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Task Outline: Research project  

Title: Inequality in Developing Megacities 
 
During the last set of tasks, you learned about how and why megacities have grown across the globe.  This time 
you’ll investigate how the rapid growth of megacities in developing countries in particular has resulted in growing 
inequality within cities.  Watch the 15 minute video that introduces two different aspects of development in Lagos, 
the largest city in Nigeria, and soon to be one of the largest in the world.   
 
Once you have watched the video, complete the following tasks.  Aim for 2 paragraphs in response to each task to 
fully explore the Lagos case study.   
 

1)  Why is Lagos described as booming?  What has caused this “boom”? 
 

2) Do you think the Victoria Island development is a good idea?  Who do you think will benefit the most from 
it and why?  Is it just going to affect local people, or might there be international groups like businesses 
that might benefit? 
 

3) The Makoko floating slum has existed for over 150 years.  Why do you think the Nigerian government have 
attempted to dismantle the slum in the recent past? 
 

4) What do you think the most beneficial outcome for the Makoko slum might be?  The video suggests that 
either a sustainable approach or complete redevelopment are the only options for Makoko – do you agree 
with this? Why/why not?   
 

5) The video details some of the environmental impacts of Lagos’ rapid growth.  Which groups of people do 
you think will experience the toughest environmental impacts?  Why?  
 

 
WoD) Do growing megacities always lead to growing inequality? (20 mins) 
 

- Write one paragraph which describes what can cause inequality in megacities.  Think about the plans 
for redevelopment and the local communities that are affected.    



 

 

- Write one paragraph that explores why projects like the Victoria Island development might be needed 
in cities like Lagos. 

- Write one paragraph that explores why people in poorer areas of a megacity can experience more 
problems when megacities grow rapidly.    

- Write a conclusion that shows your opinion on the question – is there a way that megacities can grow 
without causing inequality to rise or not? 

 
Stay safe & stay home.  
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Resources / Additional Guidance: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=915&v=wPSM9NdilyU&feature=emb_title 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=915&v=wPSM9NdilyU&feature=emb_title

