.  
If you can’t find any glue, lay it all out and 
take a photograph of it.  
 

Task 3d 
 
 
You should take a clear photograph of this 
work and Submit this on Show my homework  

 

Task 3 – Design 



 
1.  Film yourself presenting your 

3D model, explaining what 
each part of the set is and how 
it will be used.  
  

1.  Create another 3D model of 
another location from the 
musical.  
 

2.  Use some Lego figures or 
create some small actors and 
create a ‘stop motion’ film of 
them using the stage.  
Here’s a handy tutorial to  
help you.  
 

 
  
  
 

Submit your work on Show 
my Homework 

Extension tasks – Set Design 



OBJECTIVE DESIGNERS: Develop 
skills appropriate for a specific 
performance through sketches. 

Designing Costumes. 

Task 4 – Costume Design 

Success criteria 

I can design set 
that meets some 
of the demands 

of the 
performance.  

I can design set 
with some 
creativity, 

meeting most of 
the demands of 

the performance. 

I can design set 
that is creative 
and meets the 
demands of the 
performance. 



COSTUME DESIGN FOR ALADDIN 

 
Select a minimum of 3 different characters: 
Collect images that show different costumes 
used in the production  

Sketch, Colour and Label (Details/Materials/Accessories) 
your costume design for your chosen characters 

 
You can use a template like this to sketch the 

costume designs onto – if this is easier for you. As 
you are working electronically you should try to 
hand draw and then scan/photograph and email 

your images 
 

For each of your characters you need to write and 
explain how your costume reflects the character 

 
  

 
  

      

Task 4a – Costume Design 



COSTUME DESIGN 

For each of your designs you have to 
consider 2 main aspects; 
 
1.What does the costume communicate to the 
audience? Does it help show the 
“personality”, age and circumstances of the 
character? 
 
2. How practical is the costume for the actor 
to work in? Can they move and dance in it? 
What material is it made from- it can become 
quite hot on stage 



EVALUATION 

This is your FINAL TASK… 
Written task: 
 
Which is your favourite design and 
why? 
 
Have you managed to create 
something  
original rather than just copied the  
professional production? 
 
 

Once you have completed your project and you are happy with your 
presentation – Upload your work to Show my Homework 


