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Task Outline: 

 
British Empire: Partition 
 

1. Watch the first five minutes of this documentary about partition and answer the following questions. Watch the rest 
of the documentary as well if you like https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZS40U5yFpc  
a) When did the British ‘Quit India’? 
b) How many people were forced from their homes? 
c) How many died in the process of partition? 
d) How had different religions lived in 1946? 
e) How many Hindus/ Muslims/ Sikhs were there in India 

 
2. Read the Partition information sheet 

a) What were the causes of Partition? Divide them into long-term and short-term causes 
b) What were the consequences of Partition? 
c) What part did each of the following people play in Partition? 

- Gandhi 
- Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
- Clement Attlee 
- Lord Mountbatten 

 
3. Write a historical narrative of Partition in your own words, telling the beginning, middle and end of the story and 

linking each of the parts together. Write three paragraphs 
 
Legacies of slavery and empire 
 
Last time I asked you to re-write the plaque on the statue of slave-owner Robert Milligan in West India Docks. Little did I know 
that the following day protestors would pull down the statue of slave trader Edward Colston in Bristol, and then the day after 
that the statue of Robert Milligan himself would be taken down by Tower Hamlets Council! 
 
Lots of people have supported the statues being taken down, including Mayor of London Sadiq Khan who has said that 
London’s monuments and street names will be reviewed to make sure they reflect 21st century London’s values and diversity. 
Others have disagreed with it, including the Prime Minister Boris Johnson, who said ‘we can’t photoshop our history’. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZS40U5yFpc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZS40U5yFpc


 

 

1. Which side do you agree with more? Should monuments be changed to reflect our changing values and diversity, or 
would that be erasing history? Write a newspaper opinion article stating your view. Write at least three paragraphs 
setting out your argument 
 

2. If you could choose what to put up in place of the Robert Milligan statue what would you choose? It could be a statue 
of a person/group of people or a monument to a historical event. Try to pick a person or event that you have learned 
about when studying slavery, or a person/event that you think is important to the history of East London.  
 
When you have decided, write a letter addressed to the Mayor of Tower Hamlets, John Biggs, explaining what you 
have chosen and why.  

 
 
Extension 
 
If you feel like getting out and about and exploring the local area, there are some fantastic local history walks you can follow 
here, which focus on Black History in Tower Hamlets and the borough’s connections with slavery and empire: 
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/assets/documents/Local%20History%20Archives%20Online/walks/Black%20history%20walk.pdf 
 
 
 
Competition 
 
The ‘100 Black Britons’ website is running a competition for young people about Black History. 
 
To enter you need to develop your own creative project (it could be a presentation, a speech, a short film, a website, a social 
media campaign or anything else you choose!) based around one or more of the people featured on their website. There are 
some great prizes available for the winners. 
 
Visit their website for more details and information on how to enter: 
https://www.100greatblackbritons.co.uk/competition.html#children16 
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