
Year 8 Monologue 
Project

Drama



What is a 
Monologue?

• Task 1: 
• Research what a monologue 

is. 

• Why do you think monologues 
used in theatre/film? 



What makes a 
good monologue?

Research 

• Research what makes a good 
monologue

• Write down a sentence about 
each of the following aspects: 

1. Length –

2. Content – what are they 
usually about?

3. How does the character 
speak?

4. How do they move? 
Gesture/movement

5. How does the character 
want the audience to feel?



Your monologue

There are 4 monologues to 
choose from.

Read through each one first

01
Select the one that you think 
will fit your personality and 
style and begin to rehearse it.

02



Exercises to help you with your performance skills

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3c2yrd/revision/1

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpfk6sg/revision/1

• Click on the links above to study the different elements of voice 
and movement. 

• Watch the videos on each page and apply the techniques to your 
own monologue 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3c2yrd/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpfk6sg/revision/1


Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory

Monologue 1 

VIOLET BEAUREGARDE: 

 Ah, can it, Ma! You flap your jaws as much as I do… I’m a gum chewer, normally, but when I heard 

about Wonka’s contest, I laid off the gum and switched to candy bars. Now of course, I’m right back 

on gum. In fact, I’ve been working on this piece for over three months solid. I’ve beaten the record 

set by my best friend, Cornelia Prinzmetel. Hi, Cornelia…listen to this… (Violet chews loudly into the 

microphone.) That’s the sound of you losing! Listen some more… (Violet chews even more loudly 

adding smacks and pops.) 



Dreams of Anne Frank
Bernard Kops

ANNE: 

Where are we going to hide? … Will we be alright? … What do I leave behind? What can I take? … 
(Gets her satchel as she hears the answer ‘Absolute essentials’.) Essentials. My school satchel. I’m 
going to cram it full. Hair curlers…. Handkerchiefs. School books. Film star photographs. Joan 
Crawford. Bette Davis. Deanna Durbin, Mickey Rooney. Comb. Letters. Thousands of pencils. Elastic 
bands. My best book. Emil and the Detectives. Five pens. (She smells a little bottle.) Nice scent. Oh 
yes! Mustn’t forget my new diary. Have you seen it? … We’re going into hiding. (The others, the 
family, are all busy packing.) Four days later. It was Thursday the 9th of July. I shall never forget that 
morning. It was raining. Imagine leaving your house, maybe forever…. Goodbye, house… We’ll 
always remember you… Thank you for everything. My brain is at a fairground, on the roller coaster. 
Up and down. Happy. Sad. Afraid. Excited. My emotions are racing. My imagination spilling over. 
After all, I am a creative artist. I’m going to be a writer when this war is over. (She lingers as the 
others wait.) Imagine leaving your house, forever. (Starts to go, but stops…) Diary! Can’t go without 
my diary… Hello diary… I shall write everything down. Everything. Thoughts. Events. Dreams…. I shall 
confide my secrets. Only to you.

The events in this version of Anne Frank’s life are created atmospherically, 
with the minimum of scenery and furniture. Music and a fluidity of action, 
suggest the dreams and imaginings of the 13-year-old Jewish girl. This is the 
opening of the play, linking two scenes together.

Time: 1942, in Amsterdam, Holland, during the Second World War.



Monologue 5     

MUFASA     

Look Simba! Everything the light touches is our kingdom. A king's time as ruler rises and falls 

like the sun. One day Simba, the sun will set on my time here- and will rise with you as the 

new king. Everything you see exists together, in a delicate balance. As king, you need to 

understand that balance, and respect all the creatures-- from the crawling ant to the leaping 

antelope. When we die, our bodies become the grass. And the antelope eat the grass. And 

so we are all connected in the great Circle of Life.   



Bedlam: I seen it, I seen it. (Whispers as though a secret) Three new graves, open in the 
churchyard. I laughed and danced, but they sent me away. They don’t think it’s funny, putting a man 
in a hole… (Sees a procession with a coffin) … They’ve got Peter Halksworth in that long box … 
They’ve nailed him in. In case he changes his mind. (A second cortege appears.) … They’ve put 
Thomas Thorpe in that one., because he didn’t wake up when they shook him. And in that one his 
wife, Mary. Just because her toes went black. They owned a shop. But last night a white cricket sang 
at the back door, and this morning the shutters are closed…. They’ve stopped all the music and 
planted them in the earth. Perhaps they think they’ll grow, like flowers…. (MOMPESSON enters) … 
Mister! … Can I come with you? … I been playing in the grass by the church! I seen four graves. 
Four… There’s one all grass. Not opened yet… (MOMPESSON leaves and BEDLAM shouts after him, 
his words gradually becoming terrified.) … And I seen another one, and another, and another, all in 
a line, and black buds on all the trees, and a forest of crosses growing up the street, and all over the 
river and all across the valley, ‘till it’s all thick and dark, no  more people, just big, black trees..! 
(Alone) … Nobody listens to the mad boy…

The Great Plague started in the village of Eyam, Derbyshire and the play is set 
there. Each day more villagers die, and here the local madman, known as the 
Bedlam, watches and talks of the sad happenings in his own strange way.

Time: 1665

The Roses of Eyam
Don Taylor



Checklist for 
performance

I can: 

Speak the lines off by heart

Speak the lines with clarity, fluency and 
expression

Use appropriate gestures and movement 
for my character and their situation



5. Record, Watch and Evaluate

Use your smartphone or digital camera to record yourself performing. 
Then watch it while taking notes on the performance.

Write down what you did well and what you can improve on. Then, try 
again!

Repeat this step as many times as you need to. 

You do not need to upload your recording

Self-Evaluation

• Monologue (title):

• Three things you did well:

• Three things you can improve upon for next time:


